wooden structure, built of Pil'-'“_' extend-
ing ot right angles with the swing w]§an
it is closed. It is as long as the swing
ansd as wide as the bridge. At the north
and soath ends it narrows to a sharp
point. The piles are driven firmly into
the bed of the river, but fastened some-
what ||nﬁ-1.\' at the tops to allow them
to give when a vessel comes in contact
with them. Along each gide of the rest
heavy timbers will be fastened horizon-
tally which will serve as fenders. While
perfectly safe and permanent, the entire
draw rest will be sufficiently yielding to
break the force of any boats accidentally
steered against it With the protection
sfforded by the draw rest and the lines
of swinging piles there is no more dan-
ger in passing through the draw than in
steaming alongside a wharf.

Of the many and great public advan-
tages which will, undoubtedly, acerue
from the completion of this bridge, it
soems searcely necessary to write, It
will afford the residents of East Port-
Iand and the extensive farming, garden-
ing and dairying region beyond, an easy
and convenient means of reaching this
oity.  However commodiouns may be the
Ilrul.n, and however mmplptp may be the
up;u):p!znent-, a bridge is .1‘-3}.3 vastly
faperior 1o any reasonable system or
pumber of ferries. The insdequacy of
f“"_)‘ boats has been clearly demonstra.
ted in the past. A bridge avoids all k.
Fons obstacles which interfere with the
continnous operation of a ferry, and fur.

nishes an almost uninterrupt assage
o vehicles and ;ulutrinua] o |
Portland will reap & nich, and cop.
stantly augmenting, harvest, in the ip.
erease of travel and trade, which will
flow hltl.lwrwml. following the natural
gravitation of business Fast Portland
I’l“ b "h'ﬂﬂiﬂ into l'lfm rplntinmhi
with the metropolis, and mnaequanﬂ!}
real ostale and Improvements in lhl)lt.

city will booome greatly enhanoed in
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value. Many persons engaged in busi.
ness in Portland, will, no doubt, now be.

come residents of our sister city. From
any point of view—apart from the con.
gideration that the structure mnet, neq.
essarily, be more or less an obstruction
to navigation—it must be seen that the
construction of the bridge is highly ben.
eficial to the natural growth and welfare
of Multnomsh county. It is the pur.-
pose of the company to lay a double
street car track across the bridge, if sat-
isfactory arrangements can be effected.
Such an improvement would no doubt
add a decided impetus to the material
development of East Portland and the
county. In this way a system of street
railways could be introduced into that
city, and operated in direct eonnection
with the several lines in Portland, fur-
nishing a rapid and convenient method
of reaching localities too remote to be
gained by walking, and would lead to
the building of many suburban residen-
ces. It would also, probably, cause the
purchase, laying out and beautifying of
public grounds and parks, which would
become popular places of resort on holi-
days.

From time to time during the past fif-
teen years, the question of consolidating
the two municipalities has been agitated.
By merging the municipal government
of East Portland into that of this city,
it is thought, by many tax payers, that
greater public economy would be se-
cured, and the proposition has met with
cousiderable favor among property own-
ers.  The completion of the bridge will
most certainly bring the two cities near-
er together by strong ties of mutual in-
terest, and who can tell but that it will
act s & very important factor in solving
the question of consolidation? Surely,
if the project were a feasible ope before
the completion of the structure, it is

much more go now,
J. M. BALTIMORE.




