the river. With such undeniable rights and equities
on both sides, a complete surrender by either was
impossible, and after a full discussion, a treaty of
joint occupation for ten years was agreed upon, by
which nominal possession of Astoria should be given
to the United Btates, but actual possession and own-
ership should remain in the Northwest Company, an
English corporation.

Iu 1819 the United States government added the
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As the ten year period of joint ooccupation drew
near to its close, new commissioners were appointed
and the whole subjoct was again opened. The olaims
of the United States, as previously outlined, were
again urged, and the proposition was made to divide
on the fifty-first parallel, Gireat Britain taking all
north of that to filty-four-forty. Great Britain de.
clined to acknowledge the claims as set forth, and
urged substantially the same olaims as in the previ.
ous discussion. After a number of communioations

Spanish title to its claims by the Florida purchase,
which also included all SBpanish claims north of the
forty-second parallel. Daring the ten year period
the question was spasmodically discussed in congress,
and much correspondence on the subject passed be-
tween the two governments. The United States urged
its Bpanish title as its right by original discovery,
also that the mouth of the Columbia river was hers
by dual right of discovery and settlement; and, there-
fore, following the general rule which had been ob-
served by Earopean nations in colonizing Ameries,
all the country tributary to the river and its conflu-
ente was also subject to her dominion. As the Col.
umbia sweeps northward to the filty-third parallel, it
was urged that, by this title alone, the government

had passed, the English commissioners proposed that
the boundary line follow the forty-ninth parallel west
until it struck the Columbis, and then the main chan.
nel of that stream until it reached the ocean, naviga-
tion of the river to be open and fres to the subjeots of
both governments. As a counter proposition, the
American representative offered the forty-ninth par.
allel to the ocean. The difference was that in the lat.
ter case all of Washington Territory west of the Col.
umbis and the southern portion of Vancouver island
would belong to the United States, and in the former
to Eogland. Neither proposition was accepted, and
negotiations were closed, but in 1526 wero again re.
opened, when another commissioner was sent to Lon-

had indisputable right to the whole region lying be-
tween the forty.second and fifty-third parallels. In
1820 the Czar of Russia issued an imperial ukase, by
which exclusive title was asserted on the coast from
the Arctic ocean as far south as the fifty-first parallel,
based upon original discovery and undisputed occu-
pation for npwards of fifty years. Both Eogland and
the United States formally protested, and separate
negotiations by both governments were carried on
with Russia, resulting, finally, in the full acknowl.
edgement of Russian title as far south as filty-four
degrees and forty minutes, which at once became the
porthern limit of the claim of the United Btates. Ao.
other step was the promulgation of the celebrated
“ Monroe doctrine.” In his message to congress De.
cember 2, 1823, President Monroe said that the
“ American continents, by the free and independent
position they had assumed, are henceforth not to be
considered as subjects for colonization by suy Earo-
pean power.” This elicited & formal protest from
both England aud Russia. In February, 1824, Gen-

Pacific, by which, “
granted to British subjects

his proposition to forcibly #x
he disputed territory, and it did m
he future negotiations.

eral Jessup submitted to congress & proposition to
pstablish & chain of posts from Council Bluffs to the
at the expiration of the privilege
to trade on the waters of
the Columbia, we should be ensbled to remove them
rom our territory and to secure the whole trade o
pur citizens.” (ireat Britain was justly offended st
ibly expel her subjects from
uch to complicate

don. Kngland again offered the line of the forty.
pinth parallel and the Columbin river, with a sop in
the shape of s slice of Washington south of Giray's
harbor and Hood's canal thrown in. The American
proposiion was the same as before, with free navigs-
tion to the sea from all branches of the Columbia ly.
ing north of that line. The claims of title were sub.
stantially the same as before, except that the United
States added that of * contiguity,” olaiming that the
populous settlements in the Mississippi valley consti-
tuted a strong claim to the extension of suthority
“ gver the contiguous vaeant territory, and to the oe
cupation and sovereiguty of the country sa far ss the
Pacific ocean.” The pioneers who, s fow years Iater,
toiled wearily across the miles of plain and mountain
soparating the Mississippi valley from that of the
Willamette, wore not so foreibly impressed with the
“contiguity " of the two as was Mr. Gallatin, the
Ameriosn commissioner. To offsst England's olaim
of settlement aud possession by remson of Fraser's
post and other posts of the Hudson's Bay Company,
which hiad » that time sbsorbed the Nortbwest Com.
pany, Mr. Gallatin denied that mere fur teading fae-
tories, being simply private enterprises, could be con.
sidered settloments such na were necessary to perfect
the title of & nation to an extended region; but by do-
ing this he discredited the best title of his own gov.
ernment, based upon the founding of Astoria by the
Pacific Far Company; also, by  simple process of
reasoning, the discovery title claimed through Gray's
' discovery of the mouth of the Columbia, sinee Giray



