—_—

=== '

MINING LIFE ON THE Y'UKOI;.

account by Mr. J. E. Chapman, of the experiences

of two years on the great Yukon river. It will be

full of interest to those who contemplate s visit

to the mines of that remots region. Says Mr. Chapman:
“The party I started ont with consisted of eleven per-
sons.  We went by the Dyay pass, traveling by the same
route made famous by Schwatks, The first difficulty
wo had to encounter was a finanoinl one, viz: the enor-
mous cost of packing food and necessary materinl to the
gold diggings. The Indians for this service charge as
much ps the first cost of the articles The region tray-
eled is wild and rugged and the divide prosents maguifi-
cent seenie effects in precipitous chasms and snow-clad
peaks, The first stream we struck 'wus the Salmon river,
not more than two feet wide but gradually increasing in
volnme as it neared the grest Yukon. At its junction
with that river we made our first diggings. Here our
little party broke up, the majority going ahesd to pros-
pect the Stewart river, another tributary of the Yukon,
More than sufficient gold to pay expenses was taken ont
of Bulmon river—in faet we nover msde a prospeet that
did not show puough to pay exponses during the time
we were in tho country. At every sand bur down the
Salmon river wo got good prospects, and these had been
worked the year before by other parties. 1 spmt my
first summer working on the Salmon bars; thenoo 1 went
to the mouth of the Stewart. The second summer 1
worked on the Stewart river. Men working at the mouth
of the Stewnrt averaged from seven dollars to nine dol-
lnrs per day. Hera great troubls was experienced in
trying to save fine flour gold, as it is called. If some
means oan be invented to save it, there are fortunes in
it. I experimented three months in trying to devise
moans to save this flonr gold, and succeeded, in » mens-
ure. When we had to shut down for the season, the
diggings were paying fifty dollars per day to the man.
Notwithstanding the rigorously cold winters, and the
widespread reports that the season is too short to make
enough to pay expenses, it Iasts fully six months, and
the poorest diggings struck would do more than that,
and ne to the climate, I would rather wintor there than
in south-castern Alnska.  The oold in intense, avernging
forty degrees below zero during the winter months, and
gotting down ns low as seventy and cighty degrees below
zoro oceasionnlly,  But when the cold is so groeat there is
uperfectly dend ealm—ascnlm as it is in your room-—and
st night the stars are so clear that they seem to hang
from the sky. The sbeence of wind during the winter
readily nccounts for our nol suffering much from the
cold. We found plenty of game while wo were thers,
ulong and in the neighborhood of the river, but it is be.
coming searcer each season, and it is generally bost to
be independent of the resources of the country in that
particulsr, 1 havn't any doubt that richer diggings are
yot 1o be found in that region. The part of it we tray-
eled over did not embrace more than five hundred and
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fifty miles in ull, including the feeders, the Salmon and
Stowart rivers.

Tho richest diggings will undoubtedly be found along
the hoadwaters of the Yukon, At the | end of the Stow.
art rivor 8150 diggings wore foand by Messre. Boxwell
and Frazor.  Thore are about soventy-five m.u who will
winter at Fort Nelson, near the junction of the Stewart
and Yokon, Quite a settlement is hore established, con.
wisting of several substantial storo buildings and the
honses of the miners. Tt is & beautiful looation and
avinoos an oyo for business and boauty on the part of
the looator,  Yery litlle prospecting for quarts his boon
done #o fur; miners confining their atlention principally
to placers. 1 have heard of but one ledge on the Yukon,
discovorsd  necidontally, spocimens of which assayed
£2000 per ton. Wao found goll in every stream wo
prospocted, and from other minors who have traveled
over o greater extont of territory than 1 have, am in.
formd that gold is found ovir a wider muoge in north-
ern Alagka than in any state or territory on the Pacifio
const.  There is no doubt that we have in Alaska the
largost quarts lodgoe that was evor found, and recent in.
formation proves that wo have also the most extensive
plaoer diggings in the world. T haven's done very well
mysell —have very little to show for my soasons’ work,
only %1284 after paying my expenses, but there are
others who have mado ns high ns 86,000 in loss time.
I um going back next wpring and with new mashinery
and the experience I have already gained, 1 oxpect o
olonn up from 85,000 to #10,000, The country in moun-
tainous in the truest senso of the word, broken, jagged
nued raggod, with very littlo softuess.  Thore are strotoh-
on of flat land along the river, the resalt of ice aud wa-
tor orosion. Those flats are woll timboered, and as far as
I conld porceive, just as good as in fonnd anywhere in
wouth-oastorn Alaska, with onoe additional fosture that
lent a glory and n beauty to the landsoape in sutumn,
not soon anywhore except in the cast, sod thst was the
supersbundanoe of small annuals, whose folisge beonme
o blnzo of color whon the frost king in nrtistio
work., Of these nunuals, the cotton.wood was the most
sbundsot.  In wpring and early summer the number,
varioty and benuty nrlhn wild Howers was bewlldering,
1t wan & perfect boquet of eolor, and many of the flowars
nr dolioately perfumed,  The anroral lights were somo-
thing grander than I had ever ween bafore,  They al-
wiys soemed far nway, bul now they oame down in
stroams of gorgeous light right over e I felt s if
they wore atmospherio glaciers, m that they rushed
through space with lightuing velocity and eloaved the
calmer, warmer air about me, making » sizsling noise as
of something burning, I think it is onusod by lntensoly
cold air, or & wedge of cold sir coming in contact, or
forving ite way into n warmer stratum poar the earth,
Whon | started into the Yukon country T was fortunate
in moeting n purty going there, and thus had compnny,
Coming back 1 got a little short of provender, but man-
ngod to get through sll right.  Thers Is only oue very
du plaee in crossing the divide, that inn
™ El mountain stream ot yery desp, but very strong,
which must be forded timm. Wo thin
plan of holding each other's bhands while we waded
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