A GEM OF THE WILLAMETTE. 1

shipping business must be oneof growth, sweep in from the ocean until they en.
but the first essential is the fruit itself, counter the summits of the Cascade
without which, of course, no shipping mountains and the colder ourrents of air
facilities will ever be supplied. in that high altitde, when the moisture

In traveling through the country, is condensed and falls in copious show.
either by train or buggy, ove is foreibly ers, at an average tempersture above
impressed with the nomber of streams forty degrees. From November to April
of water. Upon examination, it will be these rains are frequent, rain falling on
found that nearly every farm has upon an average of twenty days in each month,
it & good spring or stream of living wa- Onee or twice during the season, when
ter. The county is ramified by the an easterly wind sets in, there is a light
large and small tribataries of the Wil- fall of snow, snd the thermometor indi.
lamette. Big Luckiamute, Little Luck. cates from ten to twenty-five dogroes
ismute, La Creole, Salt, Mill, Yambhill above zero for & period lasting from two
and & score of other streams, fod by hun. days to two weeks. This is the only
dreds of little branches and thousands taste of winter weather experionced. It
of springs, flow continuously through is during this briel period, whiou does
the year. Water is everywhere, aud ev- nob ocour every season, that stcek re-
ery drop of it is clean and pure, coming quires extrs attention and feeding. The
from the crystal fountains of the Const “suap” is terminated by one of the
range, or welling up through the sand strong ocean winds, called a “ chinook,"
and gravel of the prairies, from the pure which, with a temperature of about fifty
bosom of the earth, What an effect this degroes, canses the snow to dissppesr in
abundance of pure water has upon the & fow hours, soon to bo sucoeeded by the
dairy interests, no farmer csn fail to ap- ever weloome rain. About the first of
preciate. March the rains generslly dimivish in

Mention has been made of the cloud-
loss skys of harvest time, and in this
consists one of the greatest ol the many
blessings showered upon the bhusbaud.
man of this region. To render this in-
telligible to one not familiar with the
peculiaritios of the climato of the Wil
lamette valley, & brief summary of cli-
matic conditions and causes is necesss-
ry. The leading characteristic of the
climate is the equability of the tem.
persture, which is much higher in
winter and lower in summer than in cor.
responding latitudes east of the Hocky
mountains, or on the Atlantio cosst, The
primal cause of the high sversge lem-

frequency, offering the farmer oppor-
tunities, during March and April, to
plow and seed his land, such as bhas not
been planted in winter whest. Iu May
the rains genorally cease, xcopt an 0o
casional shower, and during the months
of July sud August scarcely a drop lalls,
giving the [armer sn opportanity to har.
v st his erop st bis leisure, withoul lear
that it will receive the least damage by
rain.  Cirain is ent, and, in some easew,
permitted to stand in shocks in the fleld
for several weeks, waiting for the thresh.
or. The temporsture of the long, rain.
lows summer days is modersted by the
cool breezes from the mounlaive, on

persture in winter is the Japan eurront, both sides of the valley, eapecially the
the stream of warm water flowing along Cescades, whose Lighest peaks wear a
the cosst, diffasing an agroeable mild perpetusl robe of suow, Cool breezes
uoss, and entirely overcoming the rigors from the ses also exert their mfluenes.
of winter incident to this Istitude else- 1t is seldom the (hermometer lndicaton
where. The warm, moisture-laden winds nively degroos ut midday, sod even than




