‘ ITH the rapid development of the fruit produe.

ing interests of the northwest that has been in
progress during the past fow years, and is gathering
force from its own momentum, there has grown up a
demand for first class nurseries to provide stock for
the young orchards. The Pacific cosst has had nurs.
ories ever sinoe it began to raise fruit, and the mild.
ness of the climate tended to encourage the establish.
ment of fruit propsgating farms, but the number of
nurseries that have an extensive business and a stand.
ing reputation is limited. Clearly at the head of the
list stands the well known nursery of J, H. Bettle.
mier, st Woodburn, Oregon.

Mr. Bottlemier was born in Jersey county, Ilinois,
February 6, 1840, and af the age of nine years re-
moved to Oalifornia with his parents, who were at-
tracted there by the gold excitement of 1849, They
orossed the Missouri river at Bt. Joseph, and st that
time there was not a settler between the Missouri and
the Sscramento valley. There was not a wood or
brick building in Saoramento, and Ban Francisco had
scarcely attained the digoity of a village. The moth.
er and one of the boys died in California shortly after
arriving there, and the rest of the family came on to
Oregon the next yosr and took s donation olaim in
Marion county, where Mount Angel now is and where
the father still resides at the age of eighty-three
yoars. Oregon Oity was then the metropolis of this
unoertain empire, and Milwaukee and Portland were
rivals for second position, with the chances of success
in favor of the former. Young Bettlemier spent his
youth on the farm and in the small nursery which
his father had. The nursery sbsorbed the attention
of thie young man, who obtained a thorough knowl-
adge of the basiness and at length started on his own
sccount. (loing to Woodburn, in the samo county,
he laid the foundation for what has since grown to be
by far the largest nursery in the northwest

Woodburn Nursery is the name Mr. Bettlemier
has given his fruit propagating plaat. It occupics
the whole of one hundred acres of ground sitasted ou
both sides of the railroad track st the ploasant little
village of Woodburn, which is south of Portland
thirty-five miles and st the junetion of the Boutheru
Pacifio main Oregon line and the Oregovian uarrow
grage railway. Mr. Bettlemier is the founder and
proprietor of this town. It is six wmiles from the Wil
Inmette river, It has the best public school outaids
of Balem in the county, sud, though it is quite as it
portant shipping station and  looal trading couter
the nursery of Mr. Nettlemier constitutes the most
"“ﬂiﬂm there. This is poustantly being
D!IIM inereasing about fifty per cout annually
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There are now in the Woodburn nursery one and
& half millions of trees and plants. These conaist of
o full line of frait, shade, ornamental and nut trees,
sod vines and plants from different sections of A:mer-
ioa and Europe, including & most extensive assort.
ment that could not be enumerated in anything short
of & voluminous eatalogue, and the quality of the
stook is the choloest on the Pacifio const. Last ses-
son Mr. Bettlomier imported from France seventy
thousand young trees, mostly of the plumora formosa
family, one of the finest evergroens known. Among
them are the most popular trees of forelgn nativity
~double white and red flowering horse chestnuts,
Italian chestnuts and Norway maples. His impor.
fations also inclade eleven varielies of apples and
twenty varioties of winter pears. Mr, Bottlomior oul.
tivates many rare and curious plants for his own en.
joyment, among which are Asiatic and South Amer
ican specimens, aud it is well worth one's while to
look through the very interesting colleotion of this
olass, as woll as the general stook of the nureery.
Mr. Bottlemier parsonally receives visitors and is al-
ways ploased to show the nursery to those who may
oall, Oatalogne mailed free upon appliostion,

The trade of Woodburn nursery extends through.
out Oulifornis, Utah, Oregon, Washington, Idaho and
British Columbin. Bupplying nurserymen and deal.
ors {s an important feature of the business, and it is
rapidly increasing. The removal of the tariff oo trees
shipped to British Columbia has opened an impor.
tant fisld there for this business. Many Oalifornia
orchardists and nurserymen buy their stocks of the
Woodburn nursery, beosuse the trees are found to be
superior 1o the Oalifornia production. Trees and
plants propagated by means of irrigation, which in the
rale in Californis, are of inferior quality and never
yiold ss satisfactory results as those grown where the
natural conditions are entirely favorabls The oli.
mato of Oregon is peoulinrly adaplad to the sucoses.
ful prosccution of the pursery business, as woll aa the
gonersl cultivation of fruit The prices provailing
hero for first class nursery stock are aboul one-fifth
loas than thoss quoted by eastern oatalogues, and oast.
orn competition oute no figure fn the business.

This summer four bundred and fifty thousand
troen are boing budded in Mr. Bottlomior's nursery,
this wothod being preferred to the more common one
of grafting. Dadding serves the same purpose, s
more quickly and essily done, and is
loes risk. A little grafting is done in
wheo sy defective bude are attonded to.

Homisr bhas made & ‘“, of his m

loog experience and unexonlled Incilities for

o with the times in all improvements place him
the frout rank of nursArymen.




