YAKIMA AND ITS SURROUNDINGS. ™m

pinish and Simeoe ereeks run through is tompered by the snow.capped peaks
it. It is hoped that the larger portion of the Cascade mountaine, which are vis.
of this will soon be open to settlement. ible in the distance st all seasons of the
The congressional committee visited the year. The nights are always ccol and
reservation last spring, and held a con- pleasant, and the heat of the summer is
ference with the Indians on the subject never oppressive, owing to the dryness
of taking lands in severalty and throw. and purity of the stmosphere. The ses-
ing the remainder of the reservation son of cold westher in the winter is usu.
open to settlement That whole region ally short, and the climate during the
is directly tributary to Yakima The fall and spring months is delightful.
teade of the Indians amounts to consid-  The stook growing advantages of this
erable, and when thousands of white part of the territmy have long been
people have made their bomes upon its known and used with profit by thoss en-
fertile expanse, it will support a city of gaged in that line of business. Its ag-
considarable size. rioultural eapacities are becotning equal.
Below this point is a great streteh of ly well known, and the settlars who have
arable and grazing land, of which the loeated in the neighborhood, althoagh
town of Prosser is the business point. they have suffered some from dry ses.
Prosser is located at the falls of the Ya. sons, are satisfied that in the prodaction
kima river, on the line of the Northern of wheat and other careals, they will be
Pacific railroad, about fifty miles south. aswuccessful as the stoock men have been
cast of North Yakima. It is the center heretofore. Along the lower partion of
ol business and trade for the surround. the Yakima river, and parallel with the
ing country to the extent of twenty-five Northern Pacifie railroad, thare is s strip
to forty miles in every direction. Con- of sage brush land, rich and productive,
siderable shipments of stock, wool and from six to ten miles wide, which re-
other products of the country are already quires irrigation. To the north and
made from this point, about fourteen south, however, there are oxtensive dis.
hundred horses, among other things, triots of high table land, covered chietly
having been forwarded castwardly by with bunch grass, which do not require
rail during the present season. The irrigation. 1t is & peculiarity of this re-
place and country around it are noted gion that the rains follow the highlands,
for & climate remarkably salubrious, snd and the result is that the precipitation
this part of the Yakima valley is entire. of moistare thereupon is sufliclent for
ly free from malaria, having exesllont the cultivation of erops without irrige.
drainage and no swatps or overflowed tion. To the south of Prosser, and trib.
lands. ulary to that poind, there is & section of
The altitude of Prosser is about six this bigh table land, known s Horse
handred feet above the level of the sea Haaven, becanse of the exonllent pastar.
The summer seasons are long and warm, ago it affords, which is sboutl sevenly
sffording & climate well adapted to the miles long from east to west, and from
cultivation of peaciies, grapes, tobaoco, sizteen to twenty-five miles wide from
sorghum, sweet potatoss, tomators and porth to south. 1t would be hard to find,
other semi-tropieal fruits and vegetables. in any part of the Weslarn country, &
The surrounding country promises o more besutifal body of land than this
become one of the best localities on the consisting, s it doss, of & rolling
Pacific slope for the suscesslnl cultiva. land, rising gradually

tion of Indisn corn. The air in summer of sbout one thoussnd




