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The merely negative virtues of the (3 Rond
are not ite only recommendations. It is not subject
to dronths nor insect pests nor great extremes of oli.
mate, Itdouprodnulnﬂywﬂﬂybuhdlohbut
fo the acre, and as high as sixty in some instances,
and oats, rye and barley in the same proportion,
Forty or fifty bushels are more than the average
yieldhntthehmuwhodoanolgatlhlrlyhnh.
ols or more from an acre of ground on which or.
dinary cultivation has been bestowed is very much
disappointed. Corn is a sucoesstul erop in the val.
ley. Root crops and vegetables of all kinds yield
well and of excellent quality. The fruit lands of the
valley are suitable for the production of apples,
pears, plums, prunes, pesches, cherries and berries,
but the frnit industry has not been developed suffioi.
ently to show any great results. All the more com-
mon varieties of fruit are grown and it is clearly de.
monstrated that orcharding can bo made s profitable
buainess with a reasonable amount of attention, The
Wallows country, just below the Grande Ronde val.
ley, is & great peach growing section, and there ap-
pears to be no reason why the Grande Ronde can not
slso be made an important fruit country. Perhape
more than any other crop fruit is sensitive to the in-
fluence of altitude, and by choosing locations about
the edges of the valley any of the fruits mentioned
above, and & great many others, would flourish. The
surrounding mountaine serve as a protection from
harmfal winds and the temperature is sufficiently
equable to render orcharding reasonsbly oertain.
Hops are being grown to quite s considerable ex-
tent and are found to be so wuccessful & crop that
many are going into the business quite extensively.
The soil and olimate seem favorable and an excellent

quality of hops is produced. Bome of the wet lands
could be ezsily drained and rendered cultivable, bllil
the hay erop is so important that they are left in
their nataral state and three or four tous of hay are ‘
harvested from an scre. |
The topography of the Grande Ronde valley doce
not present s very great variety of festures. The
spurs of the Blue mountaine bound the valley on
every side exoept the northeast where it merges with |
the Indian valley, which, in turn, joins the Wallows. |
The Grande Ronde river takes its rise in the Bloe |
mountaing more than filty miles to the weetward of
LaGirande and pursues a devious course through ean-

yous unti]l it resches the Grande Ronde valley.
Throughout its entire length it is & rapid stresm but
the beet water power privileges are near where it
*merges from the mountains, for there it can be oul-
ized and below the power is lss. The Girande Bonde
s the largest stream in Northeastern Oregon ﬂuw.tnu
into the Buake river, It is about one hundred wiles

from LaGirande to the mouth of the river. The val-
ley of the Grande Ronde is somewhat elliptical in
contour with the northeast end open. The lowsst
portion of the surface is along the river. From the
base of the mountains to the stream the descent is
gentle.  Tho land has good drainage. The soil is of
a0 alluvial nature and has groat strength and durs-
bility. There is not a foot of arid land in the valley.
Itis n most beautiful tract from any point of view,
Before it was invaded by civilization, three or four
deudumlhalndhnol!uhn&om,“’uh-
ington and Idaho used to congregate there in great
numbers in the summer time to enjoy the hunting
and fishing and racing while their animals grow fat
on the succulent pasturage. It is no wonder they
mado a desperate strugglo to retain so fair & country
o8 that.  Binoo civilizsation spread over the valley ite
appearance bas changed considorably, but it is still
an attractive place for sportamen.

Nearly all the Grande Ronde valloy was state
Iand and it has all been taken up, but in large tracts
of from three hundred and twenty fo one thoasand
sores. Tho present population, howover, is unable to
oultivate much more than half the fsrming ares, and
oligible farms oan be purohased for from $5.00 to
$15.00 an aore for the unimproved and from $16.00
up for the improved. Those who are engaged in
farming do not want fo sell unless thoy have more
than they can cultivate, which is frequently the oase.
Tho prices mentioned are for good land in the valley,
It one chooses to go a little distance into the fool.
hills, land, quite a large per cont. of which is cultiva.
ble, may bo obtained as low s #1.00 an scre. The
(irande Roude wants & few thousand people to im.
prove its nataral advantages. The faols of the conn-
try need no gilding to attract the intelligent husband.
man, It is as moch of & paradise aa is often found.

LaGrande is the ohief city of that region, bub thare
are soveral towns down the valley and In Indian val-
loy sud the Wallows counlry that are ocenters of &
floarishing trade, though they must all go to La
(irande to resch the railroad. The patronage of the
interior makes La Girande a very important trade
oonter, and the volume of business is steadily and
rapidly incressing. The efforts now being direoted
to securing masufscturing enterprisee will still fur.
ther intrench the oity in ite prosperity. The city has
» bank with a oapital of $60,000.00, earrying deposite
averaging §75,00000.  Ite business houses are all of
stable charscter. It is with pardonable pride that
the people of LaGirande state there has never been &
business failure in thelr community, The eity sup.
porta two good local newspapers. The receipls of
U:rpﬂoﬁﬂmM“mmth
per cent. s quarter.  Oue of the five government land
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