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A NIGET IN OHINATOWN.

Y 7 ITH all the capacity to absorb and assimilate ap-
perently incongruous eloments possessed by
the political, social and religious institutions of
the United States, they seem powerless to di-

gesl the Mongolinn, The represeniabives of ueatly
every nation undet the sun have taken refuge in this
land of freedom, and before the second generation have
become completaly Americanized, with one exception
the Chinese. For thirty.six yoars the “childlike and
bland" conntenance of the Chinnman has beon soen on
the streets of our westorn cities, and yot, a8 a oluss, with
scarcely an indivinual exeeption, he is as much of a for-
eiguer to.day as he was when he loft the shores of the
Flowery Kingdom o third of a century ago. The Ger-
man, the Bwede, the Russinn, the Turk, and even the
Jupanese, adopt the costume, and to  large extent the
customs, of our people immedintaly upon planting their
feet upon our soil.  Olunnish, they nre, to a certain ox.
tent, drawn togoether socinlly, and oven politically, by
those ties of common blood and birth which sre among
the strongest that find root in the hearts of men; but
gradunlly thess wear awny by contact with the mass of
people, and the children of these immigrants, reared in
our publie sohools and msociating with the youth of the
country, become Americanized and relieved of every in-
elination towards such ideas ang oustoms of thy land of
their fathers ns nre incongroous with those obtaining in
this conntry, Not so the Chinese. They hold them-
selvos aloof, and wherever thay go huddle together and
et up & mininfure Chioa in the midst of our antagonis-
tie civilization. A third of a century on the Pacifie
const still finds them in their peculinr native costume,
their heads shaved and their pig-tails flapping about
their legs. This precious appendage, origioally s badge
of servitude, is now held by them s erown of distinotion,
without which no true Chinaman can expect honor in
this life or glory in the life to coma. Even such of
them as pretend to have become converted to Chriski-
« anity under the faithful missionary labors of many good
aud noble men and women—chiofly the latlor—still
eling to their pigtails with all the superstitious fervor
of their more benighted countrymen. No effort is made
{o teach their children the lnnguage and manners of this
country, but the little ones are in every respect mininturs
counterparts of their fathers and mothers, and as much
Chinese in every instinot and action as if they had been
reared under the very shadow of the throne of the
Poarly Emperor. The explanation of this in simple,
Other nationalities come here to live, to mingle with our
people and become a part of us, and their ehildren are
oducated for a life amony us; the Chinesa come bore for
n temporary residence, to make money upon which they
cnn eventanlly live nt case in their native land, and their
children are consequently rearsd with a viow to a futnre
permanent residence in the land of their fathers.  The
one is an immigraut, the other a enrpet-baggor—or,
rather, & beamboo.poler, wines his worldly possessions

nre generally carsied in bundles dangling from sither
ond of a bamboo pole,

Tho great mass of Chinese in Amoriea are of the la-
boring clase, unmarried and ireesponsible.  Bound to
no loeality by family or properly ties, they go from
placo to place whorever employment can be seoured,
Thoy huddle togeblier in Whe “ Chinslown ™ of vur va.
rious cities, from which they go out singly in search of
work, or aro sont out in gangs to fill contracts for Iabor
taken by some * boss Chinaman,” returming promptly to
the city rendeavous whonever ont of work, Only those
of the better olnss; tho merclinnts, bosses, sle, cnn af-
ford the luxury of a wifo and family. A wils reprosents
an investment of from one handred to five hundred dol.
Inrn purchase money, snd o steady oublay for eurrent ox-
ponsos,  Consequently they are above the moans of the
ordinary coolio, and are a searce article in Ameriea
The groat majority of Chinose women brought to this
country are of the disroputable olass, They are not
vory numerous in comparison with the men, yot they
amount to severnl thousands in the aggregate; and sines
they ramain in tho cities and are thore seon in great
numbars, they give the impression of being in greater
foreo in proportion to the men than in sctually the ense,
Every effort is made by our oustoma olficials to sxelude
them undor the terms of the restriction sol, and of late
yours their numbers have not incrensed an rapidly s
formaorly.

There is one cluss of Chinese who sequire and main-
tain property interests hore—the merchants, They are
of & higher order than the mass of their countrymen
who reach our shores, and the two are as distinot soelally
an the samo olasson are nmong our own people, Their
property consists chiofly of morchandise, and it is sel-
dom they soquire real estate. Bome of them, however,
have erooted buildings upon land held ander a loass,
while a faw have aven gone to the extent of purchasing
the Innd itsell. Sowe of thess are rich, even in the
American sccoptation of that word, while all of them are
woll-to-do secording to the Chiness standard.  They are
whrowd busines men, and possess s fine n sense of
commercinl honor as do the white merchants oosupying
more imposing quarters on the adjoining streel.  Thair
dealings aro principally with their own counlrymen,
though onr wholosale and commission merchants have
quite oxtensive transaotions with them, and find them
desirable customers.  They have a commercial system
of their own, and it Is seldom our courts are troubled
with their business afairs.  The majority of respootable
women aro wives of these merohinnts, and generally live
in apartments in the rear of, or above, their husbands'
wtores.  Thoy are seen but litthe on the street, are modest
and retiring in their demoanor, and are usnally dremed
in the most expensive silk sod velvet They toll no
more than the lillies that put the glory of Bolomon to
whame, but are considerad by their husbands more ns
toys snd ornnments than s companions and helpmests.
Their domestic daties are practically nothing, sinee all
cooking in done by men, and they have but the eare of




