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IN opposing the forfeiture of the laud grant for the
Cascade division of the Northern Pacifie railroad, both
of the Oregon senators spoke of the strong competition
which this, and our other Pacific railronds, are likely to
have from the Cansdian Pecific. Iu weilhor of their
spoeches, nor in other references to the subject, does
there appear to be any exsggerstion of the important
part which the Canndisn Pacific is to play in the traffic
neross this continont, and the development of business
in the Northwest.

This road may be said practieally to have the British
government behind it, notwithstanding the fact that
many of its securities are owned by Americans, It was
built to extend the civilization and power of England in
nocordance with the policy snnounced by Brougham
about thirty years ago,—“to preserve the connection of
the different component parts of a great and settled
empire and conneet the whole mass,"—the same policy

s that by which the Romun empire was consolidated,

by wmaking all roads lend to the imperial city. All the
ocean paths now lesd to Eogland. The route to the
Enst was shortened by the Suez canal, and England con-
tends that a shorter and o cheaper route is now open
through the Canadinn dominion, and there is no doubt

. i will bo used. The advertised time botween London
aud Hong Kong via Gibraltar and Suez is forty-two
dnys, and to Yohohama, fifty-two days. By way of
Montreal and Port Moody the run from Liverpool to
Yokobams can be made in thirty-seven days. Oun the
Enstorn route vessels must take coal st Aden or Ceylon,
which has to be carried from the mines in England or
Australia, whilo the local supply on the Canadian route
is abundant.  Taking all things into sccount, the extra
oost for coal, the tolls upon the Suez canal, and the dif-
forence in olimate, the Canndian route would seom to be
tho most favorable for English traffic with Japan and
Northern China,

Although the road has been open to traffic but four
months, five tea ships from Japan have arrived at Port
Moody, and others are charterad, These cargoes, how-
ever, are not for England, but for consumption in the
United States and Canads. The Northern Pacifio hns
boon open for traffic three years without receiving as
muny oargoes of ten. The distance from Puget sound
to Yokohamn is five hundred miles loss than from San
Francisco-~a difference of two days in favor of the sound.
With a line of sleamers plying rogularly between the
wostorn tarminus of the Canadian rond and Chins, with
mail patronage in addition to all the other favors of the
British government, it is plainly to be seon that the road
will have an immense advantage over our Pacific roads
in foreign commerce, which has beon regarded from the
first a8 one of the main sources of revenue for these
rosds.  Asa Whitney, who bogan forty years ago to urge
the importance of building the Northern Pacifie railroad,
said it was “ the only route which would shorten the dis-
tanco between Earope and Asia 80 as to foree a change
toit"  But the Canndisns have built another road a lit-
Uo shorter, and, what is of more consequence, the pa-

trons of the new rival have business to give it. Oar
government, which has been assidnously striving to
avoid having foreign commerce, has succeeded so well
that now it has very little trade with the East. English
sliips take our raw catton to England, where it is mann.
factured into cloth; then English ships carry it to China,
Japan and the Philippines, and return with cargoes of
tea, coffee and spices. The aggregate amount of cottons
sold by England in the East in one year is some six hun-
dred million yards,

But the foreign commerce that may pass over the
Canadian Pacific railway will not be its only, nor its
main, support. This road will doubtless play about the
same part in the transcontinental business of this coun-
try that the Grand Trunk has so long played between
Boston and Chicago. * Although the Grand Trunk was
the longest rond, it has successfully competed with other
lines ut every possible point, until now it is one of the
most prosperous, as well as most powerful, roads in
America. The Canadian Pacific will pursue the same
policy. It has already secured a large share of the East-
ern traflio on the sound, and is drawing business from

Ban Francisco. It has established direct connections

with’ Minneapolis, St. Paul and Chieago, and it will send
its branches down into every fertile seotion of our north-
ern border, It will come wherever there is business—
to Beattle, to Portland, to Spokane Falls and to Helena—
and its coming will nlso stimulate business at every fa-
vored competitive point.  With the development of its
oriental traffic other roads will have to go to its western
terminus to get & share for distribution in the United
Slates.

Vanderbilt used to say, when the Grand Trunk was
pressing him so hard, that it was difficult to compele
with a rond which was not compelled to pay dividends.
The London stockholders of the road were not seeking to
make instaptaneous fortunes, but to build for the future,
to extend the commercial relations of England, and so
they wore willing to havo their dividends deferred. The
political importance of the Canadian Pacifio is so great
that it will be sustained, even if its business in the early
stages of development should not be remunerative. All
these considerations give it prestige to start with, and if
the policy by which it has been opened, is continued, it
will be a mighty factor in the development of business
at various points in the Northwest. It may also teach
American statesmen that foreign commerce is one of the
elomonts of national grandeor and wealth, that even as
great a country as this can not afford to despise,
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Tue West Buong for 1887 will be much enlarged
and improved in every respect In both its illustrations
and contributed articles it will take a wider range of
subjects, and its contents will be more diversified than
formerly. Those who subseribe now for 1887, will re-
ceivo the October and November numbers, and the hol-
iday issue of this year, including the handsome colored
engraving of Mount Hood.




