FORT BENTON, MONTANA. 61

Last year one million two hundred and ment of the country, the building of
fitty thousand pounds of wool were new towns, ste. The Manitobs will not
shipped by the Missouri river from Fort long have the field to itself; other roads
Benton, and this year the shipments will are certain to enter, and branch lines
reach two million pounds, which repre. will be constructed in every possible di.
sents, in cash, about $500,000.00, the rection; the mines of the surrounding
greater portion of which will be left with mountaine snd our immense
our merchants for supplies necessary to will be fully developed and
carry on the business till the next “har- tribute to the
vest time." The growth of the cattle wool grower and
business has been equally rapid. In possession of N
1880 there were but & few small herds in vast herds wil
Chotesu county, where now there are occupation of
over one hundred thousand head, valoed These are some of
at $3,000,000.00, In 1880 the number take plece, and under
of farms in Chotean county was excesd- Fort Benton will keep pace with
ingly limited, while in 1596, thirty.nine progress of ovents about her. Situsted
thousand one hundred and sixty-four st the head of navigation of the Missouri
scres of improved land were assessed, river, her position is the strongest pos.
the same being valued at $284,470.00,  wiblo one. 1t has proved so in the past,
« o & & & & o andwill inthe future Just as all rail.
Wo have now entered another and im- roads in the Northwestern statos lead to
portant period—one that will witness 5t Paul, so they will in the New North.
quicker and greater changes than have west to Fort Benton. They must come
yot taken place—the milroad era A 1o the river. In time, the railroads will
mirsele in railroad construction, almost, be distributors and feeders for our grest
has been performed in the building of water way, the Missouri rivor, and Fort
the 8t Puul, Minneapolis & Manitobs Beuton, the City of Destiny, will be the
railroad from the Red river valley west commercial center of the North Hocky
ncross the trackless pratries of Northern Mountain region.
Montana, to the Rocky mountaine. Al-  Fort Bonton is besutifully situsted oo
though four hundred miles of this rosd the wost bank of the Missouri river, on
are through an Indisn reservation, and s large, high, gravel bottom. [te streets
probably an equal distance through un- are broad and regularly laid oat. It con.
settled public lands, yet the completed tains some of the heaviest and woalthiost
track resched Fort Benton September mercantile firms in Montans, among
20th, upon which ocossion, with impos. which may be mentioned T. O, Power &
ing ceremony, sod in the presence of Bro, who are also owners of the Block
Mr. J. J. Hill sod & party of capitalists P line of stosmers, plying between this
trom New York,  silver spike waa driv. city and Bismarck snd way points. T.
en in honor of the event. (3. Bakor & Co. are also well knows, sad
For » distance of nearly two bundred are largely interested in busivess euter.
miles the railrosd passes through the prises o the Cansdian Northweet. Mur.
center of Chotesa county, and its infla. phy, Maclay & Co, braneh of Joha T.
ence in promoting the development of Marphy & Co., of Helena; Caue & Klein,
tbamimmmdl&udhdﬂdﬂnlnl.udmymm
be simply wonderful. It will insugu. the business houses of Fort Benton.
rate & complete revolution by the settle- There are masy fine public and pri-

F EEEE
i
s3ssEERE

3
:
et




