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wide prairies and through the passes of her hills, the
iron track is laid and the screaming of the hoarse-
thronted engine tells every few minutes of some station
reached, The stage coach, that surprised the natives,
has given place to steam, as that must in turn give place
to electricity. The felagraph fnshes neross the wires
news of the Old World; we are so near New York na to
publish the same day the snme news its graat dailies is-
sue. Roller flouring mills use the flow of rivers di-
verted from their conrses to do good to man.  Saw mills
work up and digest the mighty forests that once grew
here, and the world of to-day bears little semblance to
the “long ago.” This is no longer a new country, bal
boasta schools, colleges, nsylums, prisons, churches and
hospitals. Every June old and wrinkled and gray-
haired men and women mssemble to talk over the old
times and old friends, many of whom are gone—and this
is the pioneers’ reunion.

Salem is the second town in Oregon, with six thou-
gand population in town and subnurbs, Tt is the most
home-like place in the state, with less pride and artifiei-
nlity than the metropolis has. Spreading muples, natu-
rl to this region, are plantad along its wide and uni.
form streets; water from the Santinm is bronght in in
two streams that afford six mill wites. Cirent fouring
mills grind immense quantities of wheat, and other in.
dustries do their part to build the town, The future
will see here in harmonious combination great mechani-
oal industries, schools and colleges without superior on
tho const, and state institutions that will do their share
to muke the city prosper. It common schools are fine
buildings and teachers who deserve high merit conduct
them., Willumette University is o thriving college.
The city spreads far; has generous lots and wide streots,
nnd loafy maples shade the walks, Soch as it is, the
Methodist mission founded ity and it keeps paee with
the growth and prosperity of our state.  Salom has far
the handsomest court house in Oregon, s building that
cost over 100,000, and is truly elegant in appearance.
At the upper end of the avenne on which it stands is
the state capitol, » building of great dimensions, that
will be completed in due time. The dome and towers
planned for it will not be built until the inside is fin.
ishad, and this is being done now. When built and
complated it will be a stracture of which any state might
well feel proud. Enst of Salem, a mile or #o, the state
owns soveral hundred ncres of land, on which are the
penitentiary, nud insanoe asylum.  Theso are rathoer im-
posing in size, well built, and furnished with all modern
improvements. Tt is safe to say that they—as well s the
capitol—have cost less than any similar public buildings
in America. Silverton sits close in smong the foot
hills, and is & busy town.  Jefferson, Stayton and Tur-
per have mills that use the Santinm water in busy work,
Home industry will make their future,  On the railroad,
in Fronch prairie, are Aurors, Hubbard, Woodburn,
Gervais and Brooks, all growing at a good pace.  Along
the river is DButteville, famous for its vurly listory.
All over \he county are towns and villages, farms and

homos, with gardens and orchards that show how well
thay all ean live -if thoy but chooss to do so. The
state haw its rivalrics, and a gonerous share of rather
formidablo rivalry is worn out upon Salem. The time
came, & quarter of a oentury ago, when at a general eloc-
tion, all votors cast o ballot to attast their shoics for the
sont of governmont. Tt so happened that a few from
Salom chanced to ba tomporarily residing at the mines
in Enstora Orogon.  One was o lady whoso charms may
hivo faded some in quarter of & century, but then she
was attractive enough to win muny votos for Salem, and
cnrried all ghe could. She and others labored so well
for “sweot homo "' as to tarn the soale, Salom was in.
dientod by loss than one hundred plurality,

Every ton yoars the state takes n consus of it own,
in the middle of each deends, The national census
heing taken at the close and the state consus in the mid.
dle of snch decnds, wo have i tolorably effective census
ovory five yoars. The state returns from 1885 oredit
Marion county with three thonsand six hundred sod five
logal votors, and eloven thousand eight hundred and
forty-eight populution; of live stock, thirty-one thousand
and seventy-two shoep, ten thousand two hundrod and
forty-five wwine, four thousand seven hundred aud
twonty-five horses, two hundred and four mules, ten
thousand woven hundred aud two cattle,  Of 1884 pro.
ducts, whent, one million two handred snd ninety-nine
thousand one hundred and nimety-six bushels; onts, nine
hundred and fifty-sight thousand three handred and
threo bushels; barlay, sixtoon thousand elght hundred
and ninety-thros bushels: hny, fourteon thousand four
hundrid aml two tons; corn, sixtesn thousand eight hun-
drod and three bushols; butter and chesse, two hundrod
and fifty-six thousand one hundred and thirtoen potnds;
flnx woed, two hundred and fifty bushols; hops, four hun.
dred wnd fifty thowsand two hundred and forty-four
pounds; potatoos, threa hundred and vighty-six thou.
s and thirty-sight bushols; apples, two hundrod and
forty-four thousand two hundred and fourteoy bushels;
pluma and pranes, sighteon thousand seven hundred
and ninety-oight pounds; (there are errors in this, s
wo know one man who had just about the quantity of
dried plums and prunes as is oredited to the whola
county); lumbor, nine million eight hundred and ffty.
two thousand five hundred feot; gross value of taxable
property, 86,924,345.00,

Marion county is thus divided: the greatest reach of
prairio in the Fronch prairie, comprising the northern
part of the county, extending twenty miles north and
south and almost ns far onst and west It has Aurors,
Hubbard, Woodbarn, Gervais and Brooks, towns on the
railrond, sud Butteville, Chinmposg and Fairflold near
the river. Catholios bave u sohool and conveut st Bt
Paul. This prairie in vory fortilo and woll sottled.
Howall peairis lies near the Waldo hills and borders on
them: it in one of the most boautifal and fraittul of all
Orogon's garden spote.  Balem prairie in not so exten-
sive ns the othars, but s o fine pieco of country just

porth of the eapital. Tho Mill ereok and Bantinm covntry




