THE PRESENT AND FUTURE OF SPRAGUE.

[ndian jargon, the  chinook," or * good wind,"
blowing from the southeast, by which like mag-

when the proper machinery for manulacturing
the product can be procured reasonably,

ic the snow dissppears in & remarkably short  Methods of farming are identieal with thos

time,

It is & well known fact that mow is & wonder
ful protector of fruit buds, and when grain is
protected by mow, as it nearly always is here,
the certainty of a large yield is almost assured.
\ remarkable tendency of the soil to retain
molsture, and the coolness of the atmosphere,
explains the phenomena of the large crop yields
without heavy ruinfall in summer. A fall of
two or three feet of snow oceurs In January or
Febroary, seitling to the depth of one foot,
when the first sleighing is fully enjoyed by the
energetic mountaineers, Hoads are nearly al-
ways of the best, winter or summer. These
broad plateaus, rolling hills and ranges of moun-
tains are nearly two thousand feet above sea
level,

The sammers are delightfully cool, with the
exception of a few days, when the thermometer
reaches ninety degrees in the shade, followed
by eool nights, when two or three blankets are
required, rendering sleep really ' tired nature's
restorer,” und fires not uncomlortable. A care-
ful observer will notice that almost invariably

mist or fog follows frost in early morning, so

that slight barm results to fruit buds. The ten-
dency of almost everything to overbear is sotne-
times corrected in this way, part being de-
stroyed.

The soil freezes very ltttlo under the warm
coat of snow, and plowing is often continued
almost up to the first of January, commencing
again the first week in March. Potatoos left in
the ground often ** volunteer,” and yield fifleen
pounds to the hill. Potatoes under good culti-
vation somelimes welgh four pounds; stock
bowts, twelve; rutabagas, thirty; carrols, len
cabbages, thirty pounds (have heard & well sy
thenticated sceonnt of one welghing ninety, but
I will not vouch for the story). Pleplant, mel-
ons, beans, pess, celery, caulifiower, cucum-
bers, artichokes, asparagus, pumpking, squash,
jump beans and sweet herts do remarkably
well on upland. Corn bs grown for howe use—
meal and roasting ears. Wheat, barley and
oata are the principal cereals,

Wheat not unfrequently yiolds fifty bushels
to the acre; barley, sevonty-five; oata, eighty.
Of course these crops must bo given the very
best cultivation, and the weasn favorable, 1o
inware such large yields. Kye, an far as tried,
ylelds well, but is hard to ersdicale. Hay can
be grown profitably,  Flax is s natursl prodec
tion. Beet sugar making will be engaged In

in the Fast. Prices of products very little high-
er.  Living i as cheap, or cheaper, than In the
Fast, from the fact of the furmens’ ability to pro-
duce such heavy crops of vegetables, frults, ete.
The lumber interests will for many years em-
m much machinery and many men, sod pays

Cattle raising can be engaged in here more
profitably than in Colorsdo, Montara or Ne
braska, and the abundant and nutritions banch
grass gives & nurture from which eatthe are o
ken in good condition 1o the slanghtering pen.
Cattle and horses live on bunch gras in the
winter, but It s & croel peactice and Lo often
occurs.  Stock should be fod about six weoks,
Wealthy farmers are mporting fine stock of all
kinds, and are not greatly behind Eastorn s
thuslasts [n that respect.  DBeol cattle sell on
foot for §30,00 to M0.00 per head | milh cows,
000 to 500, & good toam, about §200.00,
Farmers with small means uso cayuss, the na
tive Indian pony, weighing from thrve hundred
o eight hundred pounds each, and ranging in
price from §5.00 to §30.00,

Of cultivated fruit, the apple, pear, quines,
prune, cherry, plum and grape do best. Of ber-
ries, strawberrios are mised by the bashel. |
have wou ote—a James Viek—messure nix
Inches in ciroumfberence. Gooselerries, msp
berries, currants and blackberrios could mol
bear bottor. | think bigh-bush huckloberries
and blueberrien can be ralsed,  Cranberrios are
u success all along the const, when the soll can
bo flooded. The wild red, white yellow and
black currant besr abundanily nesr stresss.
The sarvice, or Juneberry, b W be fourd every-
where and is much wsed. Choke chervies and
thimbleberries (8 species of rasphberry), and
low-buush blackberries bear sbundantly Wil
gome b rrion are abundant, but oo small to war
1ant the time o plek and progare lor use, when
In two sensons, very large cultivated otes can
be raised in gerdens. The caly kind of puts
are haselnuts, which am 1o be found I some
localithes.

Thero is much destrable land open to
sottlement under the land laws of the
gover nmont, mach that can be purchased
st & nominal pries from the rallroad

bolders st from $5.00 to $10.00 per sere.




