sy neaps of gold, but had been attacked by Indiaus,
aud was fortunate to escape with his life. A select
company of thirty men was secretly organizad, Mr.
Rose being one of them, and under the leadersbip of
the romancing Marks, set out in quest of the bouanza.
They followed the divide between the Yuba and
Feather, the same route pursued by Stoddard’s dapes
a few weeks later, until they reached the mouth of
Nelson creek, when Marks informed then that he was
completely bewildered, and they returned home in
disgust.

Mr. Rose still believes that the Indian told a true
story, and that Rich bar, on the Middle Feather, was
the place where he obtained his specimens; also, that
Marks, who had led them very near that place, was
anable to find it, simply because he had never been
there and did not know its exact location. Mr. Rose
farther believes that this was the foundation of Btod.
dard's Gold lake; that having heard of the Indian's
tale and Marks' improvements upon it, he had been
inspired to adopt the same tactics as the veracious
Marks, and had invented Gold Inke and the Iodians
for the purpose of securing followers, trasting to luck
to strike something rich when he reached that region.

Iz 1858 the Marysville News printed what pur-
ported to be the bottom facts about Stoddard and his
(told Iake adventure, the information being supplied
by William C. Stokes, then one of the proprietors of
the United States hotel in that city. It was to the
offect that early in the spring of 1850 Mr. Btokes was
employed at the cabin of & man named Ferrel, on
Deer creek, when one day s stranger appeared with a
large sack of gold dust and had long consultation
with Forrel, which Stokes, who was lying in his
bunk, overheard. The stranger said that he had
gathered the dust on the banks of a lake somewhere
northeast of the forks of Yuba river, since known m
Downieville, where it existed in grest (uantitios; that
he had been taken to it by Indisns, who bad helped
gother the dast; that he came sway 1o procar® = il
ply of provisions, and having broken fliﬂ‘I with his
Indian partners by not retarning st the time prom-
ised, he was now afraid to go back without s strong
party to protect him from their wrath. He wanted
Forrel to form a party to go with him, but 1or #9%0
reason unknown by Mr. Stokes his employer woald
have pothing fo do with it Ouly » few weeks s
in April, Mr. Btokes was mining 8¢ Freach corral,
when a man came m who said his name Whe Stod-
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dard, and that be was & miner from Frenchuman's bar,
on the Yuba He took dinner with Stokes, and of-
terwards they engaged in an extended conversation,
in which Stoddard said that he had onee belonged to
the English navy, and had been wounded in the bowm.
bardment of Acre, to prove which he exhibited & sear
on one of his lage—the same sear, Mr. Blokes thought,
which he & low weeks later displayed to the doubting
Thomases who rofused to eredit his Cold lake ad.
venture. It was then Mr. Btokes' turn to relate an
exploit, #0 ho rehoarsed the tale ho had overbeard the
stranger unfold to Ferrel, smplifying it sufficlently to
make it spicy and interesticg, This, be thought, was
Stoddard's inspiration, for about the first of June, st
which time he was keeping s public house st Deer
ville, twelve miles from Middle Yubs, Mtoddard and
his origioal party of Giold Iake adveuturers jraancd |
by, The leader of them refused to recoguise Mr.
Stokes when bo eutered the cabin, He tried in valn
to persuade some of Stoddard's dapes to abandon the
entorprise, but it was like talking against the north
wind, The article concluded by saying that Stoddard
waa then living in Bierrs cousty, * well to do in the

It is peodless to recount the speculations vl
opinions of the surviving mewmbers of the first ero.
wnde; they are ae various sa the crosaders. Upon his
retarn to the lowsr mizes, Bloddard endeavored o
form another company to search for the olusive lakn,
bat he was considerad erazy, Inughed ot by sowe, sl
listenad to patroniziogly by others, s one hamors
{ho vagaries of a lunatie For several yoars he hung
sbout the mines of North Yubs, boring ovorybody
with inosssant repetitions of his story, and spending
his summers in zoslous search for the Inke, in the e
istanios of which his confidence remalund unsbakes.
What finally beeame of it [ have never learned
There are still 1o be found men who believe implieit-
ly in the trathfalnoss and sincerity of the man who
lod thetm on that wild lovssion of \he mountaines, sid
who account for bis inability W0 flad the lake by the
theory that one of the landalides, 8o frequest io the
spring in thet regioo, had buried i, tll'ullcﬂ.“
part of it in which the gold had been found. Verily,
not until the generstion of ¥ shall bave jaames |
away and joined “ thal {ngamersble throng,” will be-
liof entirely dissppest in the goiden peblie of that
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