THE WEST SHORE.,

W.l"'] to whomsoavir ti.-‘)' I]le:IIt find .lmllmg in
that unknown land.  After much Lardship the I’m.u8
missiouary, Iather -'””il"'r” erra, founded & mis-
son & H,‘i“ Diego in 1760, This was followed h}'
others at later dates to the number of twenty-two.
Soldiers were sent to protect the missions, and as the
torm of wervioe of these expired they generally set-
tied in the conntry. The power and wealth of the
missions beeame so great that in 1824 the Mexican
government began a series of lostile lagislative acts,
restilting, in 1545, in their complete secularization,
the loss of all their power and nearly all their great
wealth, Dy this time California had a large Mexican
population, possessed the dignity of & governor, and
had enjoyed the plessure of several of those “ revolu.
tions " which seem to form such a necessary portion
of Moxican politial life. One year later, in 1846,
Californin was wrested from Mexico by Lientenant
Fremont and Commodore Btockton, and became a ter-
ritory of the United States. Following almost upon
the heols of this great event came the discovery of
gold at Butter's mill and the great rush of adventur-
erw to the verdaut slope of the Sierras,

Gold had previously been discovered in Califor-
nin, but its existence in (uantity was not known; or,
i known at all, only to the priests, who kept it secret
for fear of the consequences to their missions, a fear
which subsequent events nmply justified. Gold was
being wined i small quantities in Southern Califor.
LIS a8 carly as 1828 and several discoveries were
Ut no excitement prevailed, and
the yield was small. No one, 8o far as is known, had
the remotest ides of the hidden tressure in the gulch-
08, stroams and flats of the Sierrs, nor of the ancient
viver channels and quarts Jodes now 80 well known
u.nu! %o extensively worked. [y 1826, Jedediah 8.
h"'“”" oue of the partuers of the American Fur
Cowpany, while returning from o trapping expedi.
Hon through Califoryis, crossed the Sierras near
M."u" Inke, nhmm-nug placer deposits in the moun.
e oo o ot i
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a progpecting tl’ip, but the Mexican said it WaS uge,
less to attempt mining without a bafeq, apq that it
would be necessary to send to Mexico to BECTrg th
required implement. In his ignorance, Bidys) %
sumed that what the man told him was correat, Hy
afterward learned that the wonderful bafeq W8S g,
ply & wooden bowl, and that almost any kind of dish
or pan would have served as a substitute, This way
three years before the American conquest. Had Big.
well made the discovery, as he undoubtedly woqy
have done but for the Mexican's positive B88UTANee
that nothing could be accomplished without &

the subsequent history of California might haye been
different. In compliance with the request of Mr.
Bidwell, Gutierez agreed to keep the matter & secret
until such time as the supposed necessary implement
could be secured. The next winter the Mexican
came to an untimely end. The Castro rebellion was
then convulsing the province, and Gutierez was
tured by Castro's men, while bearing dispatches from
Sutter to Micheltoreno, and was promptly executed.
With him died Bidwell's hope of finding golden rich.
es in the mountains.

As has been said, gold was mined in Southern
California for a number of years, but the Mexicans
were indolent, careless and unambitious, and the
great secret of the Sierras remained nndiscovered by
them. It remained for the energetic and adventure-
some, the hated and despised Americanos to discover
aud develop the great El Dorado of the Pacific. Pre-
vious to the American conquest & number of Ameri
cans had settled in the Sacramento valley, and t that
critical time, with their countrymen in other portions
of the state, helped Fremont and Stockton subdue
the Mexicans and gain possession. The most import
aut settlement was that of Captain John A. Sutter,
uear the junction of the American and Sacramento
rivers, where the city of Sacramento now stands.
Captain Sutter was not s native American, but was
born in Baden, Germany, of Swiss parents, and se-
cured his title in the Swiss army. He had, however,
lived in the United States several years before he
came to the coast, in 1838, His elhblilhmentl.'l
known as “Sutter's Fort” and was a rallying point
for settlers in the valley. During the two years fol-
' lowing the conquest, trains of immigrants added con-
| siderable numbers to the American population of

California and to the settlers in the Sacramento val-
ley.  This increasing settloment was what led direct
ly to the discovery of gold,
. Among the Americans was & mechanic, James W.
 Marshall, who haq emigrated from Missouri to Ore-
0 1844, and had gme to California the next year.
H“‘-"Okplrtintheoonqnut of the state, and at the
ead of the war returned to Sutter's Fort, where be




