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the final survey, and will be ready for the contractor by
the first of June. The company has aunonudd its pos-
itive intention to construct a temporary line over the
mountaing, work npon which will ba bagnn as soon s
the track reaches a point to make it practioable, It is
expeoted that by the first of July, 1887, the line will be
completed so as to permit trains to run through to Th-
coms, That the Northern Pucifio is in earnest, and that
next year BEastern and Western Washington will bo
united by a railroad across the Casendes is now us cer-
tain ns anything can be which is not yet accomplished.
Active eonstruction is now in progress on the Spokane
& Palouse railway, a branch of the Northern Pucifie,
ranning south into the Palousa grain region from Mar.
ghall, n station on the main line near Spokane Falls
Another company recently organized is the Spokane &
Columbin, which proposes to constract n line from Spo-
kane Falls, by the way of Colville valley, to the Colum.
bin at Little Dalles, with a branch from some suitable
point to Kettle Falls, a point on the Columbia, from
which steamers may run up the stream to Farwell, con-
necting with the Canadian Pacyio, This road will tap
the rich agricultural and mineral regions north of Spo-
kane, and will furnish s rail and steamer route into
British Colambin, rendering the southern mining dis-
tricts of the provinee more accessible, especinlly the
Kootenay region, when the Kootenay railroad is com-
pleted.  Another fesder of the Northern Pacifioc much
disoussed, and to secure which many business men are
earnestly working, is » branch from the main line at
Ainsworth to Walls Walls, Dayton snd other points in
tliat magnificent wheat country lying along the base of
the Blue mountains, Such a road would supply the
Northern Pacific with two-thirds of its loeal traflic neross
the mountains when the Cascadew branch in completed.
With this branch and a line of steamors on Snake river
to connect at Ainsworth, the rond would be on almost
an equal footing with the O. R. & N. Co, in a region
which hns given the lntter this season seven million
bushels of wheat to earry to the seaboard, and which
will be able to consume great quantities of Puget sound
conl and lamber. 1t wonld seem us though without this
foeder the Cascades branoh would be practically useloss
as & bond of union botween the two great sections of the
territory,

In Oregon there are n number of railroad projects,
some of which seem to promise great things for this re.
gion. The Oregon Pacific, which last year completed n
Jine from Corvallis to Yaquina bay, and thus furnished
a portion of the Willamotte valley with & new route for
wheat and other products to San Francisco, as woll as
for the importation of goods from that city, has surveyed
an extension to Albany and prepared plans for bridging
the Willamette at that city. Its officers declare a posi-
tive purpose of constructing the road through the Ons.
condes, passing throngh Crook, Grant aud Baker coun.
ties to Boisé City, where it will connect with some new
line from the East.  Surveying parties are now st work
in Eustern Orogon. 1T this rosd represcuts one of the
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great trunk lines, it is ns yot unknown which one it be.
longs to, although both the Union Pacifio snd Chiosgo
and Northwestorn are oredited with it.  That the Unioy
Pueific ahonld dewire an independent rounts to tidewnta:
in natural, and it is vot impossible that it will extend its
line from Huntington on the route hoing surveyed by
the Oregon Pucifiec. The Chiengo & Northwostorn has
progreased as far westward ns Fort Fetterman, Wyom.
ing, and its intention o push on to the Pacifie is well
known. Its roate has boen indicated to oross Soake
river at Eagle Rook, and continning westward to thy
north of the Oregon Short Line, pass through the Los|
rivar and Wood river rogions to Camas prairie nnd thenes
on to the const.  This would bring it very near the line
of the Oregon Pacifie we indicated above  Citizons of
Douglus sud Coow connties incorporated in March, st
the Oregon Contral R, R Co, for the purposs of build-
ing a road from Coos bay, vin Roseburg, aoross Eastern
Oregon to n connsction with the Oragon Bhort Line,
with n view of making Coos bay the Pacifio terminus
of the Union Pacifie. A rond from Roseburg to Coos
bay hia beon projeated for several yesrs, n company has
boon organized and preliminary surveys made, but the
route eastward from Roseburg has yet to be selected.
From Roseburg to the coast the proposed road would
pass through the finest fir and codar forests aud oonl
moasures known in Oregon. [t would give an outlet for
Southern Oregon to & good harbor. Thix road will
probably be constructad before many years without ref.
erence to the proposed line noross the Casendis, which
seoms to bo dependent upon the selection of Coos bay
by the Union Paeifie for its western torminus, although
the company will endeavor to seanre capital for its con.
straetion ns an independent liue.  Another company hias
boeen organized at Engene City o seoure the construe.
tion of a similar line from the Oregon Short Line, lo
cross the Cascndes by the Mackengie pams, & very poss.
ible route in case the Union Pacifie should deeide to
oross the mountaing and senk n westorn terminos in this
city, or it might be such u route s the Northwestern
wonld cousider desirable in orossing Oregon.

Progroas is being made on the route from San Fran.
eisco to Portland. The Bouthern Pacifie is pushing
construetion on the California & Oregon, with the inten.
tion of reaching Strawberry valley, at the base of Mount
Bhnsta, bafore winter sets in, This will leave a gap of
n hundred milos between that point and Ashinnd, the
sousthern terminus of the O, & O, Negotistions for the
transler of the latter road to the former are in progress,
and would have been conoluded ere this bub for legal
complieations, When this s sccomplished, work will
probably be resumed on the tannel through the Siski.
you mountains, possibly on n new snd shorter tunnel
some distance from the old one, sud a fiual eonnection
of the two roads mnde in about two years. Thore are
other projects, which are not now being pushed.  The
road up Green river from Seattls will probably be com-
pletad to a conuection with the Cusondes branch as soon
a8 the latter crosses the wountais, thus placing Seattle




