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THE WEST BHORE.

Oue of thess mille was loeated on the water

abroad : Far vedrs
front of the prosent city of Vapoouver, Yor yea

and & few wooden

this matber primitive saw mill, \
buildings oocapied by lambermen and hn.hr-rml’ll. con
stitated the anly settlement there, and 1t was k_""“'u
by the expressive name “(iaatown.”"  Later 1t as-
r'm;n! A more ::ui-lrlnl.l position, and was for & num-
bt of yoars during which it grew to be a lﬂWI.i of
shout st bupdred inhabitants, called Granville.
When it bad become a definitely settled fact that the
Cansding Pacifio railway woald make that point its
woalorn tormives, the hitherto insignificant bamlet
suddenly sprang into prominence, The railway com-
pavy, by s graut from the government, secured oon-
trol of the land pon which the city must be built,
and the policy pursued by the company has resulted
in establishing s foundation for u giant growth. Peo-
ple from the esstery provivoes flocked to the pros-
peotive motropolin in great pumbers, and it was re-
solved o entirely reorganize the town.  Accordingly,
this wan done, aud the eity of Vancouver was incor-
porated on the date mentioned, the narmo being in bonor
of Captain George Vancouver, of the British navy,
who dissovered, t'lp]ul'r‘li snd pamed Durrard inlf‘t,
noatly s hundrad years ago.

The conditionn imposed ov purchasers of proper-
ty in Vaweouver are such that no mere speculstors
fan l-u)' the Iand and hold it, withont 'lmprm-pmtam'
for the rise in value which the indastry of other peo-
ple will be sure to bring it This policy has tended
to keap out advesturers and to secare the benefits of
the eity's sdyaneemont to those who have homes thare,
or to those who are interested in its business affairs,
Tho bailding conditions secompanying transfors dur.
ing the past two weeks the last two wooks of March

biod purchasers to srect this soason stone and brick
stractures aggregating i valae $125000 00, These
buaildings will vot be all in ope locality, but will be
soattered over s coosiderable aren.  This polioy re
lieves the city of the Appearanos of being crowded,

lbl’ fHOOUIAg e CLpAnAIOn In all thn““”n.' 'hﬂl' ”li*
intervening property s, of codrss, sugmented in val.
ue. Hut the city has expenienond & remar
to resch the stage that will enable property owners to
practios Wis system. [y & town of wlow growth seat.
tere] business blocks would be unpr
would be usoloss to atempt to epf,
fions aa are laid down ih \'u,:\.u\‘-r.
trasalormation has beey wr ught i

bere, that there i unbounded o wh
growth, and the buildings do yot {nereass iy pumt

fnstor than the business demand for them in number

Basivoss men who locat
bo located Vasoouver these or

foar years a0 well oo ber (e Sninviting appear
anoe which the wildernoss of At viewni ;

kable growth

fitable, and it
iroe such condi.

Bat such »
s fow mwonths
denoo in ite fytgre

Nine-tenths of the present area of the city was 5
dense, unbroken forest of huge firs, There was but
u single street cleared of timber, and a few rude roads
led into the gloomy wild. To build a eity there wag
certainly s Herculean task. The timber was removed
at 8 cost of $200.00 to $300.00 per acre, and, follow.
ing the retresting forest, massive structures of stone
and brick sprang up, streets were graded, sidewalks
built, snd large business enterprises inaugurated,
Some of the finest business blocks in the city stand
on ground that, three years, or even two years ago,
was occupied by & howling wilderness. The Cana.
dian Pacific railway was completed to Vancouver in
May, 1887, when the first through train arrived from
Montreal. That year, also, the Canadian Pacific com.
pany pat & line of steamships on the route between
Vancouver and Chins and Japan, Those two impor.
tant projects gave an impetus to the growth of the
city, by placing ite advantages entirely beyond the
realm of speculation, and the advancement the city
made was truly marvelous,

A great conflagration, in June, 1886, nearly wiped
the young city out of existence, but before the embers
died, materisls for rebuilding were on their way to
Vancouver, and where small wooden structures were
before, there arose grand edifices of stone, brick and
iron. The fire seemed to be a positive benefit, and in
a few woeks all traces of it had been removed and
the town presented a vastly better appearance. Un.
der the influence of the large transportation interests
which were established there the next year, the build.
ing of the city progressed rapidly, and during 1887
most of the city plat was cleared of timber, and s
large amount of street work was done. Then it really
began to assume the appearance of & city and its nat-
ural physical advantages were made apparent.

Since that time its progress has been unhindered
by any dissster, and Vancouver now, probably, con-
tains more handsome buildings than any other city
of its size in the country, The eity is laid out on 8
wagnificent scale, and it is being built up in a style
fully in secord with the plan. Its residences, busi
uces blocks, hotels and publio buildings of all classes
would be creditable to any city, Daring the yoar
IS5, buildings aggregating in valne $1,350,000.00
were erected within the corporation limits. In Janu-
Wry, 1555, the city assessment showed a taxable valu:
wtiou of property aggregating nearly $3,600,000.00,
sud the population was then, in round numbers, six
thoussud. * In Junuary, 1889, the total valaation of
sable property was $6,600,000.00, and the inbsbit-
wits numbered oleven thonsand. Liast year $85,000 00
Yot cipended in street improvements, making the
totul Iu:lmgp of g“ded streets in the dt’ m“y,ﬁix'
sud therp are twenty-ﬂu miles of sidewalks. Btreet




