MYTHS OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER INDIANS ns

caliarition. A curee was prosossond on great ook, or deep bole (s the rivers,
I of these and they wre fallen, have has soms myth or legead consected with
mwdmmmmn.-ﬁ'mh’p-dhh
sentatives of their former greatness ancien! timen

AlL o pearly all, of the tribes in the There o & logend, that, sway baok in
(Huhﬁdhbﬂmdbpbmnum“dh-tyﬂ
liove they sprang from the anclent ank- of the Casonde mountaine wes toversd
mal god, Cayote, or Speelysl  This with water The Kittites, Yakisss KNk
Spwelyni was the big Indian god among sl and Columbia river valleys were
the Fastern Oregon and Waskingbn lakes. having 5o outlet. The Yakimes
tribes. The cayote of today is & con- say that in thoee days, Symelysi, the s
temptible animal in the sght of the In. disn god, and the other anisal poople,
dian, but the snewnt Speelysi wae o lived (o the sarrounding moustaiss, sl
el crvating and destroying whomeo. they send to we monster bossls swin.
ever amd whatswever he plessed  In ming ob the surface of theee sk  Os
their mystic stories be soeme t0 bave (he lake that covernd the Yakisms val.
boen the ruling spirit among the other loy, they saw one of thens mmonelers.
Wattiotaah  Whiiama, the eagle, which had bevwsn halr, frequently wal.
Amash, the owl, snd Wish poosh, the lowing and swimming in the water. I

hoaver, wore gods of diguity snd power,
doing wany wooderfal things [t wes
from the beaver that Speelyni made the
Indisns.  The grizaly bewr was & mon-
stor worse than the devil himeell The
Indians say be was 0 large he used 0
destroy people by snufiing them up his
postrile  To this day they have & super
stitious dread of the grizly, and they
sy that if one speak derisively of o
griezly’s tracks or esorement, the beas
has somne kind of & mystenons way of
knowing it and will sometizne avenge
the insalt  The ratthosnale and owl
wore gread persosages, ssd bedh were,
socording o the Indisa slories, “big
medicine mes " among the animal peo.
plo. With the prosent animal reee,
wearly every peouliarity s soccousted for

time the lake drind sp and the monster
died m'&&ﬂ“hpﬁld
his bones, somewhore near the puoint
where the Northers Pacifio railrond o
tors the Yakisma reservation  The bones
were, probably, those of & mastodon It
ie probable, that, masy years agn, there
may have beon hair found ot the spodt
It is even poasibde that there may bave
bewn the remaine of the hairy olepbam
found there by the lodisss These
mythe sloat moneter animale, ment liks
ly. originated from their knowledge of
the fomaile of prebistors mammale

Asciber logond svousts for the o
i of the triben, and ot the saase time,
explaine bow somme of the grest lakew
onat of the Camonde monntaine were as
esently dralsed A loag long tise agn,

by sumething that cocurred in the Wal they say, befors the presest raes of 1s
o taah timen  The stripes on the chip. diase, thore livnd, of Lake (locel Juss oo
wusk's back, the white cn the magite. lmmenee bewver gl He owsed sad
and the black tip on the capote’s il coatrolied the whale labe, and was hd
wre all thas socosnted Lo of everything srouad i s short, was &
The sncient amimal age wan full of st of Neptune of that Jthe sen  Thin
vicdenoe  the strong wers destroying the gread beaver Lived of the hodbocs of the
weak, and searly all were s conetent lake  His opon shone like fiew, s e
dread of desger  Newrly every moss. beows were rod, sad bis dhaws glistened
Win, stream waterfall cwsyos goege Hhe sldver He wes Soron. aad destroynd




