THE WEST SHORE.

Thorn and the Seoteh partners, the Tonguin resched the
Columbia on the twenty-second of March, 1811 amil
after much diffienlty and the loss of part of the crow,
crossed in nnd eame to nnchor, A fort was erected on
the south side of the stroam, and was enlled © Astorin,”
in honor of the founder of the enterprise,  This was the
first settlement of any kind on the Columbin® River,
and with the exception of Fort Henry, on Sunke River,
and Fraser's post, on Fraser Lake, the first west of the
summit of the Roecky Mountains, except by Spaniards
in California aftd Russinns in Alngks,

While the fort was being erected, Thorn and McKay,
the ouly partner who had possessed the good sense to
refrain “rom wrangling with the irnscible captain, sailed
up tho coast on a trading voynge. A fow diys luter the
vesael wis destroyed and all the erew murderad, by the
natives on the west const of Vanconver Taland. The
only survivor was the Tndinn interpreter, who eseajied
to tell the sad fite of the Tonquin's crow 1o their com.
punions nt Astorin,  On the fifteenth of Junw, the peo-
ple of Astorin wers surprised to see n canoo with nine
white men in it, descending the river.  They proved to
o o party sent out by the Northwest Company, honded
by Duvid Thompson. He had been dispatehed ovor-
land from Montreal the year before, for the purpose of
reaching and occupying the mouth of the Columbin in
ndvance of the Astor party, but hd been so mueh de-
lnyed by dificnlties and desortion, that he arrived too
lite to accomplish his purpose,  The Northwest Com.
pany held n warm place in the honrt of MeDougal, who
wis in charge at Astoria, and though Thompson ws, ot
best, o spy upon his hosts, MeDongal ontertained him
hospitably, and gave him & bountiful supply of provis.
ions and other necessary supplies for his return jour-
uey.

A party of sixty crossed the continent on foot, hewl.
ol by Wilson Price Hunt, the managing partner, nnd
nfter slmost inoredible hurdships, reached Astorin in
straggling parties early in the spring of 1812 On the
pinth of the following May the ship Beaver arrived
with reinforeements and supplies, and the Pacifie Fur
Company was now in a condition to enter upon u vigor-
ons prosocution of its business.  Hunt took the Beaver
on a coasting voynge similar o that npon which the ill-
futod Tonquin hnd boen engaged.  Other parties pene.
trated many miles inland, and founded posts on the Cal-
umbin, near the mouth of the Okinngon, on the Spo-
kane, and among the Nez Perces.  The various parties
roturned to Astoria in the spring of 1813, having been,
for the most part, very successful, and having woll.ostah.
lishedl themselves among the Indinns.  They then learn-
ol that war was raging between Great Britain and the
United Statos, and were grooted by the unweleome
sight of a small party of Northwest Company men, un-

der . (G MeTavigh.  The war interferad with e srne
vid of expeeted supplios, and after much consultation
the partners decided o abandon the country the next
your and return overland, provided more enconrmging
news bo not received by that time. Thoy sold  Fort
Spokane to MeTavigh for $800, and ho took posses.
sion of it in the neme of the Northwest Cowmpany,
In October he returnd to Astorin with a party of sov.
euty men, and informed the partoors that he was wait-
ing for the arrival of & vessel of war that had been sont
to capture Astorin.  With this threat, snd s promise of
o partnership in the Northwest Company for MoDon.
gal, who was in olinege duriug the alwones of Mr
Hunt, ho purchnsed thoe entire stook of fors and sup-
plies, worth fully £100,000,00, for #0000.00, Two
months Inter the Raceoon arrived, and Astorin was for-
wally survenderod to her commnnder, who raissd the
British ensign in the place of the Stars and Stripes,
and reohristoned the plwe “Fort Goorge” A few
weeks Intor M. Huont rotarnod, and wis filled with in.
dignation to lonrn thnt the interests of Mr, Astor snd
Liis loynl associntes hind beon solil out by the treachor.
ons MoDougnl, whe was enjoying the feaits of his du-
plicity as residont partner of the Northiwest Company,
in charge of Fort Goorge.  He sailed away ngain in dis
gust,  The other partners, with eighty five of the em.
ployés, roturnod to the States, overland, while the re
mainder of the men continued in the employ of the
Northwest Company, whose sorvants the majority of
them hnil boen previows to their ongagemont by Mr,
Astor, When the war ended, sfter mueh nogotintion
botwaen the twa governmonts, Fort George wis formal.
1y surrenderad to the Unitod States, but itatill resmnined
in tho notunl possession of the sgonts of the Northwost
Sampuny, subijocts of Groat Britain,  Mr. Astor never
reovivei]l any compensation from the Governmant for
liis loswest in thin enterprise, nor any sneourngement to
aggain attempt the role of plonesr of Amorican intorests
on the Pacitie Const.

Upan weenring possesaion of Antoria from the troach-
orons MeDougnl, the Northwest Company hd undisput.
o posseasion of the Columbin, though it was sngngl
in nostenggle with the old Hudson's Bay Comphny for
supremncy in the region east of the BRocky Mountain
These two companies had grown 1o Iarge to be tolerant
of snel other, snd one mast go o the wall.  When the
Northwest Company was first organized, the old com-
pany, enjoying charter priviloges nnd supreme monopo-
ly of n ynat region, soonted the idea that s Tow indepen.
dent traders conld o combing as o become dangorous
rivals; but in a few yours the aspect of affaire win
changed.  The now company began operations upon a
sew and thorough systom, which soon rendered it s
tewt powerful orgnnigation,  In the helght of its power
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it gave employment to two thousand vogageurs, il i
ngents penetrated the willlornesa in sl dirsctions in
wenreh of fure.  Being interested partuors, these agenta
worked diligently for the company's interesta. It os.
tablished  goteral baso of operations on the northern




