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THE WEST SHORE,

ATHABABOA AND TRIBUTARIES,

FIVHE country immedintely to the north and north-
want of Edmonton is slmost unknown, save along
the faw truils extending from hers townrd the
monntainn.  Those large rivars, laking Weir rise

in the foothills and first range of mountaing, are the
most southerly branches of the great Mackenzie River,
Imaving Edmonton for Jasper Honse, the first river of
this system pnased is the Pembinn, n stream nbout eight
chains wide, earrying n large volome of water in the
spring and riny soason, but not subjoot to rushes of
high water from the mountains, as it does not hond far
onough in the mountains to feel the effeots of the melt-
ing snow and glaciors. The banks nre high and tim-
bared with a fair growth of poplar, balm of Giload, and
in wome plaoes, of spruce.  The river winds its tortuons
course in a general northeastorn diroction.  Coal in
quantitios ia found on its banks, and somo seams are
known to have bean burning for years. The watershed
which divides the wnters flowing to the north from those
which flow to the Saukatehiawnn ix, in somo placos, very
narrow, the Indinns say only a day's teavel; in other
words about fifteen or twenty miles.  Large quantitios
of timbar are to be found in the valleys at the head of
this stream.

The Molsod River is the noxt strenm of importance
boyond the Pembina It also flows between high lands
clothed with poplar and some spraos, and is vory wind-
ingin itw course.  Tts hoads woll intos the first range,
nnd in subjoct to sadden and great floods daring the hot
wonther of the sammer, bt dwindles to n smull body of
water in the fall, with n wide steotol; of gravelly bonch
on oither side.  In high water this strenm will have a
width of about wix ohaine. Its current is very apid,
rendering it totally unfit for steambont navigation, In
the lowor forty miles of the river is a snocession of fulls
nod busins, They are about u mile npart, over archy
rapids from two to three foet in hoight.  In the autamn
the basing are vory deep, with no percoptible current,
whilo on the mpids there is handly enongh water o
flost » oanoe.  In the wammer, with » high stage of
water, the rapids are hid, and the steady fall of two or
thren foot to the mile gives & ourrent of tremendons vo-
locity,  Gold in quantitios suffeiont to pay for working,
if noooss could be had with provisions, is to be found,
and will in time be worked, no doubt. The country
nlong the river has, at one time, boan very heavily tim.
bered, but fires have i
farther south, and any timber whioh still oxists will b
found to be sarrounded by & network of muskegs and
croaks Coal in alwo 1o bo foand, butis not likely to be.
come of any economio value for wome generntions,
Sandstone is the only rook ween in this place, while the

drift is of the kind usually found in the bars of some of
our western rivars,

Columbia rivers, respectively, and flows east to the june.
tion of the McLeod. The Jasper Pass, through which
the Government route of the Canadian Pacific Railroad
was located, is the head of the river. The Indians of
the Jasper country are descendents of the Troqueis ot
Quebee, nnd still speak that language, as well s Oree,
which they have learned from their neighbors. Leather
from the east side of the mountains, years ago was taken
by boat to Jasper, thien transferred by horses to the boat
encampment on the Columbin River, and taken thenes
to the const for sale to the Indians of British Columbia,
The banks of the Athabnsea are high and are covered
with brule and second-growth poplar, spruce and piteh
pine, the result of the ravages of fire willfully or cnre.
lossly set ont years ago, when no value was set on the
primeval forests, Conl is to be seen, but not in suck
quantities as on the Pembina or Seskatchewan. Gold
oati also be found from the head of the river to the
Lianding, but whether in paying quantities remains to
be demonstrated.

The river is about twelve chains wide at the mouth
of the MeLeod, with a strong current, and conld, nn-
doubtedly, bo navigated by steamer as far as the Ghost
Rapids, somo distance above that point. The awful cur-
rent Insts to Old Fort Assiniboine, where the river takes
o bond to the north, and becomes wider, with more bars,
Nothing now remains to mark the site of Fort Asgini-
boine, save the heaps caussd by the fallen chimneys
and half-filled collars. It was situsted on a prairie of
about two hundred neres, on the north side of the river,
nnd wbout forty feot above it. It was the connecting
link between Edmonton and Lesser Slave Lake, and a
pek trail extonding to the north-and a cart trail to the
south.  The goods were forwarded by water via the
Athabasen and Little Slave River and Lake, to the Hud-
son's Bay Post, on the west end of the lake. The Up-
por Athabasca has very little flat land along it, the high
banks, in many places, rising straight from the river,
A number of fine streams come in from the north, some
of them rising in close proximity to the Smoky River;
notably the Baptiste, Big Hawk, Burnt, Halfbreed and
Little Slave rivers. Thes are from two to five chains
wide and drain Inrgo extent of country. They are
high in the spring, but as they do not rise in the mona-
tains they add little to the volume of water that pours
down the Athabasea during J July and Angust
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