THE WEST SHORE.

A PICTURESQUE TOUR.

PART 11,

)ORTLAND, the metropolis of the northwest,
claims, and well deserves, more than the pass-
ing notice of the tourist. In many respects it is a
city unique in its characteristics. A recent writer
aptly observes that from whatever direction a person
approaches it he emerges from the woods. Its site
was originally selected, with rare prescience, from
among those continuous woods of which the poet sang
long before its locators even thought of seeking homes
on these far-off shores. The judiciousness of their
action has been amply vindicated by the passing
years. Attempts have been made to build up rival
communities pearer the sea, but each effort has failed
in its purpose. Until within the past five years, nat-
ural gravitation has resulted in pouring into Port-
|and’s warehouses and commercial establishments, by
rail and by steam and sailing vessels, the undivided
wealth of the great Inland Empire. Within that pe-
riod, a railroad having its terminus on Puget sound
has challenged a “ division of the spoils.” But the
result has been to arouse the public men of Portland
to the exhibition of renewed energy, vigorously di-
rected, not only to the retention of fields already won,
but to the enlargement of her commercial dependen-
cies and tributaries, and right well have they done
their work. A fixed population of sixty thousand
souls is claimed for Portland and its adjacent towns
and villages within a radius of three miles, all of
which, by the operation of thé same force of natural
law which has made the city what it now is, will in.
evitably, and that within a short time, be included
in the corporation proper. These things are, perhaps,
of but incidental interest to the tourist. Neverthe.
less, the knowledge of the fact that for a third of »
century Portland was practically without a rival for
sbsolute supremacy in trade for & region greater in
area than that of three or four ordinary monarchies,
will serve at once to emphasize the ever multiplying
evidences of wealth and refinement and culture which
present themselves to view, and explain the painfully
spparent contradietions of a four story, hundred fect
wide, marble fronted block, in close juxtaposition with
» tumble-down rookery, mossy with sge and strangely
incongruous with its surroundings.

Portland has many attractions; but what the Old
South chureh is to Boston, what Independence ball
is to Philadelphia, what its bay is to Naples, what the
Acropolis was to Athens, or the Forum to Rome, Mt
Hood is to this city.

Grim monolith in nature’s temple vast,

White warden of the gateway to the sea,
Throagh which the proud Columbia pours its food |

When skies are cloodless and the air is balm,
And all the vale is carpeted with flowers,

And all the trees are glorious in green robes ;
When birds are nesting and the flelds are lush
With promise of great crope and well filled barns,
And orchards heavy with uiripened (rails,

And nature seems once more st hor full prime,
Fair as in Eden at creation's dawn—

Serene in his unblemished purity,

The towering mount, in robe of samite white,
And seen of all men, witness bears 1o all

That the round earth, swung by its golden chain
Fust by the throne of God, ean not be moved,

Buch is Mount Hood as it appeared lo me, scross
fields and through long vistas of grove and orebard,
on & June day not long ago. If I am nsked from
what point of view about Portland the best impress
of its grandeur can be obtained, I confess mysell ut.
terly at o loss how to reply, On a favorable day-
that is to say when neither clouds, fog nor smoke ob.
scure—a walk along Front street, say from Btark to
the southern boundary of the city, pausing st each
cross street for an obwervation, will result in & memo-
ry stored with » kaleidoscopie panorawa of unsur.
passed sublimity. As the visitor sscends the higher
elevations of the city, Hood reveals its mighty bulk
in new, but not more fascinativg, situstions. Chaste
and beautiful, Moant St. Helens rises cloar in view,
M unt Adams lifts its white front sbove the envious
hills, and as greater beights are resched at length,
eight snow.clad peaks complete the “ vislon splen.
did,” while far below, river and lake, forest and botme.
stead, city, village and unbroken wilderness, lend
grace and beauty and rugged grandeur to the soene.
Portland's homes, from those of the millionaire.
noticeable for their luxurious appointments, to those
of the modest burgher, tree.embowered, lawn.sur.
rounded and flower-bodecked, rightfully challenge
comparison with those of older cities. Her wharves
" and docks, st which lie ships from remotest climer,
ber commercial establishments, her banks and losar.
ance companies, aro striking ovidenoes of ber cow-

‘ manding situstion in the grest northwest. China snd

Japau bring here their finest wares snd most ex.
pensive articles of bric.a-brae for the choles of tour-
ist or denizen with purses equal to the ocension. Her
public school system is abreast of the times, and ber

' high school building is the finest to-day on the const.
Her private educational establishments bave a de.
servedly bigh reputation. Her churches are misis.
tred to by men of mark sad sote.  Her hospitals are
poticeable for their excellones.

[ have beretolors hinted st the sbundant yield of
the soll, from which ber fruit and vegetable market
is supplied. Just lot me copy hore & memorsndom
of the contents of one of the city flsh stalls on Juse




