same time, she s possessed of g strong desire

to do.  She is able neither ** to choose nor re-

fuse,’” but must wait and see.  What is harder

than to wait while others do, or do not do, that

which is of vital moment to yourself and yours?

Yet this was Portia's lot. Happy all like her
who are fortunate enough to have things turn
out well, for the vehicle of events does not al-

ways drop results so favorably in real life, but

often, along with a gnawing discontent, is bitter
misfortune, with all its attendants, However,
for the fair Portia, there came a successful wooer
and a happy chooser. Alas! ere the marriage
rites areover, comes trouble for Bassanio. Hast-
ening to the church, their fortunes are made
one and the bridegroom takes a loving depart-
ure for a brief time, to thwart adversity and re-
deem his honorable name, Immediately we see
developed in Portia’s character the noblest trait
of woman—the power to rise equal 1o emergen-
cv.  No longer listless and aweary of the world,
It with a determined purpose, she bends every
faculty to its attainment. ‘T never did repent
of doing good," she said, ** and shall not now.”
Disguising themselves, she and her maid repair
to the scene of Bassanio’s tronble, where, with
surprising ease, Balthazar frees the defendant
and conviets the plaintiff. How often it hap-
pens that women, living in retirement, are un-
known until something occurs to draw them
out, when it seems as though the heart devel-
ops the brain.

As with Portia, so with many in real life; dis-
content comes through nimlessness and inactiv-
ity, and can be overcome only with removal of
the cause. Let useful activity ‘ake the place of
idle passiveness; let purpose supplant listless-
ness ; and weariness and discontent

Shall fold their tents like the Arabs,
And as silently steal sway.

The kitchen should be one of the brightest,
cheeriest rooms in the house, especially if there
are cildren in the family and the mother does
the cooking, dish-washing and many other little
things which must be done daily. A bright,
cheery roomn imparts these qualities to iix oveus
pants; but a dark, dismal one renders its in-
mates nervous and foreboding ; and this is o
more troe of any other room than the kitehen.
The kitchen should also be sufficiently large and
commodions to allow the presence of 'ull-dul
en personsin it st one time without interfering
with each other. A nicely growing vine or two
in the windows adds much to the cheer of
the room, and such articles as are nevded
for use, which are not s few, should be pretty
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and attractive. Buot let the roan be ever wo
pleasant and attractive, and the person who is
to ocenpy it he ever so peetty and fascinating,
if she have not knowledge required to porform
the work, the kitohen is o fallure. This is a
day of hooks—books oo painting, books on fan
ey work, books ot dress-making, books fur the
nirsery, and books for the cook, The last
named are in every complete kitehen, Cooking,
15 the chief art of the kitchen and the mest uselul
art of the home, for health and good nature de-
pend upon it ss upon nothing else, The good
cook 18 progressive, wide-awake, tries new e
ipes and studies the chemieal qualithes of foul,
that she may know what is nutritions and de
sirahle.

Bemuty | thou pretty plaything | dear coneeit,

That stoals so geat'y o'er the heart,

And gives it & new impalee unknown befor,

Wotnan seeks to make home beautiful because
of the refining, pleasing, quieting effect of bean-
ty upon the occupants of howe. When the
master of the house comes in pervous and tired,
he finds rest in the change of his surroundings,
and the more pleasing the change the more per:
foct the rest, Then the bovs—the boisterous,
romping boys—step lighter when they enter a
beautiful home. They love it betler because it
pleases thom, and seek not so soon 1o spend
their evenings away. Girls, 100, are more e
fined and winsome in & beautiful home. Nstur-
ally, and often of nocessity, woman uses the
arts, whether great or small, to which she has
attained. Not the least among these in fancy
work—the most abased and most adored of all
hote arts, 1t is abused, howdver, becsnse it Is
overdone ; not because it has no merit in itwell.
It is wrong to do fancy work 1o the exclusion of
necessary reading ; 1o the barring out of noeded
work outaide of home, a cortain portion of which
every woman owes Lo humanity. However,
there often cote times in the experience of ev.
ory home-keeper, when 8 diversion from daily
routine s needed. At soch a time, & pleasing
plece of lancy work relieves the mind of care
and revives the spirits.

What is more fitting snd right than that won-
an's pen should defend woman's canse? Wom-
an alone can pot herself In woman's place. A
Hindoo lady, who sotne motths ago had a let-
tor on infant marriages pablished in the Tises,
o India, has recently sent in sncther thrilling
coutribution 1o the same paper on ** Enforond
Widowhood ** Strongly and bitterly she speaks
d uw.‘u m “" h“w




