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KOUENOI.ATUIIE OF THE PACIFIC COAST.
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cerUinod, the origin of Borne of the names of moet

common use, the reason for their being bestowed, the

process of their evolution, if such a change has taken

place and the other titles the same objects have borne

in times past In a more elaborate article, these

BiKht be classified according to their origin, but in

this brief sketch they will be taken at random, and

necessarily a great many will not be spoken of at all.

Let us begin with the names of the states and ter-

ritories. California is a word of doubtful origin. It

first appeared, so far as is now known, in a popular

romance which was published in Seveille, Spain, in

the year 1510. It was entitled " The Sergas of

tho Son of Amadis, of Gaul," and related

many wonderful adventures of that mythical person.

In this book occurred the following passage: " Know

that on tho right hand of the Indies there is an island

called California, very near the Terrestrial Paradise,

which was peopled by black women, without any men

among them, because they were accustomed to live

after the manner of the Amazons. They were of

strong and hardened bodies, of ardent courage, and

of great force. Tho island was the strongest in the

world, from its steep rocks and great cliffs. Their

arms were all of gold, and so were the caparisons of

of the wild beasts they rode."

This exciting and popular book was universally

read in Spain for many years after its publication,

and no doubt did much to inflame the young cavaliers

with that spirit of adventure which took so many of

them to tho New World in search of the fountain of

perpetual youth, and mythical cities with their stores

of silver, gold and precious stones, for which they

searched for more than two centuries. Twenty-fiv- e

years later, Cortez, having completed his bloody con-

quest of Mexico, and having constructed vessels on

the Pacifio coast of that country, dispatched an expe-

dition in search of an island " of Amazons, or women

only.abounding in pearls and gold," of which the

" grcRt men " had told him. The result of this expe-

dition was tho discovery of the peninsula of Lower

California, to which the historian Gomez informs ui
was given tho name California. There have been va-

rious speculations among scholars and geographers

concerning tho origin of this word, and by some of

them tho early explorers have been credited with

manufacturing it from the Latin calix fornax (a hot

furnace), or tho Spanish calliila fornalla. If they

uui, it is tho only instance on record where they man- -
" "i feature or ihmr . .. , : . ...
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