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THE WEST SHORE.
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shoots of growing plants. These conditions must have
prevailed since the northern half of the continent has
had the shape it now has, Whether once the Rockies
were too low to obstruct the moisture-laden winds which
thas swopt far inlind neross the plaing, whether the
Lanrentian range, the true and ancient backbone of the
continent, then reared its lofty head higher than even
its yonnger upstart brother, the Rocky mountain range,
does now, thus serving to catoh the moisture carried nll
the way from the Pacifie and to condenss it in the form
of great unow masses and glaciers, the real polar ico-cap
of pre-Adumite ages, whether this is true—such s state
of things would furnish a solution of some of our prob-
loms-—mighty glaciers have written their autobiography
in marks and dosp grooves over the rocks of hall our
continent, n record before which the works of Memphisn
kings are ns insignificant as they were when compared
with Milton's Batanic architeots, These glaciers, slid-
ing down lo the sonth and west, would searcely yield to
anything but the poriodieal visits of great Sol himsell.
The drippings furnished o supply of pure ice water for
the Mississippi.  Their grinding action made the soil;
und the streamy of fogs and rains all along its borders
Turniskiod moisture for the conrse and hardy vegetation
of the times,  But what the sun, unaided, conld ot ae-
complish in the lofty rarified air of thoss primitive
ponks, wia nt lnst nccomplished by the subsidencs of the
gront runge itsell,  Back, slowly bsek, throngh sucoess.
ive conturios the glaciors rotrontod, lonving n great shal-
low lnke bstween the rear of their batlled columns and
the nowly elevatoed consts whenee the shortened Mississ-
ippi ok its rise.  Stll further centuries and s further
subsidence drained off even the most of this lnke, n mere
sluggish and tortuous creek serving to mark the doopest
part of the lake ~the present Red river of the North,
The immense uplifting, too, of the Rockies effectunlly
shut off the supply of moisture from the Pucifio, and
thencoforward oame the presont climate of our North-
wost. The old framework of our continent, the very
first to appenr above the archaic waters, has now sunk
w0 low that wo are apt to forget the part it played in the
formation of onr country.
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A1 the now Cirque Nautique, in Paris, there is an
nquatio porformance of a very novel charncter, After
the vonclasion of the ordinary gymnastic and riding en-
tortainment, the carpet is removed from the floor of the
ring, and the Iatter entirely submerged. A circular
pond is thereby produced, and an electric are lamp il.
luminntos the water from below. The swimming per.
formers appear like mermon and mermaids in the trans-
lnoent depths of the sea.  The general installation
throughout the building is a very fine oue, and ineludes
both are and incandescent lamps; the lamps soleil pro-
duving n besntiful effect.
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Farri always implies disbeliof of  losser fact in
favor or a greator.

BIRDS' NESTS IN JAPANESE HOUSES.

Nothing recommends itself more to the .tmveler as A
pationn! trait among the Japanese than their gentleness
and kindness to children and animals.

It i in consequence of this that not only the domes-
ticated, but the so-called wild, animals and birds of this
country are far bolder and easier of approach tl?m: in
other parts of the worll. There is here a species of
swallow, much resembling the chimney swallows of
Europe, which netually frequents the houses, and twit-
ters and cireles about the heads of the people in the dif-
forent apartments, as we have seen fame canaries when
wot free from their eages in the house where they are
kept. Only in this case the swallow is free to come nnd
go through the open window or door, and makes his own
living in the open air. Even in Europe and Ameriea
this heautiful little bird is a favorite. Humphrey Davy
gays of it: “The swallow is one of my favorite birds,
and a rival of the nightingale, for ha cheers my sonse of
sight as much ns the other does my sense of hearing,
He is the glad prophet of the year, the harbinger of the
best senson.  He lives the life of enjoyment among the
loveliest forms of nature. Winter is unknown to him
and he leaves the groen meadows and forests of England
in autumn for the myrtle and orange groves of Italy and
for the palms of Africa. He has always objects of pur-
suit, and Lis success is sure.  Kven the beings selected
for his prey are poetical, beaotiful and transient. The
ophemere are saved by his means from a slow and lin-
gering death in the eyening, snd killed in a moment
when they have known nothing but pleasure, He is a
constant destroyer of insects, the friend of man and a
snered bivd,  His instinet, which gives him his appoint-
od season and tenches him when and where to move, may
be regarded as flowing from a divine souree, and he be-
longs to the omeles of nature, which speak the awfal
and intelligible fints of a present Deity."

Of course this character of symbolic grace and mod-
osty goes far to recommend the bird to so artistio a peo-
ple ns the Japanese, and it is, in consequence, almost
a national emblem, being a favorite subject with their
decorators, and finding a place with the erane and the
lotus ns n religious type. It is, however, in the build-
ing of its nest und rearing of its yonng that the Japan-
ese swallow pays the highest compliment to, and exhib-
it the greatest nmount of confidence in, its protectors;
for, howover incredible it may seem, its habitation is
built, and its little family brought up, in the living rooms
of Japaneso families, and this not only in unfrequented
parts of the country, but, as Prof. Morse assures us, in
the midst of their largest cities. The professor, than
whom no more acute observer of Japanese lifo exists, in
speaking of these nests says that they are not built in
any remote part of the house, but in the principal and
ofienvst visited rooms, where the ismtes hge meﬁ-iw
about the household affairs, He adds that the children
take great delight in watching the nest in process of eon-

stevotion, nml in the : 1
| birds lttenrmf 1 rearing and education of the young




