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- arthest north a magazine entitled “ Monthly Misce].
Oregon, ss this was the farthes ) Memoirs of the Curiou "
) : wso] had vet l,,.“.xtrutmi IHII}, or Memo 8. In
oy Earcpess ves ' e fur- this appeared a long account of gy g,
in the Pacific. A short distanco | voyage, said to have been made i
- * says the Spanish historian, leged voyage, sa s - " Blln
.l!u-r . = “discovered & rapid 1604, from the Pacific to the Atlantie
l“;‘ll;""mlill:;l :i:::-r wi:h ash trees, wil- and return, throl.lgh a system of .riVBl‘s
i nl-uu- MmMl‘l"mwr",.ﬁ,,f Castile and lakes, crossing North Amerjeq at
ik ;'“"L which they endeavored to about the fifty-third parazllel. This voy=
:::l:-l: ;::; 1‘:-|IIII Ilutl fr;i”l the foree of age was C!‘(}(litﬂd to Admlml ?edl'() I?&I-
the current.”  From this point the fra- tu.lwf- de Fonté, Uf_ the Slmmf-‘h IDArine,
gt was headed back for Acapuleo, but wao was epgaged 1n ex?lomhona under
before reaching that port, the command- tl‘u’- l]l!‘(!(:tll]!]' of the Viceroy of Pery,
er, pilot, and the grester portion of the Fonté was said to hm:'e entered a lar,
crew, had fallen vietims to the scurvy, river, "-“"‘f‘;l by him Rio de los Reyes, or
and been consigned to the bosom of that River of Kings, and, after a long voyage
great auknown ocean, whose lll_\'ﬁt"'l'i"'ﬁ' illllllld, to have entered an IIIIII‘JBHBG l!lke,
they were endeavoring to explore, called Lake Belle. He continued east
T:ilt' next intimation of there ]”-i"g a from Lake Belle, through P&rmentiel'
large river in this region came a cen- river, Lake Fonté and the Straits of
tury later, through the French explor- Ronquillo, into the Atlantie, returni
ers, who penetrated the region about the by the rame route. Little did the au-
headwaters of the Mississippi, during thor of this romance dream that the con.
the elosing years of the seventeenth cen. tinent, in the latitude assigned to this
tury and the first half of the eighteenth, wonderful series of rivers and lakes, was
One feature is very prominent in the re. nearly five thousand miles in width,
ports of nearly all these early French Yet, absurd as this story is, in the light
explorers — the fact that beyoud the of our present knowledge of the geog-
Shining mountains, s they called the raphy of North America, it was by no
Rockies, was & large river Howing west- means so at the time it was published,
ward to the “ Great Water,” as the [n- and though the archives of neither Mex-
disus called the Pacifie, of whose exis- ico, Peru nor Spam contained a record
tence they were awnre. Coming, as it did, of any such voyage, or any admiral by
from different tribes, and through dis- the name of Fonté, maps thereafter had
Hiet sources, it was acoeptod as g geo- the River of Kings added to the other
graphical fact, aud was deemed to be the names used to designate a great stream
sAme stream as that whose mouth Aguil. ﬂowing into the Pacifie from the Rocky
ar had endeavored to enter a century mountains.
belore.  Such & stream wag wvarisbly  The next pame added to the many
ontered o the taa ps of North America, used to d(*signate this stream, was Ore-
:l?;i Ix;].:t“"n,:?:“;:, l:ll\l-:s of ll{]i:'” of gon, Imato.wed by Captain Jonathan Car-
\guilar €450, and Rio de ver, “ native of Connecticut, wh.o. after
About this time, also, another name :'le k;ﬁnchli-we-m.ml.npeu.edto mthgll'l'
was applind to this undiscovered stream ”fn:}ip Fe I!;lﬂlsalppl r‘egmn, o the (::
8 name founded op B romanee \‘hi[’h‘ : | ' _renc and Indian w.u' beglm
however, Was not proved to hﬁs‘ b § » “Xploration of the West, till that time
nearly centary after its Inulnli:;'::iu‘: ;‘{""i“emd by. i AnglO-Ba!Dn oy
Lo 1708, thers « published iy Lond e left Boston in 1766, and is SEIPP‘”F‘!
"o o have gone as far west as the Red riv-

.




