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The extension of rilrosds, the gradual r--dlt.a'linu in cosl
of transportation, and the increasing facilitics for |Hll:'1-
Ying dressnd monats, all tand to incrense the domand.  Ev-
erything being considared, it would seem that ten yonrs
henoo the beof market will not be so badly glutted as to
tako all the profits out of the stock business.

Tuz analisntment of distance is better illustrated l_iy
the many mining excitements the Pocific Const hns wit-
nessedd than by sny other event in the hisfory of the Na-
tion. The disposition to bolieve that the mines the most
distant and most difficult to reach are the richest, seams
to bo universal.  This season Alaskn will oceupy a large
ahare of publie attention, simply becanse its distance and
the faet thud so littl in known sbont it, combine to ehinrm
the imagination apd excite the cradulity of those who
soom 1o bo unwilling to learn a lesson from history, On
another page will be fonnd s statement of the mineral ro.
wonroos of Aluska, nud the nature of the country in which
they exist. If, upan reading that, any one shall decide
o pass by the numerons mining districts of the Const,
which are convenient of néooss and ensy to get nwny from,
aud whose richness is not o matter of doubt, and geek the
gold fields of Alnska, ho will st least bo able to start with
somé idies of the probable chances for success and the na-
ture of the obstacles to be oncountered.  Alnskn may,
aventually, prove to be the groatest gold-producing re-
gion yot discoverad, and, in faet, it now possosses the
richest quartz mine in the world; bat summer is not
mndo by n wingle swallow, Tt is kuown positively that
placer gold is diffused ovor & vast rogion, but its concon.
tration in good paying quantities in any partionlar spot
has not yet boen aseortained, and until that is done none
but exporienced prospectors, woll aware of the spocial
harduhips they will be eallod upon to endure, and the un.
usually ruggod nature of the sountey, should venbure into
that region.  When it is known bayond a doubt that rich
and extonsive placers have been found, it will bo time
onough for less experienced men to court the fickle jude
in that far rogion, where failure means more than it ever
did in any mining eamp on the Pacific Coust.

Souk of the decisions made by Land Commissioner
Bparks have raised considerable commotion in the Waest,
not alone among " land sharks” and *timbor thieves,"
but among honest sottlors and innocent purchasers ng
woll.  The most recent ote of noto is to the offect that
the Northorn Pacifie has no land grant botweon Portland
and Poget Sound  The original act of 18564 provided
for & main line seross the Caseados to Puget Sound, and
ufu?lhu down the Columbia to P rtland, a lnnd grant pro-
vision scoompanying it.  The st of 1569 suthorized the
m_:mtmrtiun t." 8 rosd from Portland to Puget Sound, but
did not contain & land graut olause, and lowmissioner
Bparks holds that noue was implied, and that the former
m‘ M. l‘f" bo extendod so s 1o sttach to the Iattor
linen  This is, of course, » legal quostion, and if the de.
Ml‘ tlw L'unminilmui- be llllllintd |.’. &'{‘ﬂ‘lﬂ

Lawar, will havo 10 bo passed upon by the Bupreme
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Court of the United States. In that event, even should
the final decision be favorable to the company and to the
holders of land ulung_ this line under pumhnsa from the
Norlliorn Pacifie, tha delay and uncertainty of titles must
have o most harmful effect upon Tacoma and other towns
located partislly upon railroad land. Few people will in-
yout in land with such a cloud upon the title. Should
the final decision be averse to the company and the get-
tlers upon the lands, Congress will probably pass an act
relieving innocent purchasers, as much as possible, from
the effects of the decision, either by confirming their titles
or by allowing them an opportunity to purchase again
from the Government at a nominal price. Such & mens-
ure wonld be but simple justice to bona fide purchasers
from the company. In any event it is a serious compli-
cation, and teaffic in town lots in towns effected by it will
be at n low ebb until the question is finally determined.

Povirics foree party men into many inconsistent and
undignified positions, but in spite of this they seem to
worship the party idol with all the blind devotion of the
typical heathen who roged and imagined a vain thing,
An illnstration of this is the captions opposition to the
ndmission of several Territories, now being made in Uon.
gress by men representing States which, at the time of
their sdmission, were much less qualified for Btatehood
than these new applioants. They then possessed far lesy
population, wealth and prospects of rapid and permanent
growth, and, indeed, even now, are threatened with being
soon surpassed by these Territories their representatives
uffect to look down upon

The leading Republic of the world, the boasted cham.
pion and personification of equal rights and popular gov.
ernment, presents to mankind an elevating example when
it makes the admission of a fully qualified Territory de-
pendent upon its possible political sction. These men
seem to forget that States are neither Ethiopians nor
leopards, whose political skins and spots are unchange-
able, and that Washington, Dakota and Montana will be
powerful members of the Union when the Republican
und Democratio parties are but a memory. It is of far
more importance to the people of the United Stutds how
theso aspirants for Statehood stand on the questions of
silver coinage, tariff, honest government and the protec-
tion of the individual from the oppression of manopolies,
than their possible temporary attitde toward the two pos
litical parties now fighting each other for the spoils of
office.  Yet, since such is the condition of affairs, it is to
b Iu;l:-d tlhnl. the p?]itieal scales may be Oowmly bal
snewd by the skillfn manipulators at Washington
as to gi’va these Temm t;: recognition they jm
claim. Dakota is Republican, Montana is Demnunﬁ;
and Washington may be said to be doubtful, since
elected a Republiean Legislature and & io Dele:
gate to Congress. A compromise may be effected by
shich all throe muay bo admitted, giving esch party o0
State and a chunes to capture the one, until

time, happily not far distant, when live questions, DO
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kept under by the fast-failing strength of party
¥ | shall rise to the surface and ehange the political charsé-
ter of them all, . e "?ﬂ
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