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THE WEST SHORE. %09

So much has been written about the magnificent
scenery of the northwest that it seems almost useless
to speak of it in connection with each of the places
we have occasion to describe. Still, grand as is the
general character of this scenery, each locality has
features peculiarly its own. The rugged mountain
ranges and the grand snow-capped peaks form a part
of the landscape from almost any point of view, and
from no two points do they present exaotly the same
appearance. From Olympia the white mass of Rain.
ier looms up against the sky to the eastward and
Olympus to the northwest. To the southeast, Moant
St. Helens is the principal featare. But immediately
around Olympia are many charming bits of scenery
that interest all visitors, the chief one being the inlet
at the head of which the city is situated. Its deap,
clear water, and the banks clothed with verdure in
luxuriant variety, its placid wildness, make a view
that is rarely sarpassed. The high shores are fre.
quently cleft by wild streams flowing down from the
hills of the interior, where the angler may find ss rich
sport a8 his heart desires. The drives about the city
form another attraction that is much frequented.
Thera is boating and driving and huntiog aud fishing

to suit the most fastidious or timid, or for the most
daring. The traveler in search of healthful diversion
and pleasant surroundings will find both at Olympia.
A special ¢ffort is now being made to provide sccom-
modations that will attract the vast number of tour- |
ists that frequent the Pacific const. |
It is estimated that about six hundred people a |
month are being added to the population of Olympia |
and vicinity through immigretion. This estimate is
based on the number of passengers which the trans-
portation lines carry into the city in excess of the
number taken away, and is a pretty reliable indics-
tion of the somewhat remarkable growth that is tak-
ing place there, Of course, many of the newcomers
settle outside the cicy, some of them going s number
of miles back in the country and buying farms or tak.
ing up government lands, which may yet be obtained
in fairly eligible locations, but they increase the
wealth of the territory directly tributary to Olympia
aud build up the interests on which it depends for
support and growth. The inflax daring the past fow
months has been so great that the facilities for enter-
taining the strangers in the city have been taxed fo
the utmost. Recognizing the demand for greater ac-
commodations, the eitiz:ns have organized s company
wnd raised £50,000.00 for the erection of fine hotel,
aud the work is fairly under way now. The site se-
lected is one of thé most sightly aud plenssut in the
city, and the structare, when comploted, will bo first
olass in every respect, and one of which the citizens

sy well feel proud. Besides the jmportant purposs

which it will serve, this hotel will add another to the
already considerable list of publie buildings of the
city.

The most important publio building in Olympia
is, of course, the eapitol. This is & frame structure,
two stories high, with a dome. It is situated on an
eminence in the southern part of the oity, and over.
looking a portion of the inlet. The needs of the ter.
ritory have so far outgrown the limited room of the
eapitol building, that it has been found necessary to
provide quarters for the territorial auditor in another
building, down in the business portion of the oity,
One of the most imperative demands of Washington
at present is a now oapitol, and as provisions have
been made for ite admission as a state this year, the
construction of a state house will not be delayed
much longer.  Next in importance are the court houss,
county clerk's office and the county jail. The eity
ball and firemen's hoadquartors complote the list of
structures used for official purposes, unless the three
public school buildiogs, in which eight hundred ohil.
dren receive instruction, be so olasified. Thore are
two academies in the city, one under Methodist and
the other under Roman Catholie supervision, and a
hoapital maintained by the Iattor denomination. The
oity has soven ohurches, all of them neat and substan.
tial structures aud well supported.  Four publie
parks are provided for the city's adoroment, and in
the suburbs are the territorial fair grounds and race
track. For a town the size of Olympis, it has unusu.
ally fine business blocks and residences, which are
oconstantly increasing in number. lu the watter of
musicipal improvements it is in the front ravk, snd is
keeping pace with the growth that is ceutering st that
poink.

There was recently ineorporated in Olympis a
company for the construction of a streot railway,
which is oue of the important rojects al preseul oo
cupying the sttention of the local eapitaliste. It in
probable that, before many months bave passed, the
motor line o Tumwster, which s now snder con.
stroction, sud & stroet oar line across the bridge to
the west side, will both be in ()pﬁtluﬂll. Thoss an.
torprises will meet with a hoarty weloome on the part
of the eitizons, and, no doubt, will be M""'
supported.  The rapidity with which the elty’s area
is beiog extonded wurely warrants the building of
stroet transit lines to scoommodate suburban resl.
denta,

The town of Tumwater, adjolning Olympia on the
south, and for all l"“““l purposss & part of the
T ﬂ,ri,,f.[pm' has one of the best walor pawats
it Western Washington. The large body of waler of
tho DesChutes river {alls sightyfive foot lo & hori.
" yutal distance of sbout filteon handred '“ M
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