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SALMON FISHING ON THE COLUMBIA RIVER.

f NE of the great
industries of the
Pacific oconst s
that of preserving
fish by salting,
smoking and can-
ning, ns woll s
that of extracting
oll. Leadiog in
importance is the
sulmor, followed
by the cod, hali-
but, dog s and
other smaller va.
rioties.  The eod
| ' fishing in confined
- “ to the Alsskan baoks, the
' seat of the industry being
Nan Francisco, though ex.
tensive banks of the excel.
<~ lent fish known s “black
; ood " were located this ses-
son off Qaeen Charlotte
islands, by s Vietoris ves.
sol, and many fish csnght
and brought to market. The halibut indastry is jost
beginning, the fish being csught off Vancouver and
(Queen Charlotte islsnds by vessels making their
headqaarters in Puget sound. Oil is made from the
livers of dog fisb, st Bkidegate, on Queen Charlotte
islands, and on the mainland the oolschan, or eandle
fisb, is pressed into oil or dried. All other forms of
fishing industry combined do not equal, in extent and
valae, that of the sslmon, which is earried on along
vearly every important stream entering the Pacific,
from the Sseramento, in Celiforaia, to the Yukos, in
Alasks. Csnning is the usual form of preservation,
though large quantities are salted and smoked for the
market, and by the Indisns dried in the sus for wis.
ter food

Loading all other streams in (he quantity and val.
uo of its pack, is the Columbia, followed in order of
importance by the Bacramento and Fraser. Of late
yoars the Alasks pack has been coming to the front,
aud the indications polnt to that region as the seat of
the most extensive salmon eauning intercsts in the
world in » few years, becauso of the multitades of
salmon that run in ite waters, and the low cost of con.
ducting the business. At other points in Oregon be.
sides the Columbis, salmon eanning is earried on,
such s Coquille river, Coos bay, Yaquine bay and
Tillamook bay; and in Washington, Gray's harbor
and Poget sound add their quots to the total outpul.
In British Columbis, various rivers and inlets north
of Fraser river combined pack a greater number of
onsos (han Fraser river itsell. Tho total pack of the
present season on the Columbis was threo hundred
and sisty thousand cases, being little more than one.
ball that of 1853, the bighest previoualy mades, which
reached a total of six bundred and twenty.nine thou.
sand cases. The tolal of British Columbis for the
present season was one hundred and fifty.six thou
saod five hundred oases, of which Fraser river fur.
nished forty.one thousand iz hundred.  As the sea
son st other poluts is not yet closed, the totals can
not be given,

A grost many distinet varietios of salmon are
found in Pacific walors, some of which are of such &
superior quality as to enhance the reputation of that
favorite flah, while others are of no commercial value
By far the best flavored and best adapted W onouing
is the one which has rendersd the Columble river
brands the leading ones i the markets of the workd
Happily, too, its distribation s grest, and its nusm.
bers apparently uslimited, ae i russ in coustles
throngs in the Beersmento, Columbis, Puget sound
rivers and streams of British Columble, Alasks,
Kuntchaths sod Asia.  This s the Qainnat, the larg.
oot of the slmon family, resching & marimum slee of
uinety pounds, and sveraging from sitteen o wenty.




