R
stronmm, and that be o privileged o ase
o be may wee SL provided be returs
Mt Lhe stromsm again sminared in goal.
ity and sndiwiniebal ip qeastity  Thue
b the dotrine of riparias rights, the
name of whieh, if not the sagnificance s
familiar W every cope who reads the ks
gliah language Afler o long straggle
this dortrine hae bees cmpletely ™
voreed in the mining rogions, and the
right b0 divert waler from it natunl
channel, regandioss of the wishe o
Uhome living farther down the stream. »
wou s fBrmly estabiiohed by law and
cusloms & b the older doetrine 1o other
booalitien.  The ressn for thin b obivi
one, and the developuaent and resalt of
e dowtrine cvmetitols mane Lo et
intervating foaturve of the growth and
methods of mining

When mining first begen s Califor.
wia, 1 s confinnd erclosively W0 the
boars abong the varioms rivers and creeka
Fach miner send the water immediately
oppeaite his cluim, and the Soectrins of
rigarian nights was in full forem  The
bl that any one conld bave the right
o go above Wheir dlaims, draw Lhe water
o and bomve them without an sbeguats
supply of that peceasary ligasi woukd
bave bevn, and ia ALy inslaisve W
combatted o the puant of the revolves
Thete was s cvvmasn L0 smerting the
pew dovtrine of slwclote jovperty s
waler ustil dey diggings were Juwoss
etnd and thesn MARg Sp A comflet oA
inlervndn, whieh 8 thewe daye, oomld
bond o pothing odee bat viodenon  Ad
Bret, smimers who honte! claime oo fate,
pachad the dirt down b the margine of
the otreame fir waebing and thongh
thee wae o sdow anld laborsons methodd 1
pasd i many o, owing b the rich.
wenn of Lhe growsd bet it wwe oot bosg
bedirw e meore enlorjcining  wew begas
devising metholde of bringiag water W
s claim inebend of oarvying the dum
prrovenenl b0 the wabir  Nat dilekes
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were dug where the lopography was {a.
varsbde, from peighloning streams, and
the principle of riparias ownership of
walor begna W be disputed by those
whise (ntesvate were adverse to the doe.
trise.  These ditches, generally small
and sheort, made soaroely & Botioesbie
difference in the volume of waler fow.
ing in the channels during the seanct of
high water, anxd even during the summer
snd fall there was no complaint by the
miners along the streams where there
were but fow claims loested  In other
oasen, bowever, there waa ol enough
water Jeft in the channel for the bar
miners, and this was declared s comsns
belli.  In some instanoes ditches were
taken out from streams upon which, at
the time, there was DO mining being
done, andd sabwequently claims were lo.
eatex] below the besd of the diteh.  Here
was ground lor & dispute, with apparest
nght on both ssdes.  The diteh owners
claimed the water by right of prionity
wince, when they first looated their diteh,
i was done o no one's projadion; and
the bar miners rested their case on the
oMl law of nparian ownership, claiming
that the waler belonged in its naturl
channel, and that if the diteh owners ds.
vorted it therelrom they must retarm it
sgnin above the point where others de.
siredd 1o uee L Thas was the first and
ot freqoent cause of trouble and liti
shon

It was the custom W form mining dis
tricts, embrncing the locations withio o
ewriain area, the miners bolding & mase
meeting for the purpose of sdopting
laws for the regulation of the sise of
claizss and the registration of tithes A
recorder was sloctnd, whise duty was o
boep a reoord of all claims located, the
loontor paying a fee of $6.00 or $10.00
These recnrds were semally kopt 1o some

cheap blank book, and but few of them
e mow i etstenon.  Uaite an amus
ing mesdent s related in cousection




