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Reaching Spokane Falls onr first glance indieates a
ploasant town, with a bluffy hill thinly clad with pines
on the soutl and a large plain o the north and east, bor-
dered with picturesque mountaine,. We find the busi.
ness part of town built largely of brick, nnd very sub-
stantial for a town only seven or eight years old. There
nre many elegant residences here and there, especially
among the pieturesqoe rooks—pilod around like lisy
alacks—south of the railrond. The ground on which the
town stands is gravelly, not good for sgricalture, but of
the best for street wear, neither dusty nor muddy.

The falls, of course, form the groatest feature,  Both
from a seenie and commercinl point of view they are of
gront interest.  The cloar and cold Spokane, a stream
Linlf us large ss the Willamette, is hore flung over n
werion of trap dykes, forming a eatarnct nearly half a
mile long, with one perpendicular fall of a dozen feet,
and another of thirty or more.  While not of sufficient
magnitade to bo sublime these falls are marvelonsly
beantiful, with the green, glassy surface of the river
torn by the projecting rocks into shreds ns white as
wool,  The water power is enormous snd is already util-
i by throo grest grist wills, one saw mill, the eleotrie
light works, and sundry smaller enterprises. Of the
flour mills, two, the Eeho and the C and C, are roller
millee.  The former hns s enpneity of one hundred snd
twanty-five barrels of lour per day, the latter not much
loss,  Doth have machinery of the most approved kind.
The whent supply for these mills comes mainly from the
Spangle and Lntah country, south of SBpokane, The
mirkot, sside from the looal demnnd, is Montsna and
the Coour d'Alene mining region,  There is one wall
squipped saw mill, under the charge of the Spokane
Lambor and Manufacturing Co, 1t cats forty thousand
fool per day.

ho town has becoms quite a city recontly, by the
introduction of fine systems of water works and eloctrie
lights. It containg now sbout thirty-five hundred peo-
ple.  Its publie buildings do great eradit to so now
noe, Tllm‘n nre soveral churches, one, the Catholie,
lming an olegant building. The publie school house, a
vory neal, though not costly, structure, is located in a
wightly spot, in the south part of town.  On the north
..iﬂ.m the river—the town is almost entirely on the
south side—are the Methodist anl Catholie colloges,
The former, under charge of Rev. Mr. Bishee, is making
n good beginning in trying to meet the edueational
noods of this great region. The latter is temporarily
clowed.  Bpokane Falls is well supplied with newspa-
pers. The Chronicle and Revieir aro two of the best
weoklios in the territory, The Miner is an excellont
papor devoled to the mining and commercial interests
of that region.

As to its connections with the ontside world Spokane
Falls is woll squipped.  The Northern Pacific railroad
passos dirootly through it A braneh line from Mar-
shnll, seven milos south, is vow in process of construe-
tion. It is already built to Spangle, ten miles south of
Marshall, and is being rapidly pushed on w Farming-
ton, thirty miles further. It traverses the magnificont
whoat belt sbove deseribed.  From Spangle another
rmpuﬂtl branch tlirme. to the southeast, probably go.
uﬁlhmugh or near the towns of Waverly und Latals,
and finding a terminus on Coour d'Alene lake, This fn-
vored region has also another railrowd under construe-

tion from Colfax to Farmington by the Oregon Railway
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and Navigation Co., and still another in prospect. So,
in means of communication as well as natural resources,
the great Spokaune and Palouse country is likely to soon
be one of the foremost sections in the territory. Iis
business will naturally converge at Spokane Falls, inas-
much as Marshall, tha point of contact between the
branch snd the main line of the Northern, has no natur-
ul fucilities. Besides its existing railroad connections,
Spokane Falls has others in prospect. One northward
throngh the Colville valley to some point on the Cana-
dian Pacifie, and another northwestward through the
Big Bend country to some point on the Columbia river.
This Iatter road will give the Spokane country indepen-
dent connection with the lower country, for the river
can, with a little work, be readily navigated from the
Wenntehoo to Celilo, at the head of the Dalles. Tt was,
indeed, carrently roported that last spring's reconnnis-
gance of the river had been disconraging, but T was per-
gonnlly informed by Captain Troup that such was not
the case.  He believes that o few short portages—canals
ultimately —will open the river from Celilo to Farwell,
on the Canadinn Pacifie, the Kettle falls being the only
great obstruction.

To intending immigrants. it may be well to say that
if you come to Spokane Falls secking land youn will find
government land of fine quality, and as yet great abun-
dunce, in the Big Bend country. Harrington is the
principal place in that region and can be reached by
wagon from Spokane or Bprague. If one desire to pur-
chnse land hie can find it of the finest quality at from
$7.00 to #20,00 per ncre in the Spangle or Farmington
countries. There the government land is nearly all
taken up.  Claims, however, ean frequently be bought
at from 2600.00 to 81,200,00, There is also good rail-
rond lnnd for sule, Such are some of the features of
this metropolis of Eastern Washington, as its enthusi-
nstie denizens are fond of ecalling it, and ss there is
mueh reason to suppose that it may sometime become.
Time fuils us to speak of all the multiplied attractions
of the mountaing and lakes in this region, Could you,
artistic friend, stand with me on the glistening dome of
Mica butte, and see the mirror-like surface of Coour
d'Alene lske mooking the azure hues of heaven, then
could you turn westward aud seo the limitless prairie,
son-like in its wavy outlines, wrapped for its nightly
burial in the golden shroud of sunset; or conld you, pis-
eatorial disciple of Walton, or venatorinl emulator of
Nimrod, descend with me to the bosom of the Inke snd
sate your souls and stomachs on the finny hosts therein
or the elk and deer and bear and cougars—if yon are
smbitious —that run or eronch along the banks: or eould
yon, rhenmatie friend, bathe your twisted frame in the
“modern pool of Siloam "—Medical lake, in other words

and leap to your rrjlureunlml feot with the exuberance
of bayhood; and could you all drink the pure water and
inhalo the vitalizing wir and satisfy the almost bound-
less appetites thus created, with the sweet food of the
Inkes and hills, )I'uu would join with me in saying that
this country of the Spokanes is one of the most beauti-
ful, and most prospectively prosperous of any in all our
great Northwest.  The futare development of this re-
allull. industrinlly, socially and muraﬁ y will be one of
in of which it

the most interesting within the great
18 8o important a part It possesses all the natural

requisites to be s land of homes, of t interests,
of the best traits of our busy, m:ammr;:ﬁu‘:n life.




