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MARION COUNTY, OREGON.

OUR Willamette valley is one of the garden spots on

the surface of the great green earth. The fabled
“Garden of the Gods" could have been planted

here in many places, 1f the long ocoast line

oould pass belore us in panorams, 50 we could see the
Pacific shores from far Alusks to southernmost Califor-
nia, from the northern seas to the southern gulf, from
the glaciers of Stickeen to semi-tropic orange groves of
Los Angeles, there is no region in it all to equal, much
leas eclipse, this, in the besuty and harmony of sur-
roundings, There are mhny rivers, hills and plains that
vie with earth’s fairest soenes, but not one of them can
bear away the palm from the lovely Willamette. 1t is
no mere spot in miniature; it is as broad as a degroe of
longitude, and its wators flow hundrads of miles frim
where the fountains rise to where the broad river blends
with the Columbia. Shrined by mountain ranges whoso
fonntains furnish living stroams, the river gathers from
circling hills and rogged heights the strenms that vivily
und beautify these hills and vales to awell the flow that
sooks the sen.  Multnomah is but the gatewny, and not
the valloy; Clacknmas, with its wooded hills, guards the
lowar vale; there are hroad prairies in * Old Linn," and
Lane is charmingly diversified; west of the life-dealing
river are the fiolds of Polk, and the graces and glorics
of Yambhill; but we stand where Hood takes its first view
of cultured vales. Where the beautiful hills mingle so
deftly with the fruitful plains, is Mation, the queen of
counties, if not the queen of Oregon. Here all that is
ndmirable and froitfal and beautiful in the great valley
finds expression, for it has hills and vales and forests
und streams which represent the Willamette st its best,
One-half & century nago the great rendezvous of the
mid-continont was Green river, There hunters and
trappors, traders and travelers, mountainmen and plain-
men, met at midsummer and canvasssd everything of
interest to all,  Those who eame from the far Wost com-
pured the parched mid.continent, and all the rogion enst
of the Cnsoades—the plaing where no tron gave shade
and where no rivalets strayed — with the vallays of Weat-
ern Oregon, whare folings of richest groon and donsest
shade, bordered stroams that were fed by innumerable
fountaine, This region, they said, knew neither sum-
mer's fervent heat nor winter's Arctic frost. Their tales
ware carriod back and told to the frontiersmen onst of
the Missouri, and made a deep impression. The tima
eame when Amoricans looked to Oregon for homes, and
these “ travelers' tales,” more than twice told, beguiled
the winter firesides of thoso destined to becoma pionoers
of Oregon.  The earliost of them, having traverssd two
thousand miles of shadeless plains, fragrant with sage
brush and alkali; having erossed the Casends mountains
a8 their lnst endeavor, came to the long-sought-for Wil.
Jamette vallay, They came down out of the trackloss
mountains to a Iand that seemed Edon, to fields that in.
deed wern elysinn.  The meadows and pastures were
rich and luxuriant; they waved befors the fresh ses-

winds like billows of emerald. There wers then no
flocks and herds as we have them now, but the * native
races " poopled this wildorness. What wo call savage
tribes ruled natare; planted their lodges by tho strenms
andd hindd their canoes on all the rivers; hunted and fshed
nnd lived by wimple laws; the wild deer and olk, the
black and brown bear shared dominion with them, and
with tho fish in the streams gave theom their winter's
food. Forty yoars ago the antlored elk ranged free and
numorous on all these valloys, praivios and hill ranges,
Nature was supremo and the native rmoss, savage and
wild, shared the land among them. 1t s relatad that
ns onrly as 1812 there wore huoters who killed game
along the river, west of French prairie, to send alk mont
for the food supply st Astorin.  Aged men of the Oali-
pooins tell how they laid in their winter's meat.  Their
villagos wore along the Willametts, the Santinm and
Molalls, and also along the foothills, The day was set
and early in the morning conch shells were blown to eall
men out for tho great hunt of the year. A groab cordoy
of hunters reached around what is now Marion sounty,
who set fire to the natumn graws, driving sll the game
bofors it to n common contor.  Whon the space was nae-
rowad enongh the best men went in and killed sufficient
game to answer their purposs, being earaful not to
wonkon the herds by diminishing their productive o
pooity. They lived this unfottered life bafors the white
men eamo among them. There was at Balem, a winter
village of immemorial wsage, ealled Chomekota, where
the Calipooins brought their stores of onmns, berries,
cured monts and fish,  The measlos bocame n pestilanos,
hall o contury ago in this, their “old home," s Che.
wekota has monning.  They followed their old way of
swoltering in their swoat howses and then plunging into
tho river, and many times doaths wers sudden.  From
u prosperoas nation these Indians beosms ouly a few
sooros,  Chomokots saw {hom come no more o winler
on the shore where Nalom now has possession.  While
one people inhiabited this valley there were many tribos,
nnd those living on difforont sides of the Willamette
quarrelod at times.  When the old men met ou the river
and talked matters over unnvailingly, snd whan diplo.
mncy wis oxhinusted, they went to war.  When i of
war, the young men turnod the matter over sgain to
their eldors and so posce would be made,  The name of
the river has full signifieance of this old custom, for the
weaning of the word Willamette is “The Watars of
Peace.”

The time eame whon constant trapping and houting
Jossenod the number of fur-bearing animals, and the
boaver became searce in all the country wost of the
Rocky mountaine.  Then it was nocessary for the Hul
son's Bay Company to make businoss for its employees.
There were no settlors and only vory fow missionarios,
but the company made a contract to supply the R
winns of Alasks with bread, aud to send timber nod lam.
ber to Chins and the Sandwiol islands.  This necessi-
tated wheat growing, and & number of hall-bread monn.
tainoers settled in the valley and beeame farmors, They




