]
fomme, mythe and traditions While the
Indian in his inerasoet beart, sinoerely
budioves the myihe and traditions of his
fethors i o cmly cewe in swhile one can
b indoced 4o open his wmind and freely
wantmunionts thems 4o otbers  He knows
the vhite maz disbelieren, and even rd-
oulen. thens aned an Indian ena bowr ol
oot anyihing better than be oan ridi.
eule  and who is there that Likes 1o have
the religion of his Dathers belittind, or
to wee Uhoue things be has always bewn
waght b regand s sacred, treated e if
they were fabdos and lin? Having no
written language, the Indian coald ot
recerd facts and phenemesa and there
fore, his history 0 o bundle of tradi.
tows  These are his bible and code of
laws, they mosaprise his system of relig-
b, and are his philosophy of the origin
of hings  They are saored 0 him be
oanee they are ancvent, and beoanse his
sprwed oo tuliered them and taaght them
o hiss

There bae been woch sabd st written
shost the monothetatic Moas of the
Amersoas [ndias  We bear much alwut
‘.Ud’chl’lr‘ the great spanit, sl one
evhd satarally afer that b system of
mythodogy wonkd caly bave reforence b
oue pod. batl s evamiselion inlo e
myths showe (hal in wammon with all
srnge matioes, the Indian believes in
e suitence of masny gode and demi.
oo Whike be seme W0 beliove in a
el agarit. whe i far abeonve all other
sperite i intelligence and power we &
il Bod that scconding o bis mythe,
e groad sparit bad maek W o direct
Iy & e vl of orestion Aooverling
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;lmt.thumnmlmlhld
tallen oondition, and that anciently, man
waa parer and better, and lived longer.
Among our own people we find the same
thing Who bas not beard old men tell
sbout the degenerscy of the present
times, s compared with the years of
their early life? Boys are nol what
they used 1o be, the times are out of
joint, men are growing more corrupt all
the timme.  Wo hear of the present de-
genersey of our republie, and the parity
and patrictism of our forefathers are
lasded to the skies, while history shows
thowe same forefathers were borated by
their cotetuporarios, and that they them.
wlves were lamenting their own times,
and pointing back o the better days and
better oo before them. We find this
is almost an inate tendency of the hu.
man mind, and this gives origin to what
has been styled “ancientism.” This
natursl impulse of the mind finds ex.
pressson with the Indian in his wonder.
ful stories of the long, long ago.

It s the belief of all the tribes of the
Colambia river valley, and almost all
over the continent, that the present race
of Indiase sprang from an ancient “ani-
mal prople.” and that the animals exist.
ing on earth st present are diminutive
and degenenate representatives of an an-
chent race of animal goda  * Long, long
agn,” there wore no Ludians such s now
otisd, there wore “animal people,” the
Wat-tdotanh, or the “ ancients” These
Wat e taah were prodigiously large.
and all snimals, bessts, birde, insects,
sod even trees and plasts and 1nanimate
obyecta. could ik, and spoke one lan-

o e commnpay. mearly everything wee guage  To all are attributed the speech
e by asimal gode, or dessigeada, hav. snd dotage of rational, intelligent be-
g almwd walimotnd jrower and yet e mge s those wonderful sncient times
g thenmmlven mortal, sad baving the The bear, cagle, bawk, rattiessake, ovl,
e apgetites and passsoms we the s oayete, bumming bird, and indeed, pear-
by oy ly every living thing known o the Is.

1o all waticms e ben bas prevailed dias, has connected with it some mystic
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