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the stroatms and near the shores {arming can be suc-
oosalully earried on, aud much of the ﬂf“ﬂh"r Ined
affords the best of pastarage. No limit is known to
the soope for industrisl development op the island
All of that lerritory may lm.;ﬂl,‘ be asmidt?rtd LU
tributary to Vietoria. Then, from the smaller islands
of the adjoluing waters and from the main laud, moch
business must flow o the eapital city. The fact that
it Is the eapital of the provinee is an important [actor
ooutributing to the importance of Vietoria  The gov-
ernment is sdministered from there, snd if no other
reason existed, that alone would bhave a tendency to
draw business to the eity.  The Vietoria custom house
shows by far the largest business of any port in the
provines. Last yoar the arrivale and clearances of
marine eraflt pumbered over five hundred and sixty,
sggrogating more thay ball & million tons burthen,
exolusive of those plying to the various ports within
the provines. The exports for the yoar, as shown by
the custom house records st Vietoria, consisted of
gold, ooal, flsh, fars, hides, lumber and curios, to s
tolal valae of ®9475,0500, and the imports for the
same period aggregated $202230500. The duaties
oolleoted amounted to #47395296  These figures in-
dioate the large volume of business which is trans.
aoted af the Vietoria custom houss,

The Dritish government regards Vietoria as an
importast polot. Not alone s & growing city of
promising prospects does it sttain its full importance.
The strateglo polnt which it oooupies as & national
post of obwervation, supply and defonse entitles it to
the consideration it receives from Her Majosty's home
governmenl  Not ouly in the event of bostilities be-
tween Groat Hritaln and the United Btates would for.
tifloations st that point be almost indispensable, but
Uhe war vomsels of auy naval power might do serious
hartm o Hritish posscssions ou this comst f they wors
loft anprotseted  The naval station the British goy.
:r:::: m:n:tm ol Eaquimalt (virtually & part of

. wed of such importanee that steps
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are being taken for the erection of strong fortifics.
tions in sddition to the present means of defense,
Defenses, though not very extenqve, 8ré now main.
tained on the strait front of the eity. .It 18 expected
that the proposed government works will greatly ben.
it the town in every way.

- In deseribing the G&pltﬂl ﬁi*y, 8 few words abont
the provincial government will not prove uninterest.
ing to American readers. Until 1858 British Colum.
bis and Vancouver island were governed by the Hud.
son's Bay Company. In that year both colonies were
given a territorial government, and ten years later the
two were consolidated and the capital estabiished at
Vietorin In 1871 the province joined the Canadian
confederation, one of the considerations being that
the dominion goveroment should connect the two
oceans by & railway, which was completed in 1886,
The provinee now is governed by a governor appoint.
od by the dominion, and cabinet of five—premier,
provincial secretary, attorney general, commissioner
of lands and works, and commissioner of mines—and
s logislatare consisting of two houses, council and
assembly, the members of the former being appuint-
od and of the latter elected by popular suffrage. Brit-
ish Columbia is represented in the dominion parlis-
ment by three members in the senate and six in the
house of commons. The provincial legislature has
power to levy direct taxes and borrow money for pro-
vincial purposes, the control of public lands and pub-
lie works within the province, municipal institations,
public schools, hospitals, prisons, asylams and char-
ities, and generally all matters of a local or private
charncter. All judges except those of some of the mi-
vor courts are sppointed by the dominion govern-
ment  The provincial government is efficiently ad-
ministered, and with the inorease of wealth and pop-
Iation its influence in the legislative bodies becomes
greater through increased representation. The ity
of Vietoria is governed by a mayor and nine councils
men elected by the people.




