One of the secrets of securing that home-Jike
appearance, 8o desirabde to every dwelling, s
the giving to each article of furniture, whether
for use or ormament, an entertaining and restful
expression, Nowhere is this more noticeable
than in the hanging of pictures, Pictures
should be hung s that the average person,
when standing, may enjoy them without as-
saming an uneasy postare. A portrait should
be wo hinng that we may look l!ll’ﬁ'ﬂj’ into its
eyes, and landseapes and other pictures shonll
be hung at sach & height that the eye may be
o & level with the center of the picture.  The
tmanner in which the light falls upon the pic-
ture should wleo be taken into account,  Some
pletares Jook better in a shaded recess of the
room, while olhers need the fullest light.  And
the surronndings should all be such as to give,
as nearly as may be, the expression fhe artist
desived when executing it.  Pictures are to he
| looked at and enjoyed.  Their influence is re-
fining, and 1o the degree that they break the
monotony of the view, whether material or
mental, it in restful. Some one has said that
We mnay jlh‘lﬂl' of the culture of a ﬁllni’_\', ln_\' the
pictures which hang npon  the home walls,
while some one else has said that the manner
ol hanging the pictures decides the calture, xo
perhaps it would not be far wrong to devide
that the two taken together are pretty sure in-
dication of the intelligence which selocts and
srranges them.  We do not desine petures for
something bright, merely, but we want them to
be miggestive.  Art is not for the eye only, hnt
lor the mind and heart, through the eve: and
in our selections from it, should be made to
stlworve ite noble Purpose,

1t in sald, that “ The greatest study of man-
kind Is man,” also, in words of wisdom, ** know
thysell.”  But man can bost be studied through
his sctions and the result of his actions, human
institutions ; and selfl may best he known by
Immug llhrﬂ, anil h_\' that ll'\'!-luplln-!ll ol
wlf which comes thrugh mingling with others
in soclety, It is bocsuse of those principles,
along with increased mcentives to enideavor,
that the reflox action of o public spirit is so hen.
eficial to the individual. 1t i o faet 1) e

dep-

recalod that there is not as much of o puhlic
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spirit among women as there ought tobe. Wiy,
in prescribed limits—her family and friends—
and in certain directions—physical health and
the church—woman has equaled, if not ey.
celled, man ; but a good kindred to that which
she secks to do in these directions, is needed o
be done by her hands and through her thought,
elsewhere, as well ; and, be it said to their cred.
it, there are many women awake to the faet,
I« it a sufficient excuse, that family cares de-
mand & woman's attention? We call a man,
who allows his business to absorb his active in-
terest, a fossil. Nor is it a sufficient excuse that
there are some things of & public nature which
woman can not do, for there are many things
which she can do. It is the subtle influence of
woman's presence, her moral nature, her gen-
teness, that are so moch needed. These she
exerts on questions of public concern, just to
the degree that she feels an interest in them.
It ix true, her influence is indirect oftener than
direct, yet to do her utmost is to do her hest,
and she should not refrain from doing what lies
within her power, simply because there are
some things which lie without it, Were woman
to live for her own fumily, merely, and there
were no christian obligation resting upon her,
either for the welfare of those outside her kin-
dred, or for her own individuality, she should,
even then, simply for her own family, look to
the proper moral standing, the intellectual sta-
tus, and the general sense of equity possessed
by those with whom her family must mingle in
rociety and state, for such is the equipoise of
American society, that “That which effects
any body any place, effocts every body every
place, "

Water, how elosely thou wilitewt
Thy form to the walls thou sarround!
8o man, ‘neath the power of influence,
Ever riss or fells to the ground.

Then choose thyself friendship ennobling,
And senk for hearts troer than thine,

In virtoe improving eontinue,
Their strongth with thine own to comhine,

The influence upon the home, of the associa-

tion of its members with friends, or even ac-
(uaintances, without, can not be estimated. It

is seldom that we meet o character g0 neotral
that

we do not feel a quickening of some faculty




