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MYTHS OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER INDIANS

FEW yoars ago the Col.
ambia river valley was
inhabited solely by Iun.
dians and wild beasts
West of the Casonde

“ mouniaine were s
feow isolated settle.
ments, but the
main country
was an unbrok.
enwild Upand
down the walley

of the Willamette the

Klikitats, Calipooias, Mult.

nomaba, Yambille, Molal.

laba, and & fow smaller
tribes, roamed snmolestal
Along the Lower Columbsa
the Chinooks, & once power.
ful, but pow almost extinet, tribe,
beld dominion, while east of the Ces
oades the Klikitats, Walls Walles, Cay.
uses, Spokanes and Nex Peross beld
wway.

Of all these, the Klikitats were, per.
hape, the most powerful and resthos,
surrounding country. Over sighty yoars
sgn. Lowis and Clarke found them o
ready living far ost sosth s Oregos
Quite sxtensive villages of them wers

e

»

foand by the early sttions almost w far
south m Eugene, and in Clackames and
Manion counties, aleo.  In their trade
Ficursions. of mansdisg e peditions,
they penetrated far into California while
ot the north they traversed & pood e
tion of British Colambia, snd every
summer made expeditions into the * baf
falo country,” ae they oalled the lands
st the boadwaters of the Missour

All thewn tritws are fast passing sway
and soon will have gose indo obdivies,
and boen pumbered with the dond sa
tione of astiquity. To the stadest of
ethnodogy there s an sltrection, almost
amounting to fascination, is the stuly
of the charncter, habite mytha, tradi.
one and superstitions of this dammnl
s dying reon.  To everyose mast have
ocurred, aguis asd aguin the questions
“ What was the Indias's origin’ Vrom
whenoe &3 be comse”  What s his past
bistory?  Does be represest the last
slage of degenersey of & caem s
powerful and istelligent rece. or bhaw be
slwags bown the same e sow?” What
ever we woukd ksow of his, we st
wowm dasccrver, lon very won, in his pris
ive condition, be will be o thing of the
past. Contact with the whites b .
rupting, asd fasd odditerating his oo

‘



