THE WEST SHORE.

o the nursery, the kitchen, the parlor, the
l]ll’ Y

library, the boudoir, the social mn'ie.l:lw"l:;’llt
m“dr-"‘ objects which appeal to her c .an‘ ;
d the various doors ol Dusiness
|ma|:]4mr': an : Ay turning open to
and professional life now slowly 5
her on their rusty hinges, never I'llurv 1o I
Aosedd. I this work we eall for ?Ilf' aid of our
sisters on every hand. Send us in the reslts
of your thoughts, your experience and your wflirk
i every avenoe of activity. 1ot your {'KI_“ shine
for the 'wi{hm,. of your sisters, It will interest
and benefit you as well as them. Have you s
new recipe, & new style of fancy work, a new
rontrivance for the adornment of your home or
the rolied of toil, & pew idea for the social or in-
dustrial advancement of your sex? Let us know
it, and we will endeavor to place it where it will
be of benefit to others. Letters on such sub-
jects should be addressed to ** Tue WesT Snorg,
Fortland, Oregon, Woman's Department,”

How sadly neglectful of the art of conversa-
ton we are becoming. 1t is one of the happiest
means by which we make our presence cheer-
ful, increase our influence, and interchange and
sdvanes thonght. But many of onr thinkers,
with superlative selfishness, will sit in company
more like Greeian statues than like socigl be-
inge.  Evervone needs, and should have, his
own hours in which to think for himself. but
these hours should not embrace all his time,
To be & good conversationalist, much paing-
taking and practioe is needed, as well us to be-
oot skilled in any other art. He who wounld
b & penman must practice many hours upon
sinighe curve; he who would be 4 musician must
practioe long npon a single exervise before his
touch brings out the correct musical sound : 8o
the art of conversation. inferior to neither of
these, should recvive like attention.

To talk well one must think well. Thoughts
are clothed in language when unutternd,
s the mecret of good conversation, The
** should have his sentences complete an
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kood attention when
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emor. To secnre
talking, pool attention m
Are some things in which,

+ And this is one of

I+ more disconrteons than {
talk in an Abwenit-m neded manner, as !hmg;:

Ut eerson or persons 1o whom the words wepe
diterted were unworthy the entire attention

may be quite lost by disuse, and they may b
come tiresome and offensive to the

and all persons within hearing distance by oyep
use. Good, pure, refining and elevating

should be expressed, but there should not pe
constant talk without anything being said. e
has good judgment who knows and Btrikes the
* golden mean ' between talking too much and
too little,

As g means of improvement in the art of cofs
versation, experts recommend that there he
special preparation, not only as to the sub-
stance, but as to the wording, of the sentences,
and, as nearly as possible, their arrangement
and order; then, when opportunity presents
itself, skillfully guide the conversation in the
desired channels. Madame De Stael is said to
have thus prepared for her most brilliant repar-
tees. This plan is a very commendable one for
special occasions, when something of the eir-
cumstances may be known; but often there is
no opportunity for such preparation. Then is
when self, in all its simplicity and unequipped,
must come forward to supply the demand, Yet,
to be successful at such times, self must be for-
gotten, and such topics talked of as are familiar
to the person or persons with whom the conver-
sation is being held. When they talk freely and
without restraint, a degree of success has been
achieved. No rules can be given by which we
may at all times be guided in conversation ; but
this much may be said, that we are usually in-
terested and pleased when talking to good think-
ers, who use real judgment and good common
sense, and convey their ideas in grammatical
and interesting language.

" By my troth, Nerissa, my little body is
Aweary of this great world.” Thus the great
dramatist introduces Portia in his The Mer-
chant of Venice,” This character, like others
of the great poet, is a true one. It pictures one
of the many forms of discontent prevalent in
life. ** Aweary of life,” yot surrounded by
everything that wealth could procure to please,
or friends invent to satisfy. Childhood and
youth have simple ambitions which cling about
“veryone, and urge the powers of being to reach
out, grasp and hold. No does every period in
the life of the unfettered child of nature. But
let there be g “ gurfeit with too mueh,” ors
" starving with nothing,” each extreme is alike
a canker in the heart,

The lovely Portia was surrounded with those

+ MOst miserahle conditions, ability to do, wealth

chn-i\:ing of all need to do, and, consequently,
dictations denying all right to do, while at the




