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THE SNAKE RIVER PLACERS.

an entertaining legend of the origin of the lava

beds of Bnake river.  In connection with thnt the

opinion of a practical miner upon the source of
the fiue placer gold found along that stream for n dis-
tance of five hundred miles, will be specinlly interesting.
Mr. James Gunn recontly contributed the following to
the columus of the Wowd River Times

An thore is nn onnsual interest manifestod at the
prowent time in the Suake river placers, mid as thero ap.
poars to bo n wide diversity of opinion s to the soures
of this goll, some maintaining that it eomes from the
ndjoining luva bods, 1 thought it would not be uuinter-
oubing to many of your resdors t give my Own Yiews on
this deeply interesting subjoct.  As the Sunke river
plaoers wre, and will sontinue o be for mnny future
yoars, a soures of revenne to the people of Idaho Terri.
tory, snything that will lead to an intelligent discussion,
and from that to an intelligent understandin ., of the
profdem, ean not fail to be of more or lows value to o
great many of onr people.

During the spring and summer of 1885 | prospacted
the hendwaters of Suake river, lonving Engle Rook early
in Muy, and not retarning until the fall snow-strms
drove me out At that time T was u beliover in the
theory entertained by n groat many people—that this
gold eame from quartz lodges situnted far up in the
motntaing, near the fountain-head of the river, | Prow-
pocted the gravel bars for hundeods of miles, s mado
numerous inoursions into neighboring mountaing. So
far as I am ooncerned 1 have dofinitaly sottled the Suuke
rivar gold problem. 1t may be possible that no otler
permon now views the subject in the same light, but 1
i watisfied that in time my position will be gonorally
nooeplad ns correot.

Twenty miles above Eagle Rook, Snake river branel.
on into two lnrge ohannels, one known s the North
Fork (sometimes eallud Henry's Fork), and the other
known as the South Fork. 1 followed the Iaiter fork
above Juckson's lake, and found placer ground st inter-
vals along its bauks and on many of its tributaries, until
L roachad the upper extromity of the lnke, and then lost
tmoe of the Suake river flue gold I went from the
Bouth Fork northward, crossing the Teton mountains
nt Trail orook pass, nnd descending the North Fork to
my initial point, vie: Eagle Rook. On the latier stronm
I found no gold, from which it is quite evident that the
gold has its origin on the Bouth Fork or its tributaries.
The principal branchos on which colors wore found wers
the Gros Ventre, Buffalo Fork, Ocenn crook, and n small
stroam above Ocoan creek, the name of which 1 was un-
ablo to find out.

The formation of the eountry is voleanio from Eagle
Rock to Coonnrd valley, u distance of shout forty wmiles,
and then the country rock is lime, granite, porphyry and
sandstone, lime prodominating, except in the Tetons,
which are granite.  From Coonand valley up all trace of
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voleanic action is lost sight of, though the placers con-
tinue, as before stated, to the upper end of Jackson's
luke. 1 submit that this effectuslly disposes of the the-
ory that the gold emnnntes from the lavs, for the pros-
peotor can travel over one hundred miles above where
the lnva conses to exist aud the gold will still continue;
while when yon eross the Tetons and strike the North
Fork, which is still bounded by lave, and continues to
b well up to its source, there is not to be found n soli-
tary color.

If wo next turn to the theory that it is the product of
quartz wo are beset by difficulties, for all prospecting
that hns been done in that quarter, and it is not a little,
his failed to discover n single paying mine. 8o we are
of necessity driven to other expedients to sccount for
the presonce of nuriferous gravel seatterad over such a
vist extent of country, It requires no savant to tell
thnt the conntry now drained by the upper tributaries of
the SBuake, and bounded on the north by the Tetons, and
on the south by the Wind river mountains, was at one
time the bad of an inland sea.  Nabure has left its work
wi plainly stamped npon the surrounding country as
thongh the records of the past were handed down to us
in plainly-written chnraotors.  Water-worn gravel covers
the summits of the highest mountains, lines their sides
nnd chokes up the galohes, while the remains of shell-
fish can bo found in the onteropping sandstone, With-
out auy very great strotch of the imagination, one ean
picture to himself the time when the lofty peaks of the
Totons and the Wind river range were but islunds
standing sentinel o'er the wide expanse of waters,
Toward the center of this region there is o runge of
gravel mountains, in altitade sbout as high as the hills
that line Wood river. This range is composed entirely
of gravel of varying sizes, such a8 one can find in the
beds or on the banks of apy of our streams, by some
process of nuture cemented togothor with a dark gray
sand. The Gros Ventre and Buffale Fork, together
with all their tributaries, eut through these mountains,
i many places channeling out almost perpendionlar
canyons, and us the winter snow and sammer rain de-
soond upon them, little by little they are worn down, the
wash finding its way into the small stronms, then into
the larger ones, finally into the Suake, and in the conrse
of the ages deposited on its banks for hundreds of miles
to the south and west. Colors ean be easily found in
this wash and high up on the hillsides. I found fine
gold five hundrsd foet sbove the valley on the mountain
slopes.  To my mind it is olear that here we have the
source of the SBuake river fine gold. 1t you follow the
river above this gravel range gold can not be found. It
can not be found on the North Fork. From where the
wash of this region enters the Snake gold commences,
and continues on down,

The country around these gravel mountains ig full
of intorest to the intelligent prospector. It is possible
thut at no distant day important discoveries mny be
tmade in this vicinity. That is where we should look for
the souroe of the Suake river placers—not in the lava




