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THE GRAY'S HARBOR QOUNTRY,

ARBORS on the Pacific const
are not 8o numerous as on the
Atlantic seaboard, and a good
harbor on this side of the
continent is of correspond.
ingly great importance. On
the thirteen hundred miles
of American Pacific const
line, from Ban Diego to Pu.
get sound there are but four
i wetitd  natural harbors acocssible st

e = | Il times to deep draught

e " l vessels—those at either end
of the line, and San Francisco bay and the Columbia
river intervening. There are a number of roadsteds
and small bays accessible during portions of the year
or for light dranght boats, such as Hamboldt, Coos,
and Yaquins bays and Port Orford, none of which,
however, are entitled to be classed as entirely relisble

harbors for sea craft. Perhaps ranking nest in im-
portance to the four principal harbors just mention.

ed is Giray's harbor, which is & perfectly land-locked
natural refuge, sccessible to bosts of medium draught,
aud capable of being rendered suitable for the deep.

est ocean eraft.

(iray's harbor is the name of an inlet from the
Pacific ocean indenting the shore of Washington Ter-
ritory sbout one-third the way up the cosst from the
Columbis river to the Straits of Jusn de Fuea It
occupies a triangulsr ares approximating one buo-
dred square miles, extending inland sbout fiftecs
miles sud being about twelve miles scross at the bar,
which is soparated from the ocean by two poiuls of
lsnd —Peterson’s point, projecting from the south-
ward, and Daman's point, from the portbward The
cutrance is between one and two miles broad and s
obstructed by the usual bar, having » chanpe! seven
hundred feet wide, carrying at low tide s depth of
twenty feet'of water, with a well defined line of broak-
ers on each side. There are no shifting bars aboul
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the entrance to Giray's harbor, and the water, ostead
of becoming more shallow, is desper now than when
the bar was surveyed in 1852 Tho estimated anchor.
ago aroa inside the harbor is four thousand five bhun.
dred aores, oarrying st least thirty feet of waler st
low tide. The usual tides in the harbor are sight to
ten feot, and spring tides about fourteen feet, o the
Iargost vessals, by crossing the bar st high tide, way
enter and depart in safoty. Within the harbor are
some shoal places, but they are by no means danger.
ous, and the bare could easily be removed by dredg.
ing No money has ever been spont on this harbor
to improve its navigability, The comparatively large
commerce of Ciray's harbor has been built up entire.
ly without the aid of government improvements and
upon the merits which the country naturally pos.
penace.

Ewptying into the apex of the triangularly shaped
bay is Chehalis river, one of the most imporiant
streams in Washinglon territory. It dralne an ares
of fally two thousand square miles and s pavigable
lor sea golng ships to Montesano, the Chehalis coun.
ty seat, situsted about fifteen wmiles from the mouth
of the stroam.  This is ae far as the effoets of the
tide are usually noticeabls. Of course river boals ply
many miles fartber up the Chebalia The official
record shows that bosts drawlag three foek of water
oan navigate the Chebalis river & distanes of seventy
milis from its mouth dariog nive months of the year,
[ta chisl tributaries are the Wynoookie sud Batsop,
both flowing from the sorthward and navigable »
sumber of miles for small bosts.  The Black, Coquo.
lum, Delazens, Lincols, Moek Chabalia, and Bhook.
umechack are branches valaable for Hosting Mmber
from the wooda

The olber streams flowing to Gray's harbor ars,
trom the porth, the Wishkab, the Hoquisw sed tbe
Hamptuleps, of which only the last wettimed s wA
ofected by the tide and not navigable. The tide s
cends the others twelve of fiftoen miles, for which




