properties used were fow and simplo and were brought
on and handed to tho nctors in full view of the andience,
In the pancity of accossories, the ackors resorted to pan-
tomine to supply the deficioncy, and a lively imagina-
tion only enabled us to understand whether an sotor
working his arms vigorously was rowing a boat or put-
ting out a weok's washing. The ecostumes of some of
them wera of the finest silk, velvet and broadeloth, but
the colors were wonderfully and fearfully mixed. As
we turned our attention to the stage, it was oooupied by
a coy maiden who was singing or reciting in an expres.
sionless falsetto voice something whioh seemed to be
highly pleasing to the sndience. A man with a flowing
robo of blue silk flapping about his limbs, and a long
beard of yellow horse hair doponding from his chin, an.
torod with a stately stride and bogan making love to the
maiden, apparently without making s favorable impres-
gion upon hor. They soon retired, and n lusty fellow
with Lis whitened fuce sonmed and crossed with strenks
of bluck, bounded in and prancad ncross the stage ns
thongh his shoes were swarming with red ants.  He was
evidently tho “ bud man " of the play. He disappeared,
and the coy maiden agnin glided into view, this time ao-
companied by a comely youth whose amatory advances
were ovidently more ploasing than those of her more
oaged lover. Mattors apparently soon came to & foous,
for immedintely after making their exit, they rushed
upon the stage ngain, hotly pursued by the rejectad
suitor and the * bad man,'" the lntter waving aloft  long
paper sword whose flimsy blade flapped from side to
gidde as it olove the air. Both parties disappoared and
goon the fugitives made & breathless entrance st the
other door,having npparently gained half s milo in the
twenty soconds of their absence. In the conter of the
stage they stopped suddenly and startod back with hor-
ror, having evidontly almost fallen ovor the brink of a
chagm which was visible only to the eye of the imagina-
tion. They bogan to construet a bridge, snd with the
aid of some assistants, two tables were placed about four
foot apart, noross which o plank was laid, and a chair
sol nt sithor end for steps,  While the bridge was being
constrocted the chasm obligingly dissppesred so they
could eross back and forth freoly; but when all was
ready the chasm was sgain in full force nnd affect.  The
fugitives then crept cautiously neross the imprompta
bridge and ran joyfully away. Then appeared in hot
haste the “long beard" and “bad man,” who also
# yiowad with alarm " the imaginary ohnsm sod seomed
groatly perplexed by the situstion until they espiod the
bridge, against which they had been leaning while dis.
cussing the problem. They also erossed timorously and
.rushed away. As the plot thickened and the face of the
moon was more sad moro tinged with gore, the writer
became dooply intorested. Ho suggestod the propriety
of remaining to see the end, and was plunged into eon-
fusion by the scornful laugh which broke from the lips
of the entire party. The manager then explained that
a Chineso play is built on the broad gauge plan, like
continued story, ranning day and night for many days,
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and that the one we were now looking at bognn the weak
before and might possibly be eoncluded in another fort-
night.

The obliging manager then condueted us through
the sudionce and neross the slage to the room in the
ronr, pasaing unsoathed throngh n bloodless eontliob ba.
twoon i parcel of gorgoonsly-appareled gods and a bateh
of hideously-painted dovils, who were haoking each
other with papor swords to tho maroiless olash of the
orchustra.  The one long room at the renr of the stage
sporvid for dressing, property and waiting room, aud wis
erowded with sotors and sssistants,  The first thing we
noticed was that the ooy maiden was no coy maiden at
all, but only n horrid man, as wore soveral other suppos-
ititious fomales, and we woro informed that there are no
womon aotors among the Chinose, all fomalo oharsoters
boing taken by mon, who are considernd the leaders of
the “profosh”  We fonnd the actors to bo socially in.
elinad, espocially the “bad man," who shook hands all
round and muitsd as bonignly as his black stronks would
permit.  After watehing for a time their * go m you
plonse " manner of drossing and making their entranoss
and oxits, and aftor axamining and duly admiring their
multitado of costumoes and teappings, wo descended a
lndddor into the dark spaos benesth the stage, which is
not devoted to the purposes of the play, as in other the
ators, but i out up into numerous small apartments
whore the notors sleep, Dolween the stage and the
ground we found three separate loors, none with the
coilings more than seven feot high, and one of them wo
low that wo had to sloop in golng from one side to the
other, W glanced at the kitohen, which was an apart-
ment against the interior brick wall, about ten foet long
nnd four foot wide, and flled with a smell ample for
largo hotel.  Doclining an invitation to partake of somo.
thing the exnot nature of which was involved in mystery,
wo murmurod our thanks and groped our way along &
narrow passngn leading to a side door, lmuing out upon
the wtreot, glad to A1l our lungs with the freah night air
nnd give our olfaotorios o well.earned vaeation,

Hanny L. WeLia,

W —

Tue oxponses of rallroading in Mexico are great
Wooden tios have but a short life, eracking in the dry
sonson, and rotting during the riny months; bridge tim.
bers and piles also woar out papidly, Froight cars must
bo painted frequontly to prevent drying and erncking,
and oven the substantinl Pallman curs shrivel undar this
axposure.  Fuel constitates u large item of outlny. Mes.
quit roots are burned on the Cantral road; pine out along
its routo is used on the Interocoanio; and the Yers Orus
Company feod thoir enginos coal blocks that are brought
from Wales ns ballsst.  The decay of tios will in time
necossitate n serious outlay on the Central rosd, for
wooden aleopers cost 81,00 ench. It is evident that iron
Lios are n nocessity in Mexico, and they are just coming
into use. The climate tends to preserve the rails and
iron bridges. —sSpringfleld Republican,




