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OREGON MARBLE.

10 test the suthenticity of & marble dilgm‘el'jh the
l proofs are very simple and essily f’bh.m"d' Pare
marble effervesces in acids; gives quicklime by “l
eination; hns & conchaidal, scaly fractare; can bﬂ sl
ly soratobied with  knife. These qualitics u.mtad 00-
our only in the three principal varieties of limestone

in the waconroid, like that of Carrars, the mo‘_i"-’“
slatuary marble; in the folisted limestone, constitut-
iu‘ the mljc!uu statuary marhle, like that of Pme
aod in many of the transition and carboniferous lime-
stones, subordinate to the coal formation.

Bupposing these requirements to exist, the only
things neaded to constitute a profitable marble quarry
aro & large extont of homogeneous limestone and good
fucilition for transporting the slabs to market when
out. It in wimply from these advantages combined
that none of the statuary marble quarries of the pyr-
enoes, Bavoy, Corsion and other places, one impor-
tant, have over been able to compoete with the quar.
rios of Carrara valloy, in Italy.

The question now comes, have we any marble in
Oregon of the requisite qualitios in pareness and col-
or, atd near enough to railroad tranaportation, o jus-
tify the bope of their being of value in the future?
The soawor is as distinet and pronounced as the ques-
tion.  Oregon, though ouly superfioially explored in
this connection, in already proved to be full of such
quarrics, from Baker and Wallows countios in the ex.
treme omst, down along the minersl formation o
Cirant's Pass, in the extreme south, [n [not, the sides
of the intervening valleys in many places, like the
oolobrated Carrara vallay, soem 0 be mountains of
marble, and what is better, as pure in quality and
color as nay vow produced iy Europe or England, ex.
oepting & fow spocial varieties not yet lound hers,

The quarrios | am personally most familiar with
are those near the town of Josoph, Wallows county,
To these 1 aball confine mysolf iy showing what the
marble lDlhll",‘ will sooll b h'l"‘l. A D this em[
ot hold mywelf responnible for the statements made.

The quarries in (juestion are witusted noar the
mouth of Hurrioaso oreek, about {wo and & balf milos
vorthwest of the towp, salfioiently high up in (he
moutlaine above the otvek to allow them to be work.
od o a greal ll"I““'-l bofore water toterfores, The
work, so far w they bave gune, onn be seeti from the
town. At this point there are toy cInims, fiftonn thog.
sand foot in longth by six hundred feet
about seven sare of land, well timbered
The property is owned by citixons of Jos
rabed as the wd't"l Marhlo l'-‘n,;-‘;.‘
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THE WEST SHORE.

—one white, two grays, one red. Bamples of theg 1
took lnst year to Ban Francisco, where they were thop.,
oughly polished and subjected to the severest tests of
acids and fractare that could be applied. The opin.
ion of all the leading marble men in that city who
saw the samples was uniformly the same, tha they
were all the very best American marble ever exhibit.
ed in the conntry. In fact, I had the greatest dif.
culty in making them believe that they were really an
American product. On being polished to its ful] .
pacity, the white sample appeared at least two do.
groes whiter than the best Carrara marble in the msy.
ket and equally pure in charaoter. Thé red was ad.
mitted to be equal to the best Bootch and superior f
the best Tenneasee red in the market; while the two
grays bad no equal in the market. The darker gray
of the two, indeed, is equal to any marble ever take
out of the earth. The cost of developing the quarries
thoroughly at this point would not be serions,

A variegated marble quarry is situated on the
same creek, about three miles above the
company. It produces two or three varieties, s gray
aud & blue, both abeolutely perfect. This
consists of six elaims, of the usual size. The marble
here shows out in solid form, without arack or crovies,
tosuch an extent that blocks fifteen by twenty feet
could be sawed from the ledge to-day without fur.
ther stripping. The vein can be traced up the moun.
tain quite plainly as far as the six olaims extend back
from the creek.

Besides these, there is a magnificent black marble
in the distriet, which, when polished fully, is & good
mirror, and a vein of what is called * Whitney stons"
The Iatter is valuable as forming & substitute for
granite, only much lighter and more easily worked,
both great advantages in oostly buildings. From the
finencss of grain it nocepts as perfect a polish as the
purest marble, and resembles granite in eolor.

The varistios mentioned range in prioe about 88 00,

L $0.00 or $10.00 a cubio foot, There are about twelve

and one-half oubio feet in & ton, so the standard price
is £10000 per ton for the white and rod as the most
common, ¥112 50 for the variegated as the most pop-
ular, $120.00 for the black aa the most rare. With
the exception of a small vein in England, and another
in Ireland, Belgium bas the good fortune to furnish
the world with most of ita black marble, It is this
which makes it worth £2 a cubio foot in England or
$130004 ton in Amerios. The Belgian product, o
warble men allow, is no better, if indeed as good, &
the Oregon product.  An sbundant sapply, which the

atate onn furnish at these figures, makes marble oue
of the most valusble products, and at the same time

one of the safest to speculate in,—From an artidle
eritlen by Leigh Harnett,




