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MEMORIAL DAY.

the nation’s dead, those who gave up their lives

that * government of the peaple, by the peopla and

for the people might not perish from the earth.”
Under the auspioes of the Grand Army of the Republie
the thirtieth of May is observed ns & memorinl day, ex-
eapt when, as is the case this year, it falls apon Sunday,
whon the following day is obsarved,

This beantiful custom was established by Genoral
John A. Lognn, in 1868, when, na commander-in-ohief of
the (i. A. R. he issued genoral order No. 11, in which
appeared the following parngraph:

“The thirtieth day of May, 1868, is designated for
the purpose of strowing with flowers or otherwise deco-
rating the graves of comrndes who disd in defence of
their conntry during the Inte rebellion, and whose bodies
now lie in almost every city, village and hamlot church-
yard in the land. I this observanee no form of core.
mony is preseribed, hut posts and comrades will in their
own way areange such fitting service and tostimoninls of
respeot as ciroumstances may permit.”

This was followed by an eloquent tribute to the mom.
ory of the dead comrades whom he thus desired to honor,
and with n hope that the observanes thus insugurated
would become a perpetual one. At the national eneamp-
ment held in Washington, May 11, 1870, memorial day
wis formally established as n porpotusl custom,  The
day solected was choson simply beeause it is the time
when nature makes her fairost floral offerings, By legis.
lntive enactment in soveral of the states memorinl dny
has been made a logal holidny, and it shonld also be
madde n nationul holiday by congress, to ba observed by
the nution forever, ns are now the fourth of July and
the day annually appointed by the president for nationnl
thanksgiving.

Momorinl diy was observed in the various cities and
towns of the Northwest on Monday, the thirty-first of
May, and the usunl coremony of decorating graves by
the (. A. I and citivens was porformed.  Tn Portland,
the observance of the dny was genoral. The (1 A, R,
vscorted by the various military companios, paraded the
stroets and then repaired to Lous Fir cemetary, whore
the usual ceremonios were conducted, and details doco-
rated the varions graves there and elsewhere. In the
avening o lurge concourse of poople listoned to an orn-
tion and the rendition of an appropriste programme of
music and reading. Sunday evening the G. A. R at
tended the Congregational ehureh in s body nud listened
to » memorinl nddress by Rev. T. E. Clapp.

The brave are always chivalrous, and the heroes who
wore the blue were the first to forgive those who wore
the gray, to honor them for their valor aud to se
knowledge the full measure of their devotion to the
cnnne Tor which they so bravely but misgnidedly fought
With this spirit they have mmade it a castom o decornts
the graves of the fow confederate dead who lia in North.
ern cometerios, while in the Boutithey formally sesist

IN EVERY state and territory of the union lie buried

in the ceromonios hold by the wearers of the gray in
memory of their fallon comrades, Only a narrow and
unforgiving spirvit can condemn this gracefal and proper
wot, a spirit not embued with troe patriotism, since it
ghonld be the anrneat desire of & loyal heart to comont
together by overy possible means the onee hostile seo.
tions of the union. Such poople are those referved to
by Goneral CGieant as mon “who did not got fairly
warmed up to the war until it was over,” men who began
fighting when words, not bullets, beehme the missiles of
destruotion.  Happily their numbers docreass yearly,
and the spivit of seotionnl hate is dying with thom,

Throughout the Southern statos the oustom of deco.
rating with flowors tho graves of the Iallen brave of both
the foderal nnd confadorste armios, is bocoming yenrly
more gonernl.  The people of the South aee rmpidly
lonrning to look upon the success of the union eanse
nndl the somplote overthrow of slavery and the cocossion
dootrine ns the greatost blossing that could have beon
bostowed upon them,  With the exeoplion of a fow, now
rapidly passing away, whoso disnppointed ambition and
ombittersd foalings have blinded their syos to the bane.
fits their conntry lns reapad From the failure of the
onuso for which the men of the Sonth so bravely fought
and heroieally died, the sentiment of loyalty to the re.
stored nnion lina bocomn as deap-rooted and fervent as
was that more contraoted loyalty whish made them take
up arms for their native slate agninst the governmoent
which alons had made that state possible.  With thia
fooling, while honoring the memory of thoss who with
and for them wore the confederate gray, they wlso
strew flowers on the graves of those who wore the blue,
They lie togother, the blue and the gray, in the bosom of
mother oarth: one common sward eovers them, one com.
mon flag floats over them, nud the people of one eom.
mon and united country gathor o honor thelt memory
and sonl anew the compaot writton in their blood, that
nover ugnin shall the brothers of the union rise up in
wrns against ench other, That the decoration of the
graves of fullon soldiors of both armion tends to soften
tho feelings of hostility, to knit oloser the bowuds of
woion and draw nearar in & fosling of common sympa.
thy and brotharhood the people of the North and South
i% too svident to be denind.  Should ocoasion require it
thit wame spirit of loyalty, conteaoted amd parvertod ns
it then wai, which sent the sons of the South out to fight
for their native statos, will bring them again to the
front, musket in hand, to defend the integrity and honor
of the whols union, where shonlder o shoulder with the
stardy men of the North, thay will stand as a balwark
of defonse against violenos from within or without.  Let
us then, sk the years go by and the veternns fall before
the sicklo of the grest reaper, take up their work, and
in overy city, town and hamlet in the usion gather on
the thirtieth of esch suecesding May for all time to coms,
and place oar floral tributes upon the graves of onr ol
diern. i doing tiks we keop alive thut apirit of martisl
ardor and hotor W e brave which will ba the nation's
rook of walvation in fimes of trouble.




