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it gives them assarancs, which they have mever be-
fore hiad, that their products will reach a g-md. IAT-
ket  Already the inflaence of this road i seen in the
inoraassd soroage of land growing farm crops where
Inat yoar stook reveled in the choicest bunch grass.
O, two, three, or ball & dozsn sections of land are
held by individusls who oan never caltivate such vast
boldings  +hey made their investmonts profitable by
raising stook, but now that the laud s mude 80 much
more valusble for geperal farming, the large land

THE WEST SHORE.

A trip over the lines of the Hunt system in June
affords s revelation for those unacquainted with the
country or imbued with the old idea of it. OF course,
there are long stretches of land as yet unimproved,
for it has only been accessible to settlers a few
months. But there are many places, too, where the
growing crops extend as far s the eye can ses on
pither hand. Wheat is king. In the latter part of
June it is ready for the harvest, and the fields present
a busy spectacle. In many of them the wheat is s

Bolders are willing to sell to settlers in smaller tracts. | tall as six foet and the heads are long avd well filled,

Peoplo with & little oapital are going oto the conutry
aud socuring bhomes, aud 1t in to such that this coun-
try offars the strougest inducements.

An important erop that comparatively fow sections
of the west oan grow sacoessfully is corn, anl this is
produced in abundance throughout the region trav-
srsed by the Huot railway system. Thoussnds of
neres of this ooreal are now grows, and the seresge
is inereasiug anuaally,  With the transformation now
boing wrought in the country between the Blue moun-
taine and the Boske and Columbin rivars, corn, hops,
vegotables nod general fraits will be important pro-
ductions, na well na the stock, wheat and pesches
which have heretofore almost monopolized the atten-
tion of producers.

Farmers in general have a deeply rooted prejadice
againet undertakiog to cultivate the soil whore irriga.
tlon s noosssary lo mako it productive. There is s
wideapread improssion, gained from uorelinble soure-
os, that this portion of the Columbin river basiv is an
arid tract, which is very wide of the fact.  No rain to
spoak of falls doring the summer season, bat the
ground retaine the moistare aud gives it off to grow.
ing vegetation throughout the dry sammer. Irrigs.
tion Is not employad in farmiog there, aud surely
opough In that line has beon done to domonstrate
the feasibility of hrmmg without it |'mp|.- ]'Mlil'lg
over the country befors it waa caltivated jumped at
the conclasion that ordinary crops would not thrive
thore, boosuse the climate s dry and the land, in s
wild state, s coverad with a growth of bhanch {TaRs
Evon many of those who have lived in that wection
for yoars only recantly dared to loave the ereek bot
toms o sttempl 1o ull the soil of the
Many old-timers wore amused 1 sie & new. comer i,
nooently set his stakes on the hills sl start |
they being so sure that the oforts of 1he
would resalt o failare  Dat wheg o
and the farmet on the hill gather! o
por nore s his neighbor i the ey
wore surprised, and coald searcdly 1)
until wuooossive yoars proved bev. |
that the hills are susceptible of (. | .
8o now the whole country is eqanlly 1\

rolling hills
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The evenness of the growth is somewhat remarkabla
The fields are not spotted, nor is the graiu lodged or
killod by insect pests that cause such wide devasts.
tion in the crops of eastern farmers. One may ride
along the edge of grain flelds for miles, or throngh
the middle of them, and find the growth everywhere
the same. At intervals the broad expanse of ripening
grain is broken by fields of thrifty corn, some of
which contain hundreds of acres. Its dark color and
luxuriant growth show that it is in the midst of favor-
ing circumstances, sud the yield, when the harvest
time for that cereal comes, is all that could be desired.
Peach orchards are coming to be quite namerons in
that country, aod, now that there are facilities for
getting the fruit to market in proper time, orchard
ing will be one of the chief occupations of the people.
The quality of the frait prodact, as well as of the
grain, is most excellent, and is making a reputation
wherever it is known. The country is still so new
that it is not well known what the range of products
it oan secommodate is.  Almost everything which has
been tried, whether of fraits, grains or vegetables,
bas proved successful.

Bosides the lines of the Hant system now in op-
eration as noted above, work is now being prosecuted
on extensions that will greatly inorease ite influence
and patronage in the Inland Empire. The extensions
to be completed this season are:

First—From Walls Walla to Waitsburg by way
of Dixie, thenoe to Dayton and on to Whetstone hol-
low, & total distance of about forty-five miles. A
!Mi,'i' foroe of men is now at work on this lm whieh
will be ready to carry this season's crop to market.

Secoud - From the present terminus of the Eareks
fat branch to Riparia, on the Snake river, s distance
of fiftean milos,

Third—From Walla Walla southerly through Mil-
tou sod up the Grande Ronde valley to Union, a dis-
tanoe of wbont vinety miles. This still rests upon the
cqt.t:l.g--::cy of ruiaing A lﬂbiid,’ Of 'lm,mm- for
which & proposition has been submitted o the citi-

ns of Usion and the other towns of the '.uay that
will be affscted by the construction of the rosd

Fourth—From Falton, near Pendleton, in an cast-




