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THE WEST SHORE.

Al aa the binds of heaven begin to sing, mﬁﬂmﬂm'ﬂhhm.mﬂwirm-

Then, ome by ane, 1o sleep Lhey go sway,
As lainder on the air the masic rings
The lovers lightly 1o their conch repair,
sl bocked in love's embrace, the mystic
it
M spirit alewep crewpe sweetly o'er thein there,
Lo woft as e rings of an ocean shell,

They shegd 1o him it was a dreamlesa sleey,
Nut hers was nod a8 other spirits slept—

o earth abhe was, her slumber was not deep—
*lw woke ere high the shining sun had crept

10, hurrors dresd | o what strange place isshe |
=he loll anleep miudet splendors bright,

st wakes where nonght buat fearful terroms be,
With kathsumne smells and ghastly, horrid

sights

Vv, slhie s bat skulls and rotting bones,
And shiriveled corpees Iving everywhere,
While, to her lancy, come the dying groans
O thome pues mogls who lie in silenoe there ;
Het handsome lover by her side there lies,
\ skeleton, who o her, turns his face,
With horrid, grinning teeth, and hollow eyes ;
Tlis bony arms are clasped about ber walst,

1n terrors wild, sl leaped and screamed,
And flel as if by hoerid ghosts pursued,
il opeens abt and light apon her streatmed,
And warnely turied the weeto had place to
T
“he sw iftle hurres] to the nver shore,
Aind then, alone, she started o'er the tide,
Vied salely lound ber Inends of earth onoe more,
That sbie had et to be & spirit hride,

she todd what shie had seen among the dead,
Uil Wamed her frsenda for selling her away,
\ barnd, moaldering skeloton to wed, :
With bwnes and dost and crawling worms to
wlay
They 16l her that the spirits sleep oll day,
Among the dead. and then come forth at
night
To lle renewed and pleasures bright and gay,
Nohornd dreans their slumbers ever fright

1 yom ™ sabd they, " tl] evensing”s shades had
e
And smly waked 1o music's swelling tones,
Vomr holy marriage vow you would have kept,
ARl mever swn your lover's mouldering
bomen
That mght, theee spirits came and made de-
mand

That they wal b b thee memrning hushand ‘s
taude

And with her spouse among the dead abide.

They went; the spirits met them on the shore,

And in the lover's arms they gave the girl, :
And back they sent Lhe inends, Wwe walers o'er, :

And kept the maid to live in spirit world. i
Again the lovers danced and sang all night,

With joy and feasting, till the morning call,
And then they slept through all the sunny light,

The bride wakes not till dark'ning shadows

fall,

And ever after that, she dreamless slept,
To wake and find herself in heav'n—
Forgot the tears of woe she oft had wept,
And all the anguish that her soul had riv'n;
He now no longer mourned an absent bride,
And heaven no more could lonely seem to be ;
“Twas bliss to him when she was by his side,
With her and heaven, he was supremely
hlest.
Their time, unreckoned, sped in bliss away,
Softer than the filmy splendors of a dream,
A year or more flits by, and then one day,
A new-born child in spirit land is seen
No snowy marble from the Fgean sea '
Was ever cut in cherub form sofair,
No Houris' orts, of Orient dreams, could be
Seraphic as the babe's that nestled there. b

Ah, who can tell the depth of mother's love,
As fond she gazed upon her treasure fair”
No lily that in garland ¢'er was wove,
Nor asphodel, with it could half compare ; :
A thousand Kohinoors with sparkling glow,
With all the brightest pearls beneath the sea,
And yellow, gleaming gold of Idaho,
Compared to it, would dross and nothing be.

How sweetly tender was the gentle swell
Of first deep {ather's love and yeaming pride,
When helpless innocence he first heheld,
There, softly sleeping, by its mother's side ;
And as he fondly watched the infant’s smile.
There came & mem'ry of his mother's face,
He longed that she might see the baby's wiles,
Ita little, cherub form, and angel grace.

" o, wwiftly, spirit messenger,” said he,
" Go, speed thee, 10 the land where mortals
say,
A message carry o'er the lethean sea,
And bid our friends to come without delay ;
o tell my mother she may take our child,
And, with its mother, bear it to her home,
Then all the spirits of the dead, erewhile,
Apmin. Lo live with men on earth, shall ot




