miners, are pushing their work with all the speed possi-
ble. They have some five or six months' supply of pro-
visions, and a diteh and sluice box in working order.
T:“.} I'x"])’th !:n‘.’ing fnl[l'ln mt rynH ﬂl1r\|‘::]! in twn |‘_lu_'n i
my all the expenses so far incwrred. The citizens of
Toledo have subscribed work and cash for the opening
up and shortening of the road to the mining camp. Gold
certainly exists in our foothills, and the men now ont
think they are on the right track.”

Of the wheat erop of 1884 raised in the rogion trib-
utary to Lewiston, Idaho, 185,000 bushels were shipped
from that place by the Snake River boats, Alrendy
2,000 tons of the erop of 1885 have been shipped, 3,000
ure in store awaiting transportation, and s mueh moro is
still in the granaries of the farmers. This is n gain of
100 per cent.  As soon as Lewiston has o railroad line
through the Clearwater country and Chmas Praivie it
will become one of the lnrgest grain shipping points in
the interior. It will not be long before the thousands of
idle agres of the Nea Percé Reservation will be thrown
open to settlement and annually produce un enormous
crop for export.

Yamhill County, it seems, has dotermined not to be
ontdone by her sister communities of Oregon in present-
ing her claims to the intending emigrant. We aro in-
formed from trustworthy sources that Mr, J, F. Cacho,
compiler of the history of Yamhill and Washington eoun-
tivs, is now motivel unF o in collecting data for o
pumphlet on Old Yam |?ﬁ'a resourees. This in n fine
solieme on the part of Mr, Cache, and we axtend him our
henrtiost wishes that he may do justics to Yamhill amd
its presont inhubitants, He proposes issuing nn edition
of 20,000, a number insufficient at that, to meot the de-
mands of wonld-be locators in onr midst.

The books of the Territorinl Controller show that
Idiho has taxable proporty nssessed at $15,975,600, shonl
squully divided between real and personal property, and
owned by 9,168 taxpayers, The total bonded and foating
indebtedness of the fifteen counties is $921,780, the cash
in county treasuries £100,546, and the value of county
roperty $526,612, leaving a net indobtedness of #404,727.
I'he henviest debts are those of Ada, Alturns, Binglinm
and Oneidn counties, Nez Poreé shows the smallest
ratio of debt to value of property, being respectively
20208 and $1,712,702, 'ﬂlm highest ratio is that of
Alturas, being $207,800 and $3,515,805.

Another placer mining strike has been mado in Mon.
tana, in the ']’.lig Hole conntry, in the southwestern por-
tion of the Territory. Raeports of work done ]'{V Pros-
pectors sound like those of early mining times. The now
mines are located in Monnment Distriot, so named be-
cause of the granite shaft erected there to the memory of
those who fell in the bloody battle of the Big Hole. The
diggings are on the north fork of Bi;]; Holo River aud
not far from the battle ground. If they prove half na
rich and extensive as predicted the farmers of Bitter
Root Valley will find a good market for their produce in
the mining eamps that will spring up. r

The rareness of gennine mica which will split into
Inrge, thin, transparent sheets rendors that mineral ex-
tremely valuable, ranging from $14 to #22 per pound
e only real mica mine on the Coast now being wor kedd
is  fow miles from Lewiston, Idaho. Recontly one was
discovered in the Coeur d'Alene region which has boen
uamed the “Mica Wonder.” The mineral is said to be
from seven to ten foot thiok between well-defined walls of
granite and shale, the slanting veins being separated by
thin layers of soft spar. The owners have refused an
offer Wlﬂ\'ﬂlﬂlﬂl Sovarsl
other made,
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Experimental shipmonts of Montana W8
been made to St I‘mh with satisfactor m‘:}hﬁkmt¢|';:‘;:
said that a ready market can be fuum(fur i groal quan-
fity of them. Tho tubers rafsed in the dry, rioh soil of
Montana are superior to the product of the Misissi ppi
Valley and onght to command s higher price in the
Enstorn market.  Montann barley is nlso vory suporior,
nd is in domand smong Eastern browers,  Potatoos and
borley are the two most porfect orops of the Torritory,
mnd if & market can b orentod for tllu-m in the East the
furmers will bo encourngod to raise more extensive aropi.

A new mining eamp ealled “Gold Hill” has sprong
up ton wiles weat of Colville, W, T, since the discover
thore lnst summor of ledges of gold-boaring quarts. ,1
ton-stamp mill has boon purolinsed in San #ﬂumimn anil
sot nLn on the hill for the working of ore from the Lady
Franklin, Aostealinn, Goldon Bagle, Hall Columbia nnd
Bunker Hill claims,  Some of the lodges show quarts
voing from one to thres foet wide on the sarface, and
much is expocted from their development. 11 thay prove
to bo onsy working ores at o tlo[llil. of soveral hundred
foot Gald Hill will soon become s noted oanig,

Tho Messenger, Challis, Idaho, says: *The Clayton
stneltor closed down for the winter on the 25th of Novem-
bor, after the most succesalul summer's run it has ovor
macle, leaving evorything in the best possible condition
the ore house smply, the conl bins ampty and the ma-
ohinery in fine shape for another suocossful yoar's ran,
The output this yoar, slthough wa do not know the exact
figuros, Lnn bean large, very large, sl nggrogates about
TO0 tons of bullion, matte and high grads ore of the aver.
agge vilne of not far from 600 ounees por tou, or a tolal
prroduct of S60,000."

Giront confidence is fult by the people of Hailey in
the future of the Wood River conntry, even if silyer
ghoulid reesive o black oye in Congross, based upan (he
choerful prospects befors the “gold belt"  T'his sonalsts
of sevoral wils parallel veing of gold-bearing quarte,
which the people of that rurinul look upon ns the working
ground of sovernl thowand minors in o fow yoars, Two
mills, one w regular twentystamp and the other a now
Wiswell of nbout the same capacily, nre n!mulr ok work,
and are demonstrating the value of the gold belt oros

1t in genorally understood that an agrosmont lias
boen renched botwean the Tllfl'ﬂlm“llu of Girest Britain
anid Canadla, whoreby the Esquimalt station on Vaneon.
vor Tudnnitd will bos fortified nond guerinonsd.  The Imperial
Government will erset an arsennl, fortifieations snd bar.
racks, and the Dominion Government will maintain a
garrison of troops and o battery of qmllorf. It in nluo
understood that s torpedo factory will be built and the
dookyard enlarged to nccommodato ships and iron-elads.

Gold i beon discovered on the Coguillsm River,
only n fow miles from Now \\'nl_.minulﬂr nndl Port Moady,
B, €. As yot nothing definite is known of sither the ex.
tent or richness of the diggings, but it is & goneral bellof
that good ground will be ‘futmsl ou seversl stroams in
that vicinity., Prospecting is being done by a large nim-
ber of men and much excitoment provails. Being so noar
cheap supplies of all kinds they will be less oxpensive
mined to work than any yot discovered on the Coast.

The Alpha and Omega mines, thirty-five miles north
of llvllu‘-tm.llum bwen purchased for 860,000 by business

[men of that city, who have ineorporsted a company for

orking them, This is the largest price puid for & mine
iT: r;l‘::u‘fu;;n:hm the big Drom imnm wiln,

loeations are sn oxtonsion of the Homestake, which has
pmlumlﬂﬁ.llnialhohdmm'llhnlu-

stamp mill

T




