THE OITY OF NEW WESTMINSTER. ‘

['RING the time of the Fraser river gold ?mm- \
l) mest, in l_.r‘.,' the El'l,' of NB' Wmm’; |
British Columbia, waa founded, by C?I"MI Moody, |
of the royal engineers, who considered it lh.e wost ad-
vanlagoons sils for the tl[lilll of the pmm The
ety i looated on the orth bank of the river, fifteen
miles from ite mouth, i sccessible for deep 'l.m’
shipping, and lies in the heart of & section of varied
and valuable resources. Bteamers also ply up the
river & hundred miles to Yale which is the center of
& distriet of considerable importance.

The ity of New Westminster is chiefly known
abroad for its salmon trade and its lumber business,
but the agrioultursl interests of the district are now
ootulng lnto prominence and giving the city addition.
ol stability, The good farming territory of British
Columbia is not & very large proportion of its whole
aroa There are considersble tracts that are fine
grazing lands, and others that irrigation would ren.
der fertile, but much of this territory that will alti-
mately, of course, become valuable, is now practical-
ly Inaccessible for the ordinary tiller of the soil
The largest and most valuable tract of farming land
in the provinoe is in the southwest corner, in the val.
loyyand delta of Fraser river, snd New Westminster
W witunted in the midst of that great garden. Luly,
Bea and Westham ialands, comprising the delta of
the river, have an ares of aver fifty thoasand acres of
the choloest land. It s not heavily timbered, and
the rich, alluvial soil yiolds arops of first quality and
in surprising quantity, Three tons of hay are taken
from an sere, ninety bashels of onta, seventy-five of
wheat, and of root erops foar hundred to eight hup. |
dred bushols At tho Inst looal fair turnips weighing |
forty pounds sacl were og exhibition, and oats weigh.
ing fifty-five pounds to the mensured bushel, What
 known s the munieipality of Delts is a similar
ares lying botweon the Fraser and Boundary bay, on
tho south  The municipalitios of Burrey L.n"h.
Maple Hidge and Chilliwhack oceupy Ih; valle o’;
both sides of the river sbove Now w“‘minlhr,“d
ombrace an area of nearly five hundred square l|nila|
of the very best agricultursl Iaode  These extend |
porthward from the Amerioan boundary & distance
of about tweaty.fire mile, but oaly inolude why
in the politioal distriet of New “'Ntmxm, v 18
ing lands reach much farthor up the }‘mﬂ' lﬂll‘:l:)
up the valloys of ite tributaries, the Pitt, the
..’ thas Hluh ; : Bh'l‘d

\ i‘hnllm Lrael, mﬁpﬂlmg -
Bfty thousand acres, L reoently come into Boti -
the Btave, and ia, e yot, almost eotirel -0
Thewo are all sxoellont ¢ | mooupled

vwing lande
ﬂ, oloared for the plow, and the soil I.IT:,QT:H:;
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mized with & clay losm. The agricultural prodys.
tions include the common grains, roots, vegetable
and & variety of fruits. A failure of crops was neve
known in that region. Dairying is a profitable ip.
dustry and it is growing in importance. Whils iy
the valley there is no government land to speak of, 4
considerable portion of the area is yet unimprove
and may be purchased at moderate prices. On the
uorthern branches of the Fraser there are still eligi.
ble loeations which may be obtained from the gor.
ernment or from the railroad company on reasonable
terms. In the interior there are large amounts of
land of all degrees of fertility and in all sorts of lo.
oations, that are waiting for settlers.

There are twelve large salmon oanneries within
oasy reach of New Westminster. These establish.
ments represent an invested capital of $500,000.00,
they employ over five thousand men during the fish.
ing season and pay out over $400,000.00 & year for
supplies. The Fraser river canneries turned out last
year forty-one thousand six hundred cases of salmon.
This is one of the most important industries of that
region. Three saw mills are now in operation in the
city, their daily capacity being one hundred and
twenty-five thousand feet of lumber. By far the
Iargest saw mill in the province is mow in course ol
construction at New Westminster. It will have a os
pacity for sawing two hundred thousand feet per day
Veasels bound to the several foreign markets
which this lumber is shipped have no difficalty in s
cending the river and taking their cargoes from the
wharves st the mills The timber is obtained in
sbandance up the Fraser river and ite tributaries
and flosted down to the mills where it is held ia
booms until manufactured. Lumber sawing consti
tutes the most important single manufsoturing indas
try of the city. It has, however, the only woolen
mill in the provinee, two foundries and machine
shops, & farniture manufactory, planing mills, s
sud door factories and cigar factories. The volome
of products turned ont by these establishments b
A0 lmportant influence on the prosperity of the aily:
Tt?o New Wostminster, qun:hmpegz & Beattle
railway, now in prooess of construction between Be:
stle sod New Westminster, will have its shops ia
the Iatter city and will build s railway snd trafie
bridge scross the Fraser river, this having bees
sgreed upon as & consideration for a bonus and oéf:
tain }erminnl facilities which were granted it

- New Westminster is well supplied with edues
tonal facilities, it having good publie schools, & high
school, and two or three private educational instite-

tios. It has the on) in the
. y free publio library in
provinee. There iy g publio pu and also oné




