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Tur Oregon State Fair will commence on the thir-
teenth of September and continue to the eighteenth,
Appearances indiento that in many respects the fair
will be superior to previous ones,

-

Tue eighth annual exhibition of the Portland M:-
chanies” Fuir Associntion will be held in this eity con-
tinning from October seventh to the twenty-third. It is
aguin under the superintendence of Mr. A, 8, Whiting,
who so successfully managed its affairs lnst your,

-

Frox the annual report of Mayor Yosler, of Beattle,
it appears that the nssessed valuation of property in
that cily is ¥5,676,475, while the total indebtedness is
but £10813. Total payments into the treasury during
the year wero 268,832 The city is certainly in splen-
did condition to take ndvantage of the tide of prosper-
ity again sotting in on the Northwest const.

-

Tug artists and prosses of Tug Wesr SBuone are
crowded with work to the utmost eapacity, notwithstand-
ing this is supposed to bo the dull sesson. The quan-
tity of bank nud commereial work of all kinds, eatalogue
illusteations, colored labels, maps, portraits, ete, that
hns been turned out by this establishment sinee the
firut of June is surprising, and the superior excellonce
of the work astonishes everyone not familinr with the fact
that Tur Wesr Snoir has one of the best organized ar.
tiste' corps, and its establishment is one of the most
thoroughly equipped for fine work, to be found in the
United States.
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At Imt Portland is to have the much-lalkod-of re-
duetion works, not through the graciousness of our large
capitalists, but by the entorprise of med of smaller
means.  The Portland Reduetion Works Co. hns been
incorpornted with n oapital stook of $50,000.00, Two
blocks of ground in East Portland have beon purehnsed
and the contract let for the erection of buildings. Ar.
rangomonts have boon made for machinery, which will
conkist of n small test mill and o forty-lon smelter, As
much of this machinery as possible is being procured in
this city. It is expocted that the works will be in full
operation before two months have alapsed.  The metal-
lurgist of the company will bo Mr, H. O, Lang, and
Prof. J. E. Clayton, of SBalt Lake City, well known
thronghout the mining rogions of the Weat, will be con.
wulting engineor and examiner of mines,

Fon some wnoexplainable reason the business men of
Portland take delight in being * worked * with * adver-
tising rackets.” They seem to recover rapidly from
the shock of finding themselves gulled by some travel.
ing sharp, snd are prepared to roceive the next one
with open arms,  They are boginning o fight a little
shy of the man with the expross chart, the hotel album,
the railroad folder, the programme for traveling shows,
nnd the hundred and one wmaller * fnkes," but when »
man comes along like the * manager and propietor " of
Lloyd's map, the  prosident” of the U, 8 Magasine
Publishing Co,, or the chiel bottle-washor of the ** Man-
ufscturing, Commercinl and Business Enterprises of
Portland,” they seom to be unable to do enough for him,
Oficers of our mereantile organizations endorse him
aver their oflicial signatures, without a shadow of mu-
thority for so doing, and onr merchants follow their ex.
ample. To bo wure the chisf bottle-cloaner talks in a
vory high sounding straisi about the great beneflls he
oxpeots to confer upon the eity, but when the froth is
all blown sway, it is seon that he is simply ranning an
ndvertising schomo which can not possibly be of the
most remote advantage to Portlaml,  As a resnlt of his
Inbors wo will have a book of sdvertising puffs, in which
ho who pays the most will receive the most, aud from
which he who pays nothing will be omitted entirely,
This threat of omitting partios in freely mwade for the
purpose of foreing them to contribule to the support of
the work, and only s the lenst weight bsosuse of the
endorsemonts given by the business men alluded to. In
other words, by their ill-considersd recommendation of s
stranger sbout whom they know nothing, and s work
about whose * peculiaritios ™ they are squally ignorant,
they aro permitting him o use their names W extort
mouey from our people. In justice o themselves they
should withdraw their eadorsements and apologize to
this community for ever giving them.




