A SUPERSTITION OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY,

T was in the early days of 1857, when
Brandy City, » hydranlic mining
samp, Joested on w ridg!- twenty

tiitles weat of Downieville, Sierra coun-
ty, California, was & superiatively thriv.
ing own.  The population did not ex-
cooed wix bundred souls, most of whom
were engaged in the then remunerstive
pursait of wresting the precious metal
from the hoarts of the surrounding moun.
taiva. Brandy City, like all mining
] of that opwb. 'HM ns well
ns disgraced, by the most elevated and
degenerste types of maohood.  Every
third or fourth house cu the main thor-
oughfare of the camp was oocupied as a
gambling or “ hurdy.gurdy * ( dance )
hetian,

In those days, respectable women were
rare, indead, in the small mining camps
of Unlifornia, and as money was easily
obtained, & miner roadily gave a “ hur.
dy-gundy ” girl five dollars for &  barn.
door ™ dance, and in many instances ten
dollars, if she proved pleasant of speech
and fascinated the gready oy, The aa-
loon keopers and condactors of the gam.-
bling and dance houses contrived to

earnestly, and pointed out so many im.
aginary proofs of its reliability, that not
only all the gamblers, but many miners,
were converted to his insane beliel.

One instance will illustrate how un-
reasonsbly superstitious this man was
His headquarters were established in a
saloon owned by one Bill Hill (yet liv-
ing), where, of course, gambling of ev.
ery conoeivable nature was the order of
the day, and the night.  This place was
frequented, also, by one Peter Simpson,
nn honest miner. This person had nev.
er been known to risk a dollar on a card,
but amused himself with seeing others
win or lose, and often annoyed the play-
ers by dropping unasked-for advice,
Wilson had long regarded Simpson as a
“copper,” becanse, whenever he played
at & table, and the Iatter was present, he
invariably lost his money. Once, he in-
carred an uncommonly great loss under
this circamstance, and he communicated
his suspicion to others who had been
moculated with his superstitious fan.
cies, resulting in an indignant uprising
sgainst unsuspecting Simpson.  The
gamblers forbade him entering Hill's

gother in the greater portion of the min. saloon; but as he was & man of undannt.
ors’ earnings, yot the camp failed not in o courage, he declined to obey the be.
prosperity, and there were fow who hest, and continued his visite A fow
could pot, at any time, jingle seversl nights Iater, he was waited upon by &
double eagles in their pocketa deputation of miners and gamblers, in

Among the gamblers living in Bran- his eabin, and ordered to leave the camp



