SPOKANHE FALLS AND SURROUNDINGS.

F ALL the names which diversify our map none
O catches the eye more quickly than Spokane
Falls, and of none we mnay say that examination
more completely fills in the pleasant outlines
sketohed by the free hnnd of fancy. It is n strategic
point in the great Coluwbis busin.  We appronch 1,
tharefore, to study vot only its future, but also that of
the vast region of which it is the natural center.

To strangers to the curiouns and interesting region
commonly spoken of hero as “ East of the mountains,"”
it may be well to give a brief outline description of its
physical foatures. The drainage area of the Columbis
containg two hundred and forty-four thousund nine hun.
dred snd fifty-nine square miles. The most of this is
in the irregular square bounded on its entire westorn
border by the Casende mountaing on the east by the
multiplied and broken spurs of the Rookies, on the
south by the barren steppes of Nevada, and on the north
by corresponding plateaus, with some high mountains,
separating the Columbia from the Fraser, This vast
basin ineludes all of Idaho, two-thirds of Oregon and
Washington, and considerable slices of Montana and
British Colambin. By far the groater part of it is le.
vated over filteen hundred feet above soa lovel, much of
it above that. CGieologieally it is one of the most inter-
esting rogions of the globe. It was once an immenso
lake, drained by the lapse of years by a chasm, cleft by
voleanie nnd aqueons violence throngh the very heart of
the Caseade mountains. The great elevation of most of
it ennsed the rivers to fall with exeeeding swiltnoss, so
that deep eanyons have been formed by the prineipal
gtrenms, while the plains between have been porfectly
gridironed by the smaller tributarios. This in the rea-
gon that most of the Columbin busin is hilly,

The entire region has been burned, seared, melted,
bubbling over with voleanio action, Everywhere wost
of the spurs of the Rocky monutains the sommon rock
i trap and basalt.  Giranite is common enst of Bpokane
Fulls, and marble is found in places west of it.  There,
as is generally known, are sedementary rocks metamor-
phosed by voleanie heat.  The outflows of lava which
thus originally covered the whole Columbia basin, have
slowly disintegrated into soil.  The work has gone on
faster nearer the mountaivs, for there frost and rain
have been more constant ngencies.  This decomposed
basalt is the richest soil known. Century by century
the ever thickening grass has formed a tarf which has
finally become an inexhnustible reservoir of nourishing
materisl.  Thus was the soil or the great basin formed.
In its general external appearance the plain of the Col-
umbin is rolling and destitute of timber, Now in the
vary center of one of the most considerable expansions
of this great plain is Bpokane Falls The region to
which it balongs is known as the Palonse or Bpokane
country, or both, which'it properly is, inasmuch s both
rivers drain it.  The Spokane river is the outlet of Cowur
&' Alene Inke, and receives also sevoral tributaries from
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the praivie conntry wost of that Inke. 1t flows tortnous-
ly and with foaming haste to the Columbin. The Pa-
louse risos in the mountaing south of Cowr d'Alene
Inko and flows into the Suake.

Here in a rogion of country just about enclosed by
the line of the Northern Pacifio railroad on the north
and the Palouse river on the sonth which i deatined Lo
be one of the Anest agricultural seotions of Washington
Territory, and which is natarally tributary to Spokane
Falls, It is, perhaps, sevonty miles square. There is
hardly any wasto in it, excopt that unspeakably dismnl
strip of rocks and swamps bordering the railroad be-
twoon Spokane Falls and Chenoy, and giving to teavel.
ers an unfavorable impression of the country, A few .
miles south of the railrond the fringe of pine barrens
gives way to beautiful undulating plains of surpassing
fortility, unbroken thencoforward to the Sunke river,
and, in faot, bayond to the erosts of the Blue mountains,
Beaidon thin gront body of agricultural land south of
Spokane Falls and direetly tributary to it, there is north-
wost of it the vast Big Bund region, much of which will
nnturally be a part of the domain of the future Spokane
Falls, Northward in the groat Colville vallay, and east.
ward are many smaller villoys of fine agricultural re.
wourcos and still grontor onpavity for stook,

Sueh are the agricultural environs of Spokane Falls.
Nor nre the interests which center there confined at all
to the tillage of the soil and the rearing of stook. The
gold and silver of the Cour d'Alene and Colville moun.
taing flnd hore the most available point for exchange for
the nocessition of life,  And besides these vast prospee.
tive mining interests pre milling intorosts, both lumber
and flouring, which are alroady unequaled by any in the
ontire upper country. The mountaine bordering the
beautiful blue Conr d'Alene and s inlet, the Bt Jo-
soph river, abound in the finest timber, 1t is floated
down the Spokane river, and when it reaches the tre.
mendous water powor of the falls it meets the golden
tido of geain from the prairies to the south, and thero
they nre both worked up.  Thow it appears that Bpokane
Falls is the natural focus of four great lines of parma.
nont notivity: agricultural, grasing, mining and milling.
To those the near future will no doubt soon adil u Bfth,
quite likely o overmatoh any of them in importance.
This is wanufscturing  Evory natural facility ean be
found here for n manafacturing poink  But we have
been considering this * Minneapolis of the West ™ from
o distance, and we to ite possibilities rather than its roal.
ition; wo must therefore enter it and seo what it is.  As
befors indieated, the routs of the Northern Pacifio is an
unfortunate ono in respect to exhibiting the eountry.
The physieal necowsition of the ease tako it from the
Columbin river to the couless—old river bods—aud
whon it hias mounted out of them it soon rans into the
wwamp bolt, extending most of the way from Bprague to
Spokane Falle.  Aside from & small belt of good coun-
try and the beautiful lake near the lown, one soes but
littlo of interest from the railrond.  Bleangors need to be
told of thin fact, lost they get an erroneons impression.




