THE BELLINGHAM BAY OITIES,

ELLINGHAM bay indents the western shore of
the most northwestern counfy of Washington.
It is one of those basin-like harbors for which that
remarkable body of water known by the general name
of Puget sound is noted. It oocupies an ares of more
than a township, and is separated from the Gulf of
(teorgia by Lummi point, which is really the huge
delts, extending in s southerly direction, of the Nook-
sack river. The bay faces the south, and, being near.
ly opposite the Strait of Juan de Fuoa, it is one of
the most convenient to the cosan of the sound ports.
It is easily accessible at all times for the largest ma-
rine craft, and it is one of the most promising places
on the sound for the building up of large commercial
interests.

On the northeastern corner of Bellingham bay are
four towns in & row, touching each other and ocoupy-
ing together less than four miles of water front.
These are Whatoom, Sehome, Bellingham aod Fair-
haven, named in their order from the north. The
first two mentioned are incorporated cities. What-
oom is the largest and most important, having a pop-
ulation of about two thousand and being the county
seat. Behome follows with about a thousand inhab-
itants, and the other two bave six or eight hundred
people. They are all bustling, active, busy towns,
and are free from those local jealousios that so often
mar the prospects of cities having really advants-
geous situations. They are making rapid advance-
ment, and their consolidation into one corporation is
one of the things their citizens have in view for the
not distant future.

Whatoom sprang into existence at the time of the
gold excitement on Fraser river, just over the Cana-
dian boundary, in 1858, It was then on one of the
most popular routes to that northern El Dorsdo, and
at one time there were several thousand gold bunters
camped on the { site of Whatoom, They spent
the winter there, and in the spring the tented oity
dissppeared, but enough remained to found the town
that is now receiving considerable attention from the
whole northwest. The county of Whatoom was or-
ganized, » brick court house built and an eflicint lo-
sal government successfully insugurated and ocom-
mercial interests started. Btill, as the establishment
of the town st so early s date in thal then very re-
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began the modern growth that is now in progress and
is inoreasing with greater rapidity than ever before.

Up to the present time the only communieation
with Whatoom has been by water or by stage. It
has & fine harbor, though the safe water for large ves.
sels is about three thousand feet from shore. Most
of the shallow water area is ocoupied by piles, on
which many buildings are ereoted, and the whole
space is gradually being utilized as the eity expands.
All steamers can land at the large dock now wain.
tained on deep water, aud there are ample sccommo-
dations for handling freight conveniently. There are
daily boat connections for Beattle, Tacoma, Olympia,
Port Townsend and the cities of British Columbia, s
well aa to the smaller towns and poiots of interest in
the region of Bellingham bay.

Whatoom has three saw mills, & planing mill, &
sash door and blind factory and two briock kilns A
sash, door and blind factory of large oapacily s soon
to be construoted and new wharl buildiogs are under
way. Much has been done in the way of street im.
provements, over $35,000.00 having beon expended
for that purpose lnst yoar, and this yoar the work is
being continued on a still larger soale, provisions
having been made for the expenditure of over $60,.
000.00. Private entorprise is doiog s great deal to
improve the town by cloaring the outakirte of the
site of timbor and erecting many neat and comforta.
ble cottages and s number of residences of fmposing
architectural designa.  On the buainess stroets s great
doal of building is being done, sud several blooks that
would be ereditable to » city of grester pretentions
than Whatoom are already completed and ocoupled.
A number of structures, two, three and four slorles In
height, are now in course of construotion. The elty
has & publie school, four churches, a brick ocourt
house, & bank, and & newspaper, the ouly one pub.
lished in the county. The railroad conneotions belng
sstablisbed will give the city groater impetus than it
has yot experienced. The outlet of Whatoom lake
emptios fnto the bay st Whateom, where & waterfall
makes & magoificent waler power.

Hehome adjoine Whatoom on the southesst, and
oocupies & site of similar charactor, rising back from
the water, though it does not have any cousiderable
strotoh of shallow water on ite froot.  The seme kind
of growth s in progress there thel has brought
Whatoom to the front.  The two cities are working

boandary between the two corporstions and in other
public works. Bebome baa the largeet snd flaeet bo-
tol on the bay, & nationa) bank sod & large number of
basiness establishments of all kinda 1t has schools,




