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vantages of the shortest route and the mon river, as they are now doing those
least streams to cross. It is this fact of the Covur d'Alene
which renders Sprague such a good loca-  There is, also, & good prospect of an-
tion for & foundry and machine shop. other transcontinental route passing
It is unnecessary to dwell upon the rich- through, or near, Sprague within two
ness of the mines. It is conceded by years, The Seattle, Lake Shore & East.
all practical miners that on Salmon ern is building across the mountaine
river have been discoverad mineral lodes from Seattle, and has exprossoed an in.
of extent and richness superior to any tention of going through the Big Bend
others in the entire Northwest, and such country, which they will undoubledly
being the case, it is evident that the do, as it is on s direct eastern route, and
railroad town which becomes the base is the finest body of agricaltural land
of supplies for the mines must derive & within v ach of that road, and is within
great benefit from that fact, grow rap. easy reach of the new mines. The to-
idly and prosper amazingly. pography of the country is sush that »
The railroad outlook isn cheerfal one. line of this kind, especially if it is to
This is the most sdvantageous initial form part of a through line crossing the
point for a branch line of the Northern Bitter Root mountaing, would eross the
Pacific into the Big Bend country. Last Northern Pacific in the vieinity of
fall the citizens of Bprague organized Sprague, and it is & fair presumption
the Bprague & Big Bend Railro d Co., that the company would prefer to pass
and made a preliminary survey of s through the city to crossing st some
route to Condon's near the Columbia, point where no business could be had,

with » branch to Davenport They
found a practical route, with easy grades,
through » fine agricultural country
which would supply & paying local
traffic. By building this line the North.
ern Pacific would place itself sixty miles
pearer the mines and tap one of the
most extensive and productive agricul-
tural regions iu the Columbia basin.
Whether the Northern Pacific builds
such & route or pot, there seems to be
no doubt that the O. R. & N, Co,, when
it decides to extend a line to the new
mines, will do so by the Bprague route.
Endicott, twenty miles to the south of
Sprague, is the nearest town on the line

It in sapposed by many that this road is
to form a portion of the Manitoba wys.
tem, which will be completed from BL
Paal to Butte this fall. Major Rogers,
engineer of the Manitoba, has spent the
spring and summer in & recotnolssance
of the region lying between the Hoeky
mountains and Puget sound, looking up
the most practicable route for & vailroad,
orossing the Bitter Root moantains, the
Palouse and Big Bend countries and
the Caseades to Paget sound.  This line,
when definitely locsted, must pass
through, or near, Bprague, for the rea.
sons given above. I would seem,
from the considerations mentioned, that

of the Palouse branch of that road, and Sprague has excellont prospeets of soon
the best situsted s a starting point for becoming s railroad center of covsider.
the mines. The most nataral and svsil- able importance.

able route from that point is by the way  There are several other lowns in the
of SBprague and the line surveyed by the county, sueh a8 Davenport, Harrington,
citizens to the northwest. Pressure in Mondovi snd Sberman.  The former
Portland, and & due regard for its own lies porth of Bprague sud has & popula-
welfare, will no doubt compel the 0. R. tion of sbout 30X, It is the terminue
& N. Co. to thus tap the mines of Bal- of & brasch line surveyed by the




