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NEW RAILROADS IN THE NORTHW EST.

gion, not even during the boom years of 1882

and 1855, have thore been wo many railrosd pro-

jocts on foot as st the present time, and many of
them preseit greater assurances of being constrocted
than did the majority of similar enterprises at that time.
Then everything wis spoculstive; now milroad projects
are based lnrgoly on the present needs of the country.
Thon companies were organized to bolster ap the sale
of town lots; now for the purpose of eonstructing mueli-
nooded linos if capital ean be secured. A summary of
thess projoects, with a statement of routes and condition
of work, will be interesting to those who desire to keep
informed on the development of the Northwest.
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Northern Moutans hns been enlling for s railroad for
several yours, s the Northern Pacific has promised n
line to Fort Benton, either from Heloun, Livingston or
Billings.  Last year 8ir A, T. Gult orgunized 0 company
anel surveyod w ronte from the Canndinn Pacifie south-
ward to Bonton, nnd mude preparations for its construe-
tion as soon ws - chartor was granted by the Canadinn
purlinment. It was thooght this invasion of its territory
would sompell the Northern Pacifio to construet its Ben.
ton branch st once; but it now travspires that Mr. Galt
18 unable to obtain & chartor, sines for a torm of yoars the
Canndinn Pacifio has been granted s monopoly of the
torritory south of ita line, and refuses its nssent.  This
holds the Gault schome in abeyawee indefinitely.  Another
railrond looking to Northern Montana is the Minuneapo-
lin & Manitoba, of whioh J. J. Hill is president.  This
rond hinw o branch as far wost as Dovil's lake, in Nortl.
ern Dakota, snd proposes an extension by way of Fort
Banton to Helonn.  In pursunnce of this intention Mr,
Hill united with others two yeurs ago and luid out the
town of Groent Falls, on the Missoari, ot one of the falls
of that groat stream.  The first step in this schome was
takon early this spring, by the organization of the Mon.
tann Coutral, in Holena, and the surveying of rontes
from that eity to Girent Falls and also to Rimini.  Con.
tracts have boon let, and these lines are now under
notive construction.  Reduction works, flour mills and
other industrios that ean utilize the enormous water
power of the falls and the excellent eonl of the ndjnoent
Band Conloe mines are contemplated foataros of the new
munufacturing town.  Work lins also been commenced
on the Devil's Inke branch, which will this season be ox.
tonded wost to Tartle mountains, snd no doubt will be
oontinued wostward o Be ton and Great Falls  This
notivity on the part of the Manitoba road bas hrought
out the Northern Pacific, which iv now surveying u line
from Helens to Banton, aud announces the intention to
build & branch line to Rimini. On the north side of
the Mimsouri, aud seven miles below Great Falls City,
another town of the sawe namo has boen Iaid out,
through which the Northern Pacifie line to Benton will
poss Thus the rival aystems will each possess s town
ot the falls of the Missouri, which supply the greatest
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amount of practicable water power to be found on any
strenm in the United States. These lines will render
Helenn one of the most important railroad centers west
of St. Paul and Omahn, and will givo Fort Benton the
transportation {aoilities she has loug weeded. The
Northern Pacific has other projects in Montana, one of
which is u branch from Draommond to Phillipsburg, to
tap the eelebrated mines of Granite wountain, and an-
other a line from Missoula to run up the Bitter Root
valley. Theso lines are practically determined upon
and will no doubt be constructed as soon as the company
soow its way clear to do ko, The Montann Western B,
R. Co. was recently organized at Missoula for the pur-
pose of building a line from Drummond to Phillipsburg,
with an eventusl extension to the Utah & Northern, near
Butte City, A preliminary survey is now in progress
This may be simply the initial step of the Northern Pu-
cific braoch just alluded to.

The Utah & Northern is eredited with a decided pur-
pose of pushing a branch into the National Park, nmd
the question of a branch from some point in Beaver-
head county to Helenn has been much discussed. All
this practically requires that the rond be converted to a
standurd gauge, so that the Union Pacifie, to which it
belongs, can use it advantageously in conneotion with
its other lines.  The rond has acenmulated enongh stan-
dard gnuge ties st Esgle Rock, Idsho, to construct one
hundrod miles of track, and it is the general belief that
they are to be used in changlng the line from Pocatello
to Garrison from narrow gauge to standard.  Two rontes
and two compnnies are in the field to reach the rich
Ulirke's Fork mines from points on the Northern Pa-
cific.  The Cinnibar & Clarke's Fork company has been
trying for morn than a year to secure the right of way
through the National Park for a line ranning from Liv-
ingston to Cooke City, the principal mining camp, but
has not yot suceseded. A fow months ago the Billings,
Clarke's Fork & Cooke City R. R. Co. was organized, and
wroute is being surveyed from Billings to tap those
mines from the other side of the mountaine. One of
theso rival lines will probably be built, and will be sn
important foeder to the Northern Pacific.  Another
project is that of the Montaua & Idsho company, re-
contly organized. It proposes to build wp the Bitter
Root valley, from Missouls, sending one branch to Sal-
mon City, ldaho, one to a connection with the Utah &
Northern, in Beaverhead county, and a third up the Lo
Lo Fork to a connection with the O, R. & N. Co., when
the latter shall have extended its Moscow branch
through Lewiston and up the Clearwater to Camas prai-
rie. Sows of the most wealthy and enterprising citizens
of Montaua are incorporators of this company.

In Washington Territory the Northern Pacific is
making the fur fly. Work is progressing rapidly at
both ends of the great Cascades tunnel. The line from
Pasco hns boen completed to Ellensburg, and the con-
tract for the remmining seventy-five miles from that
point to the mouth of the tunnel will be let on the fif-
teenth of May. Five engineering partios are st work on
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